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Slapping the Puck | 


SCOTT HARRIS / seott@yueweekly.com 
f nothing else, one has to give credit to the denizens of “Oil Country” for 
[= obstinance in maintaining their collective 20-year grudge against for- 
mer Oiler owner and guy-who-sold-Wayne-Gretzky Peter Pocklington. 

There was a palpable sense of glee last week in the city when news hit that 
the local poster boy for unregulated capitalism had been arrested in California 
on fraud charges after making the somewhat dubious claim when he filed for 
bankruptcy in August 2008 that his personal assets totalled a mere $2900, 
compared to his almost $20 million in debts. 

Media coverage prominently featured file photos of the infamous press confer- 
ence with a teary Wayne Gretzky dabbing his tears ("I told Mess 1 wouldn't do this”), 
and online discussions hailed the arrest as comeuppance for the great betrayal. 

Don't misunderstand, I'm as tickled as anyone that Pocklington might face a decade 
in the clink after a lifetime of arrogance and questionable business dealings, but come 
on, people, let’s hate the guy for the right reasons. In the grand scheme of things, does 
trading a guy being paid millions of dollars to smack around a piece of rubber for our 
entertainment really compare in importance to Pocklington’s abhorrent behaviour in 
the 1986 strike at the Pocklington-owned Gainers meatpacking plant? 

Pocklington's loathing of unions and commitment to breaking the United Food 
and Commercial Workers Local 280P led:to one of the most violent strikes in 
provincial history, as city police in unmarked riot gear acted as Pinkertons for the 
daily busloads of scabs Pocklington sent to the plant. The “Battle of 66 Street” last- 
ed six months, over 400 members of the union were arrested and untold hardship 
was suffered by the families of the 1200 workers as they outlasted, against all odds 
and in the grips of a recession, the combined power of Pocklington, weak provin- 
cial labour laws and the police. 

Pocklington walked away from it all in 1989, leaving the provincial govern- 
ment, and Edmonton taxpayers, saddled with a plant $100 million in debt. Gov- 
ernment-owned ATB Financial in 2000 abandoned efforts to recover $71 million 
in outstanding loans owed by Pocklington. The impacts of Pocklington’s deal- 
ings and political influence in the province go on and on, and it’s this history 
that we should all be outraged by decades later, not a hockey transaction. ¥ 
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= LETTERS 


YAY, NEWSPAPERS! 


Steve Anderson’s column ("No future at 
all,” Mar 5 - Mar 12, 2009) was a wel- 
come and succinct review of the sad 
state of affairs in journalism today— 
and likely to deteriorate more, being 
dependent on the whims of profit-seek- 
ing media owners. 

| look forward to Mr Anderson's solu- 
tions he says are coming in his next col- 
umn. His column reminded me of an 
article by Charles Lewis, former 60 Min- 
utes staffer and founder of the Center for 
Public Integrity, in the September 2007 
issue of the Columbia Journalism 
Review, which reviewed many successful 
not-for-profit media, including the Asso- 
ciated Press, Harper's, Mother Jones, 
Foreign Affairs, National Geographic, 
Delaware State News, The Christian Sci- 
ence Monitor, The-NewsHour with Jim 
Lehrer and National Public Radio. Most 
of these media are funded by philanthro- 
py and Mr Lewis called on foundations, 
supported by local citizens, in association 
with local colleges and universities to 
promote “accurate, non-partisan informa- 
tion to our national discourse.” In addi- 
tion, in Canada, tax laws could be 
modified to encourage donations to inde- 
pendent journalistic enterprises. 
The newspaper is not doomed. On the 


bus, train, plane or anytime you are just 
sitting there it is something entertaining 
and educational to do—and is so much 
lighter and easier to deal with than a. com- 
puter. Newspapers are relaxing—you can 
scan a page and read what you want, 
even if only headlines. What else do peo- 
ple do sitting on the john? You can hardly 
take a computer into the bathroom. 

A free press is essential to a free and 
democratic society, and any steps taken 
to arrest the decline in independent 
journalism are appreciated. 

MAC WALKER 


YAY, SABZY! 


| have just read your recent review of 
Sabzy Café ("We're all in this together,” 
Mar 5 - Mar 11, 2009). | had just eaten 
at Sabzy and | have known the owners 


for years, so | was interested to hear ~ 


what the reviewer had to say. 

The space is inviting and the staff is 
friendly and happy to explain the food. 
The reviewer made a brief mention that 
there are plenty of vegetarian options— 
which is true—but | felt that this fact 
deserves more explanation. Creating 
menu options that vegetarians and vegans 
alike can eat was always in the minds of 
the‘owners. Using healthy oils where 
another chef may have chosen butter, as 
an example, includes the vegan diner. 

If you’re vegetarian or vegan, | 
highly recommend Sabzy. The food is 
excellent and the variety of flavours 
are incredible. 

JASON MELNYCHUK 


YAY, DEATH! 


| wanted to drop a line and say good 
work on the Death and Dying article 
(“At least you won't die wondering,” 
Mar 5 - Mar 11, 2009). | am a free 
lance writer, hospice volunteer anc 
online student of thanatology with 
World University. | was pleased to see 
that there is a course at U of A and 


* feel the topics of death and dying are 


not only fascinating, but necessary !n 
our day and age. 

Thanks for a good read, 
SANDRA TONN 


YAY, CONNIE! 


The article by Connie Howard on how 
science corrects itself ("To science. ! 
felt that | could help," Mar 5 - Ma! 
12, 2009) was wonderful. | loved the 
history, and we can learn so much: 
from it. These are eternal truths 
Much appreciation for Connie's £2" 
tastic column 

TODD PENBERTHY 
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is thick with pix- 
el or celebrat- 
traditional news 
lamentations are 
of journalism as a 
nocracy, the watchdog 
and industry, the last 
; against the hordes of 
jiased opinion. Those cele- 
brating wonders of aggre- 
gated news feeds and a new age of 
democratic information creation and 
pres the common people, for the 
people. 
Unfortunately, | haven't yet found the 
common people blogging the news in 
the places | haunt: rural towns, villages 
and hamlets north of the city of 
Edmonton. How can these communi- 
ties overcome pressures that threaten 
to take away their voices, their identity, 
and possibly their very existence? 

T hold the dubious honour of being 
the last person to freelance for two 
small rural Alberta weeklies. For most 
of the decades those papers existed, 
they operated under the flags of the 
Morinville Mirror and the Redwater Tri- 
bune, amalgamating into the single 
Morinville-Redwater Town & Country 
Examiner just before Christmas in 2008. 

Fewer than five years previously, 
they had been bought by a large 
national media corporation, and on 
March 11, 2009, the Town & Country 
Examiner, along with the 46-year-old 
Jasper Booster, became the first Alberta 
weekly papers to cease operations. In 
a statement quoted in both papers’ 
final editions, Craig Martin, the execu- 
tive vice-president operations Western 
Canada for owner Sun Media/Que- 
becor, claimed their “economic model 
in today’s challenging environment no 
longer made business sense." 

Even if rural residents are willing to 
buy the economic argument—one I 
Suspect is difficult to maintain under 
close scrutiny given the likelihood that 
very paper in the company’s national 
empire operates on the same econom- 
ic model—the death of a local paper in 
asmall community is dire indeed. 

_ “All of us in rural Alberta know the 
importance of [local papers], it’s usu- 
ally the only way we found out what's 
happening in our communities,” says 
Mel Smith, the mayor of Redwater, a 
town that has been working flat out to 
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accommodate the expected popula- 
tion growth coming from nearly $15 
billion in bitumen upgrader projects 
planned for the region—projects cur- 
rently on hiatus while financial insti- 
tutions and corporations alike assess 
their risk positions in the wake of the 
sub-prime mortgage fiasco. 

“We don’t have access to radio 
locally, the dailies out of the cities 
won't cover—for the most part—our 
local news, so we rely heavily on the 
weeklies,” Smith explains. 

Writer Stephen Dafoe was both a 
reporter and editor for the Morinville 
Mirror and Redwater Tribune papers. 
On deadline for his latest book, Dafoe 
spoke on these issues through an 
email interview. 

"The loss of a community paper is 
particularly tragic when it is the only 
source of local news in the community. 
If we want to know what's going on 
provincially or federally, we have a 
multitude of print, audio and video 
sources to enlighten us on the issues 
of the day, but the issues important to 
the towns and villages in rural Alberta 
are not going to be covered by the 
larger media outlets unless the story 
has a larger appeal,” Dafoe writes. 
“Without community weeklies, the 
local hockey team, baseball team, 
scout troop, volunteer fire department 
and all the other people who play a 
part in making communities places 
people want to live, go unrecognized.” 

While much of the province has at 
least one large daily newspaper avail- 
able from either Edmonton or Calgary, 
Dafoe says these papers serve a very 
different niche than do rural weeklies. 

“I really compare Sturgeon Coun- 
ty’s proximity to Edmonton with 
Canada's proximity to the United 
States,” Dafoe says. “In terms of news 
coverage, you will seldom see Cana- 
dian issues covered on American tele- 
vision unless it directly affects 
American interests. The same is true 
with Sturgeon County, or any other 
that borders on Edmonton.” 

The analogy also holds for small 
communities bordering any large 
metropolitan area such as Calgary, 
Vancouver or Montréal. 


‘the news today, oh boy 


| Alberta weeklies the latest media casualties, and 
3 local rag leaves a big hole in small communities 


LARGE ISSUES can and do impact 
rural communities says Vicki 
Zinyk, the chief administrative 
officer for Bon Accord, a town 
of around 1500 people in Stur- 
geon County, located only 
minutes from the military 
base on the northern edge 
of Edmonton. But mean- 
ingful discussion of 
such issues, she 
argues, suffers when 
small papers in 
those communi- 
ties disappear. 

“In the case 
currently, we're 
undergoing a signifi- 
cant amount of pressure to 
regionalize or centralize; the 
Case in point is the Capital Region 
Board,” Zinyk says. “A larger city 
newspaper may not cover the view of 
the smaller communities and the rural 
communities that are going to be, in 
my view, the most significantly impact- 
ed by the concessions that are made.” 

Even when rural stories are cov- 
ered by the larger dailies, they rarely 
reflect the real-life impact events have 
on smaller communities. Urban read- 
ers may recall the massive fires last 
year at Newbrook, a hamlet in 
Thorhild County, located near the 
base of infamously deadly Highway 63 
to Fort McMurray. While media came 
in droves to capture photos, video 
and stories of the fire and its fight, 
only the local weeklies covered the 
closure of Newbrook’s single elemen- 
tary-junior high school, a decision 
requiring local children to be bussed 
by highway to schools at the soon-to- 
be-dissolved village of Thorhild. 

It's a void the Internet is unlikely to fill 
anytime soon. While many rural com- 
munity governments do have an online 
presence, Zinyk notes that web access 
in rural areas can be problematic. 

“[The Internet} gets your message 
out to the province at large or people 
who are researching overall, but it 
generally doesn’t cover—or isn’t nec- 
essarily the best forum—for the rural 
residents, because it’s not as personal 
of a tool,” she explains. “It doesn’t 
cover all of the events, it doesn’t 
cover the nuances that you get from a 
community newspaper that helps you 


gaina 
by eulbiSrenr 
insight to the 
individual issues. A 
website is just that: it's a 
means of hosting information, but 
it doesn't provide the nuances or 
insight that a newspaper might on 
issues.” 

Thorhild County, also on my former 
beat, has a total population of about 


_3000, double that of the town of Bon 


Accord but spread across an area of 
nearly 2000 square kilometres. 

The county is largely agricultural 
with minimal industrial development, 
meaning that in practical terms the 
county has to operate on both limited 
population resources and a small tax 
base. At the moment, much of the 
county and indeed, much of rural 
Alberta, does not have home-based 
access to high-speed Internet. 

Deputy Reeve Charles Newell 
agrees that web access is a huge issue 
for rural residents, making the Inter- 
net a poor alternative to disappearing 
print media. 

"Being informed is the only way 
you're going to stop a lot of these petty 
prejudices and things like that because 
that’s how this stuff gets started, not 
actually knowing truthfully what's going 
on,” he says, expanding on the problem 
of community cohesiveness and the 
dangers of relying on local grapevines 
and word-of-mouth. "A good paper can 


Even 

the more 
mundane ele- 
ments of 
nance will be 
challenged 
ties, towns and 
other governmental 
bodies are required by 
law to post notices 
regarding public hearings 

and related development 
matters, a requirement that 
could pose problematic in the 
case of a community where 
local publications are no longer 
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direct mailings to each person listed 

on the county’s tax rolls would be 

extremely expensive, even for such a 
small population as Thorhild County 


THE PEOPLE quoted in this article are 
people who fell within my beat, a large 
part of the counties of Thorhild and 
Sturgeon which together encompass 
nearly 4000 square kilometres—rough- 
ly 7.5 times the geographic size of the 
city of Edmonton. At their full comple- 
ment, the papers had a combined edi- 
torial staff of two—editor and 
reporter—but played a critical role in 
reflecting the communities and their 
issues. In many of the hamlets, villages 
and towns | reported for, there are 
communities with vibrant people, phe- 
nomenal spirit and great hope for the 
future, despite facing enormous pres- 
sures from many sides that threaten 
their very sustainability. 

The day-to-day chronicles of any 
community's life are held by its local 
media. Journalism has been referred 
to as a rough draft of history, but in 
tural areas, particularly ones where 
the population is declining and the 
old-timers are literally passing on, 
that rough draft might be the only his- 
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Obama and the Gulag Archipelago 


: | DYER STRAIGHT 


gwynne@2vueweekly.com 


In his first week in office, President 
Barack Obama announced the closure of 
the notorious detention camp at Guan- 
tanamo Bay. It was a promise kept and a 
corner turned—but Guantanamo is only 
the most visible part of an entire archipel- 
ago of extralegal and often secret US 
prisons that extends halfway around the 
planet. Like the “Gulag Archipelago” of 
the old Soviet Union, made famous by 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, most of its 
inmates are people who were seized only 
on suspicion, and many of them were tor- 
tured to get “confessions.” 

{t was widely assumed that shutting 
down Guantanamo was just the first step 
in winding up the whole shameful sys- 
tem, but the signals sent by the new 
administration since then have not been 
reassuring. Last monthpUS government 
lawyers made a series of interventions 
which suggested that it would be busi- 
ness as usual, Bush-style, for the thou- 
sands of detainees trapped in other parts 
of the secret prison system managed by 
the United States. 

Last week came the first sign that 
Obama remembers that he came to drain 
the whole swamp, not just to whack a 
couple of high-profile alligators. The US 
government is to stop using the term 
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“illegal enemy combatants,” a label con- 
trived by the Bush administration to justi- 
fy detaining people indefinitely without 
ever bringing them before a court or even 
granting them prisoner-of-war status. 
Only 242 prisoners are still held at 


_ Guantanamo, but that is just the tip of an 


iceberg. There are thousands more held 
in legal black holes at Bagram airbase in 
Afghanistan, in Iraq, Djibouti and the 
prison ships, at the US base on Diego 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean, and in the 
countries where the Central Intelligence 
Agency has been outsourcing the more 
severe forms of torture (notably Egypt, 
Morocco and Jordan). 

An exact count of the detainees is 
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impossible, because in many cases even 
their names are not known, but estimates 
run as high as 18 000 people. Some of 
them have been held for as much as 
seven years. 

Some of them were involved in acts of 
violence against Americans, others at 
least gave the matter some thought, and 
some are completely innocent, just as at 
Guantanamo. All were classed as “illegal 
enemy combatants,” which meant that 
they had no legal recourse against their 
imprisonment. 

Since his first bold gesture about 
Guantanamo, Obama has seemed to be 
drifting towards the view of the Washing- 
ton security establishment, which would 
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rather lock up innocent people than risk 
letting a dangerous person go free. When 
Judge John Bates of the US District Court 
for the District of Columbia, hearing the 
case of four men held at Bagram, asked 
the new administration if it intended to 
change the Bush-era policy of keeping the 
detainees out of reach of the courts, the 
answer was no. 

The Bagram detainees wanted Judge 
Bates to extend last year's Supreme Court 
decision, which gave Guantanamo 
inmates access to the US courts, so that 
prisoners in other extralegal prisons 
abroad could also benefit from the ruling. 
The Bush administration had opposed 
their request, but Judge Bates asked the 
Obama administration if it wanted to 
“refine” its position. “Having considered 
the matter, the government adheres to its 
previously articulated position,” replied 
the Justice Department, re-affirming the 
Bush policy 


IN ANOTHER CASE last month, involving a 
lawsuit by several former detainees 
against a subsidiary of Boeing that sup- 
plied aircraft for the “rendition” flights that 
had delivered them to various destinations 
for torture, the Obama administration 
repeated the Bush demand that the case 
be dismissed because discussing it in 
court could damage national security and 
relations with other nations. (Translation 
we did send them for torture, but letting 
the case proceed would embarrass the 
people who did the torture for us.) 
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It was looking pretty grim for a while 
as if Obama's decision to shut down 
Guantanamo and halt torture by US gov- 
ernment agencies was mere window- 
dressing for a policy that had not really 
changed at all. Even now it is not sure 
that he is going to change the policy fun- 
damentally; after all, he has fallen into 
the clutches of the Washinaton consen- 
sus in his Afghanistan policy. But drop- 
ping the category of “illegal enemy 
combatants” is a hopeful sign. 

The Justice Department said that sus- 
pects will in future be held according to 
legal standards set by the international 
laws of war. In itself, that only means 
that there will be no more torture and no 
more renditions, and that the United 
States must provide information about all 
the people it holds. It does not mean it 
will release them until after the “war” is 
over, even though the “war on terror,” like 
the “war on crime” or the “war en drugs,” 
could last for decades 

Nor does promising to treat the 
detainees according to the Geneva Con- 
ventions oblige the Obama administration 
to give them access to the US court sys- 
tem. That will require a separate deci- 
sion, and Obama will not make it until he 
thinks the country is ready (if he makes it 
at all). But this is a start. v 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears each week in Vue Weekly 
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Pride and prejudice 


Edmonton and Calgary anti-racist activists 


prepare for ‘White Pride Worldwide Day’ 


SCOTT HARRIS / scott@vueweekly.com 
C=" may be 300 kilometres 
south of the city, but anti-racist 
‘activists in Edmonton say that 
the activities of a Calgary-based white 
“supremacist group are still too close 
for comfort. 

So for the second year in a row, 
Edmonton activists will be making the 
trip down the QEII this weekend to 
join Calgarians in opposing a march 
being organized by the Aryan Guard— 
a self-proclaimed white nationalist 
group—to mark what its members call 
“White Pride Worldwide Day,” held to 
coincide with the United Nations dec- 
laration of March 21 as the Interna- 
tional Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination. 

Andru, who asked that only his first 
name be used, is one of the people 
who will be making the trip. He says 
it’s important for people from Edmon- 
ton to join their neighbours to the 
south in challenging the Aryan Guard 
because of the close connection 
between the two cities 

“Edmonton is just up the road from 
Calgary, and a lot of the people who 
are involved in the white power 
movement in Calgary are actually 
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from Edmonton. Theyjust went down 
to Calgary because they thought it 
would be easier for them to establish 
a base there,” Andru explains. 

He adds that while there hasn't 
been much white supremacist activity 
in Edmonton of late—the last time a 
similar march was organized here 
was in 2004, while local musician Pat 
Bourne’s house was firebombed by 
racist skinheads in 2006—there’s 
always a chance that the problem 
might again come north. 

"There's a bit of a concern that with 
the situation in Calgary disintegrating, 
as is often the case with these white 
power groups—they start infighting 
and bickering amongst themselves— 
with so many of them coming from 
Edmonton that they might try to start 
something up here again.” 

Andru isn’t the only one thinking 
the Aryan Guard might consider 
moving to Edmonton. The group’s 
online discussion board has a sec- 
tion devoted to Aryan Guard Edmon- 
ton, and a thread on the board 


discusses the need for a similar 
march here, while another encour- 


ages organizing a more active Aryan 


Guard group in the city (one post 
from March 11 reads, "Hey, yeah still 
nothing is really happening in 
Edmonton, I see some swastika graf- 
fiti, but nothing more, and coloured 
people are trying to start sh*t with 
me almost everyday, because | have 
a shaved head and don't put up with 
their jungle boy sh*t.) 

Andru says that those kinds of 
ideas aren't something that can sim- 
ply be ignored because they're on the 
margins, and it’s all the more impor- 
tant to challenge them when they 
move from obscure discussion boards 
to downtown Calgary—and before 
they come to Edmonton. 

“We're simply there to try to neu- 
tralize what we think is a very dan- 
gerous message,” he says. 
“Particularly as Alberta is becoming 
more diverse ethnically speaking, cul- 
turally speaking, to have groups like 
this continue to go out there on the 
prowl is really dangerous and it’s in 
the interest of maintaining some sort 
of peace and solidarity and cohesion 
among all segments of our society 
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that we are trying to collectively stand 
up about this.” ; 


KYLE MCKEE, the 23-year-old founder 
of the Aryan Guard who moved to 
Calgary three years ago from Ontario, 
however, defends the Aryan Guard's 
right to promote what it sees as prob- 
lems in Canadian society. 

“We're just basically trying to raise 
awareness of the racial problems that 
we have in Canada, trying to build a 
future for white people,” he claims. 
"The people that built this country, 
[that] made it one of the most desir- 
able countries to be in in the world, 
are kind of just being bent over. We 
gotta fuckin’ bend over and accept 
everything that's coming into the 
country, not the other way around. I 
think a better policy would be if peo- 
ple like this country and wanna come 
to this country they come here not 
with the intention of changing it but 
with embracing it.” 

He says the point of White Pride 
Worldwide Day is simple. 

“We'd just like to promote white 
pride. It’s been a pretty taboo sorta 
thing,” he says. “I guess, as you can 
see by the response it’s getting, that 
white pride is kinda viewed as a 
racist thing, you gotta be some sort 
of a raving racist to be proud to*be 
white. We don’t feel that should be 
the case, so we'd like to just keep 
pushing it so that hopefully, eventu- 
ally, we can just have our own day, 
you know, white pride day.” 

Keeping the focus on “white 
pride” is the reason McKee says the 
group is asking its supporters to not 
bring Nazi paraphernalia to the 
march, despite the group’s unapolo- 
getic bent towards Nazism (National 
Socialism) online, including links to 
numerous Nazi websites, the pro- 
motion of a CD including lyrics like 
“The spirit of Hitler will rise again / 
And help us take back our lands” 
and, until a few days ago, a gallery 
of pictures which included members 
saluting Nazi flags and celebrating 
Adolf Hitler's birthday. 

“Most of us are National Socialists 
and we feel that that would be a good 
political platform for this country. My 
personal opinion is that there’s a lot of 
misunderstood ideas of what happened 
or didn’t happen during the Second 
World War,” he says. “But our websites 
and discussion boards are one thing. 
This march ... it’s not supposed to be 
promoting a political ideology, it’s sup- 
posed to be promoting pride.” 

But Andru argues there’s another 
reason the group hides its racist and 
Nazi sympathies behind notions of 
pride and claims that it is simply a 
“white civil rights activist group” exer- 
cising free speech. 

“They know that their message is 
just repulsive. They know that with the 
exception of a select few individuals 
people will not rally to that sort of 
cause,” he says. “So what they're trying 


_to do is to somehow, in a feeble way, 


essentially just strip away the overtly 
violent and odious nature of what 
they're trying to do under the guise of 
‘Well, we're just people who have an 
opinion, and if you believe in a free 
society we should be able to share that 
opinion with others.” 


LEV, WHO ALSO asked that his sur- 


name not be used, is a member of 


Anti-Racist Action Calgary (ARA), 
the group that issued the call for a 
counter-demonstration. He con- 
cedes that McKee’s group has the 
right to present their message, but 
says that so.do groups which dis- 
agree with the Aryan Guard. 

“ARA has not contacted the city to 
clamp down, to not issue permits, we 
haven't really tried to stop them legally 
from being able to do this,” he says. 
"The way we see it is we're expressing 
our equal right to express our opinion, 
which is opposed to theirs.” 

But Lev stresses that recognizing the 
right to free speech—provided that it 
doesn't violate Canadian hate laws— 
doesn’t mean letting the Aryan Guard 
march unopposed, even if it risks 
bringing them more attention. Last 
year, the 300 people who tumed up to 
oppose the Aryan Guard outnumbered 
them by more than six to one. 

“Our coming out in larger num- 
bers gives more media attention, 
more public attention to the Aryan 
Guard than they would otherwise 
get, and that is something that 
makes them happy,” he admits. “At 
the same time, we think that doing 
that is the most effective way we 
can resist them, because if nobody 


.in the city knows they exist because 


nobody turned up to their rally and 
the media didn’t cover it, maybe we 
have some kind of fuzzy moral high 
ground for ignoring them, but at the 
same time they're free to run the 
streets with impunity and nobody, 
from shopkeepers to the people who 
run the venues in the city, nobody 
knows who they are, so nobody 
denies them business, nobody outs 
them to an employer, it just makes 
things easier for them.” 

Lev points to an attack in July of a 
Japanese tourist by a 17-year-old Cal- 
garian alleged to be a member of the 
Aryan Guard, who kicked the woman 
repeatedly with steel-toed boots, as the 
type of incident that happens when 
people ignore racist groups. The teen 
was convicted in a Calgary courtroom 
on March.13. 

Lev says the approach of ARA in 
reducing such incidents in the future 
is to “make life difficult” for the Aryan 
Guard in the hopes that younger 
members who are attracted to the 
group but aren’t committed racists 
won't stick around 

“We believe that the best way to 
deal with a group like the Aryan 
Guard is to confront them, it’s not to 
ignore them and hope that they go 
away because experience has shown 
us that they don’t,” he says. “Frankly, 
if Kyle McKee wants to spend the rest 
of his life ‘Sieg Heiling’ a poster of 
Hitler on the wall there’s not a Jot we 
can do about it, and there’s not a 
whole lot of harm he can do. It’s 
when they come into numbers that is 
the problem and that’s basically what 
we try to prevent. 

“All we really want is for people to 
know the Aryan Guard exists, because 
most people don’t need to be con- 
vinced that neo-Nazi gangs in their 
city is a bad thing, they just need to 
know that it does already exist,” he 
says. “Once we get that information 
out we think we've won most of the 
battle because people will just make 
up their own minds and decide that 
they don’t want Nazi thugs in their 
community.” Ww 
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An island no longer 


Alberta needs to get with the program and 


implement an economic stimulus plan 


GIL MCGOWAN / www.afl.org 
So, how bad is the Alberta economy, really? 
There is some truth in the reassuring 
words spoken by provincial government 
representatives last week. It's true, for 
example, that Alberta's new. unemploy- 
ment rate of 5.4 per cent (up from 4.3 per 
cent just a month earlier) is still among 
the lowest in the country. It’s also true 
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that 5.4 per cent is about the average 
level for unemployment in Alberta over 
the past 20 years. 

So, there's no reason to be too con- 
cerned, right? 

Well, actually, there is. In fact, there 
are at least three reasons why we should 
be seriously concerned. 

First, because the unemployment rate 


Public Interest Alberta's 34 Annual Advocacy Conference 
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in Alberta has never before—and | mean 
never—spiked a full percentage point in 
one month. Second, because the Ameri- 
can economy—which we are almost 
entirely dependent upon to purchase our 
energy exports—continues to sink with 
no end in sight. Third, because our 
province's energy and construction sec- 
tors—which together have formed the 
heart of our oil-sands driven economy— 
continue to shed high-paying jobs at an 


__ alarming pace. 


Depending on which estimates you 
look at, between $97 and $241 billion 
dollars in-oil sand investment has been 
taken off the table in the past two 
months. As a result, the next generation 
of mega-projects, which were supposed 
to keep Albertans working and the provin- 
cial economy humming for the next five to 
10 years, has essentially evaporated. 

Taken together, this means that our 
current unemployment rate of 5.4. per 
cent is almost certainly not our final des- 
tination, but rather a way station 
glimpsed briefly as we move to even 
more dismal jobless figures, the likes of 
which we haven't seen in Alberta since 
the darkest days of the ‘80s oil bust. 

So, what do the Alberta and federal 
governments need to the about this rapid- 
ly deteriorating situation? 

First of all, they need to get their 
heads out of the sand and realize that 
simply crossing their fingers and hoping 
for a quick end to the global recession 
does not constitute an economic strategy. 

At the federal level—after being 
pushed to the brink by the Liberal-NDP 
coalition—the Harper government is 
reluctantly doing at least some of what 
needs to be done. 

In particular, they have grudgingly 
accepted the notion that during times of 
economic contraction, the public sector is 


the only sector that can keep the econo-— 


my moving forward. But federal spending 
has so far fallen short of the benchmark 
of two per cent of national economic 
activity (GDP) agreed upon by other indus- 
trial nations. 

The Harper government has also so far 
failed to repair Canada’s dysfunctional 
Employment Insurance (El) system. Virtu- 
ally all experts agree that the best way to 
stimulate spending and help individuals 
and families weather the recession is to 
get money directly into the pockets of the 
unemployed, but there's a serious prob- 
lem: ill-conceived “reforms” introduced in 
the deficit-cutting ‘90s mean that the 
threshold for qualifying for El has been 
set too high and the benefits have been 
set too low. As a result of the high eligi- 
bility requirements, only 23 per cent of 
unemployed Albertans currently qualify 
for benefits—the lowest rate in the coun- 
try. Even the minority who do qualify earn 


a much smaller share of their pre-unem- 
ployment income and can collect for 
shorter periods than had previously been 
the case. 

So, if the Harper government is really 
serious about helping Canadians through 
this recession, it needs to increase both 
the amount and duration of benefits, 
loosen eligibility rules and get rid of the 
perverse inequities that make it much 
more difficult for Albertans to qualify for 
benefits than people fiving in other parts 
of the country. 

The bottom line is that a lost job is a 
lost job: it shouldn't matter if it was lost 
in Edmonton or Halifax. 


AT THE PROVINCIAL LEVEL, the situation 
is, in many ways, even more frustrating 
Alberta stands alone as one of the only 
jurisdictions in the industrialized world 
that has so far refused to consider imple- 
menting a major stimulus program. This is 
all the more frustrating because there is 
probably no other jurisdiction in all of 
North America better positioned to do 
more for its citizens than Alberta. 

People may disagree with the rationale 
for Ralph Klein’s “war on the debt,” but i 
has left Alberta with one of the best cred- 
it ratings in the world. My question is 
this: what was the point of all the sacri- 
fices made by Albertans to earn our sta- 
tus as a debt-free province if that status 
isn't used to help citizens in tough times? 

The good news is that the upcoming 
provincial budget (expected to be handed 
down on April 7) presents a golden oppor- 
tunity for the Stelmach government to 
make up for lost time by bringing three 
strands together. 

First there’s the fiscal capacity available 
as a result of our impressive credit posi- 
tion. Second, there is the large (and grow- 
ing) pool of skilled tradespeople newly 
idled by the collapse in oil sands spending 
And third, there's the well-documented 
“infrastructure-gap” that was left as a 
result of 13 years of under-spending on 
public projects by the Klein government 

Put these strands together and we 
could have the makings of a win-win-win 
budget scenario. Albertans win because 
of the jobs and spin-offs created. They 
win again because they finally get long- 
overdue public infrastructure. And the 
government wins because they'll be able 
to build everything at reduced cost— 
because they won't be competing with a 
booming private sector. 

Unfortunately, all of this depends on 
the Alberta government realizing that |! 
can't afford to simply wait out the reces- 
sion, It also means it would have to tear 
up their own politically inspired balanced- 
budget legislation that prohibits the gov- 
ernment from running deficits. 

At this point we can all take heart In 
the fact that the rest of the world has 
begun to embrace a healthy skepticism 
when it comes to the free-market mania 
that inspired things like Alberta's bal- 
anced budget law. Let's hope that mem- 
bers of the Stelmach cabinet do the 
same—and soon. w 


Gil McGowan is president of the Alberta 
Federation of Labour, Alberta's largest 
union organization, representing 140 000 
people in 30 unions. 


conversation with a friend the other 
pee ver gevomients talk 
of “getting tough on crime” as a poten- 
tial prelude to an increase in public-pri- 
vate partnerships in the penitentiary 
system | thought, for the millionth time, 
that public relations messages are very 
often a prelude to something we may, in 
the end, not welcome at all. 

Media messages about Bill C-6—the 
Canadian Consumer Product Safety 
Act—have been about our safety, but 
may well be a prelude to massive and 
unwelcome loss of freedom of choice. 
One Alberta company, Modern Design, 
has had a giant taste of what a raid on 
products deemed unsafe by someone in 
high places feels like. 

On the moming of January 15, Modern 
Design staff were greeted by RCMP and 
Health Canada officials with a warrant to 
search for unapproved natural health 
products they'd allegedly been supplying 
to naturopathic doctors and herbalists. 
Officials spent 11 hours going through the 
premises with a fine-tooth comb, confis- 
cating the entire inventory, computer hard 
drives and sales records. 

Much of this was over things as innocu- 
ous as folic acid and amino acid supple- 
ments, and about bio-identical hormones, 
synthetic versions of which are used every 
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single day by doctors everywhere. 

Naturopathic doctors (NDs) are highly 
trained, but rather than work with phar- 
Maceuticals, they work with therapeutic 
substances that are more organic and 
less foreign to the human body than are 
drugs. The problem NDs are running into 
is twofold; many of the products they 
use are being denied Health Canada 
approval with natural product numbers 
(NPNs), and they themselves as naturo- 
pathic doctors have, as of October of 
2008, been denied prescribing authority 
for things like bio-identical hormones 
that now require a prescription. 


THOUSANDS OF ALBERTANS rely on 
bio-identical hormones to counter 
declining ones. Low hormone levels 
equal compromised immune and stress 
responses, and illness, and supplemen- 
tation can slow and prevent the process. 

“It was a grey area until last October,” 
says Bruce Lofting, vice-president of the 
Alberta Association of Naturopathic Doc- 
tors. “Now we've been told by our health 
minister that we won't be given any pre- 
scribing authority, at least not for now. In 
November, we notified Alberta NDs to 
discontinue using them, but the problem 
is that the patients that rely on them will 
have a hard time accessing them, as MDs 
tend to prefer synthetic options.” 

Given the extent of the training natur- 
opathic doctors receive, and that the 
health care services they provide are 
largely preventative and reduce the bur- 
den on our medical system, and given 
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name of safety 


that pharmacists, dentists and midwives 
have limited prescribing authority appro- 
priate to their fields, one might ask why 
the resistance here in Alberta? “We 
Weren't given any kind of substantial 
answer to that question,” says Mike 
Nowacek of the Alberta Association of 
Naturopathic Doctors. 

The decision, like Bill C-6, is presum- 
ably about safety, but it robs us of the 
freedom to determine what therapeutic 
substances we put into our bodies when 
we're ill, and the irony is that bio-identi- 
cal hormones are much safer than syn- 
thetic ones. They deserve either natural 
product approval or legal prescription 
access by naturopathic doctors. The 
products being ever more tightly regulat- 
ed make most over-the-counter and pre- 
scription medicines look downright evil. 

Our more progressive West Coast 
Neighbours appear to be quickly moving 
toward making limited prescribing authori- 
ty for their naturopathic doctors a reality. 
Alberta Health Services has said the 
province is looking for innovative ways to 
bring emergency room wait times down, 
and while expanding health care to 
include naturopathic care would do little 
to that end in the short run, it would do a 
lot to reduce the numbers of us seriously 
and frequently ill in the long run. 

| take that back—it would do plenty 
in the short run also. Adverse drug reac- 
tions are common reasons for emer- 
gency room visits. They're common 
causes of all kind of trouble, and natural 
therapies have no such track record. w 
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tory recorded outside of private 
diaries and personal memories. 

As active observers of community 
life, the closure of a rural weekly 
means an end to chronicling a com- 


‘munity’s history, a history that may 


disappear entirely if, in its haste to 
lock the doors, management forgets 
or refuses to pass along the often 
decades-long histories contained in 
its periodical archive 

The situation for small papers 
throughout Alberta, and across 
Canada, seems increasingly shaky. 
George Brown, president of the 
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Associa- 
tion. was unavailable for an inter- 
view; he had been laid off from his 
day job as publisher of two rural 
Albertan weeklies just minutes 
before I called. 

Like nearly a third of the province's 
weeklies, the small papers Brown 
worked for are also owned by Sun 
Media/Quebecor. Great West, which 


‘ runs Edmonton's See Magazine, owns 


many others, leaving only a handful 
of truly independently owned papers 
covering their respective communi- 
ties, a level of concentration which 
becomes more troubling as these cor- 
porations look at ways to cut back to 
weather the recession 

Back in the blogosphere, those 
who laud the death of print may see 
these changes as freedom from the 
gatekeepers and restrictions of cor- 
porate media. And they may be right 


Freedom from national corporate 
ownership could be another nail in 
the coffin of sustainable rural com- 
munities, or it could be the opportu- 
nity to create something new 
something local, the freedom to take 
back the chronicle of the communi- 
ty’s life for the community itself. 

For Dafoe, awareness and rele- 
vance are the keys to successful 
community journalism, whether 
online or in traditional newsprint 

“The sad thing about Web 2.0 is that 
it makes us all journalists, filmmakers 
book reviewers, movie critics and radio 
hosts and seeks our commentary on 
every piece of information posted on 
the Internet, from the mundanity of 
what our friends are having for lunch 
to correcting the views of professionals 
in almost any field. Andrew Keene 
refers to the trend as ‘The Cult of the 
Amateur’ and I believe that is precisely 
what the blogosphere is. That is not to 
say that there are not gifted writers 
with terrific insights posting on the 
blogs, but they, for the most part, are 
not held to the same accountability that 
newspaper reporters are or ought to be 
held,” Dafoe argues 

“With respect to community jour- 
Nalism, even one objective blogger 
with a following is of greater value to 
the community than a print publica- 
tion that falls to be relevant to its 
readership. I think many community 
papers have forgotten that and used 
the present economic climate as an 
excuse to address problems that 
were created long before the dread- 
ed ‘R word’ became the latest head- 
line trend." w 
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In Soviet Russia, game plays you! 


| INFINITE LIVES 


It's a weird thing, this “retro,” especially 
as it gets layered on top of itself. Ata 
certain point it creates an effect like look- 
ing into a mirror when there's another 
mirror behind you, a tunnel of regression 
down into the dimness where infinity lies. 

I'm reclining on the couch, reading old 
zines, nicely mellow thanks to my acciden- 
tal discovery of what I've since leamed is 
known as a “Kalimotxo”"—poured the last 
inch of last night's cheap wine into what | 
thought was a half-full coffee cup of same, 
only it tums out the mug contained Coca- 
Cola; after the initial “Eeww!" reflex ... dee- 
lish. The zines are from my wife's collection 
of Ben Is Dead back numbers from the mid- 
‘90s, specifically the legendary (I'm told) 
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CAPTAIN , HAVE THE 
POOR EXECUTED, 
WOULD YOU7 


“Retro Hell” issues. Good stuff, funny in 
that old zine way you don't get so much in 
the Blog Millennium, and here's where the 
psychedelic mirror-regression begins; this is 
fetro-retro, an 11-year-old magazine about 
20- or 30-year-old pop-culture artifacts. 

‘Course, this isn’t really a trip down my 
personal Memory Lane. These writers are 
southern Californians, not northern Alber- 
tans, and their old familiars are still exot- 
ic unknowns; they had the Sherman Oaks 
Galleria and the medicine chests of the 
doctors they babysat for, | had the half- 
broken homes of the neighbourhood feral 
children and the poorly concealed Pent- 
house stashes of their laid-off boilermak- 
er dads. They had Rodney Bingenheimer, | 
had Mike Sobel. Digging down through 
the retro of others is a kind of double 
archeology, where the familiarity of 
shared reference provides hooks for com- 
prehending an alien time and place. 

I've been having a similar experience 


WHATEVER SHALL WE Do \~ 


SIMPLE , YOUR 
HIGHNESS.” 


playing through the Soviet Unterzdgersdorf 
adventure games (monochrom.at/suz-game). 
Designed by Austrian art/theory collective 
monochrom, the Suzoeg (I'm just going to 
use the abbreviation from the .exe file) 
games place you in the eponymous notional 
country, a tiny (2.5 square kilometres) nation 
that is “the last existing appendage republic 
of the USSR,” completely surrounded by the 
Republic of Austria. In this milieu—hasical- 
ly, a broken-down farmstead littered with 
antiquated junk—you go around solving 
more-or-less standard-issue adventure- 
game puzzles expressed through the lens of 
the tattered remnants of Leninist/Stalinist 
social/material culture. . 


ON THE SURFACE LEVEL, this is enjoyable 
comic nostalgia. Not so much nostalgia for 
the Soviet era, but nostalgia for the jokes 
we made during the Soviet era about the 
(perceived) foibles of life behind the Iron 
Curtain, the Yakov Smirnoff riffs, SCTV 


ELIMINATE THEM Avp 


EVERYTHING LL BE SUPER! 


COMPLETELY 
DEVASTATEP. 


cracking wise about “Soviet minicam!"—a 
rusted-out old baling machine as the diesel- 
powered “8-Bit Agrarian Memory Drive;" a 
gallery of People’s Triumphs lauding such 
accomplishments as the development of a 
superior sugar beet; characters getting 
patriotically misty-eyed over the perfect 
utility of cardboard boxes. As entertain- 
ment, it’s an enjoyable frolic through a 
MAD magazine theme-park of Soviet kitsch. 

But what can we leam from this? Based 
as it is on politically motivated western 
lampoons of Eastern Bloc existence, what 
(if anything) can the twice-temoved retro of 
Suzoeg tell us about the reality of living ina 
totalitarian agrarian/industrial/ideological 
state, a time and place that is living memo- 
ry for millions of people ... and a version of 
which is, right now, a daily reality for mil- 
lions more? Here, the adventure-game 
medium gives us much more than do the 
surface gags. As any adventure gamer will 
tell you, playing these games is an exercise 
in controlled frustration, in failing and start- 
ing over, failing and starting over, failing 
and starting over until you figure out exactly 
where and when to use which item in order 
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to progress. Adventure gaming, at its heart 
is unforgiving, faceless bureaucracy. 

Nothing brings this home better than 
the “error” messages in the series’ second 
chapter, Soviet Unterzégersdorf Sector 2 
Adventure games all have a stock set of 
phrases your character will utter when 
you try to get him/her to do something 
that doesn’t return a valid in-game result 
“That doesn’t make sense” or “What am | 
supposed to do with this?” As a properiy 
indoctrinated Unterzdgersdorfer with good 
political hygiene, Suzoeg Zs Comrade 
Nikita Perostek Chrusov responds to such 
adversity with right-thinking slogan: 
Given the trial-and-error nature of adven- 
ture gaming, these situations come up 
every few seconds... sayings like, “Hege| 
knew all along!” and “I can see that there 
will be a revolutionary transformation 
between the capitalist and the communis: 
period!” quickly lose their humour and 
become something like a nightmare. Con 
Stant frustration met with constant propa- 
ganda, the “progress” he speaks o{ 
seeming more and more like an empty 
promise with each ineffectual click. w 
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Oiler update: a streak of three straight 
OT losses (damn you Saku Koivu, Marty 
Reasoner and John-Michael Liles!) was 
ended with a thrilling St Patrick's Day 
shootout win over the St Louis Blues. The 
playoff race continues and the Oilers are 
still a contender. 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? I’ve decided to 
finally take on the age-old question: does 
the name of a team have any effect on the 
performance of that team? Is a team better 
because it’s called the Crushers, or would 
it be just as good if it were called the 
Pylons? Using advanced research tech- 
niques, data collection methods and statis- 
tical analysis (actually, a pencil and some 
scrap paper) I've sorted the names of all 
the NHL teams and counted their respec- 
tive Stanley Cup totals. Teams with: 
Canadian-centric names (Canadiens, 
Maple Leafs, Canucks): 33 Cups 

Animals (Red Wings, Sharks, Bruins, ete): 
19 Cups 

Geographical (Islanders, Capitals, Stars, 
etc): 10 Cups 

Historical (Flames, Rangers, Blackhawks, 
etc): 9 Cups ; 
Forces of nature (Hurricanes, Avalanche, 
Lightning): 4 Cups 

Mythological creatures (Devils): 3 Cups 
Name-the-team fan contests (Flyers, 
Sabres): 2 Cups 

Named by the owner to match a pre-cho- 
sen colour scheme (Kings): 0 Cups 

You want a winning team? Naming it 
after the pre-eminent hockey country in 
the world can’t hurt (unless you're the 
Canucks). Also, don’t let the fans pick a 
name for you. TB 


LAW OF AVERAGES News Flash: mathe- 
matically, the average Oiler is not an 
Oiler. The average Oiler is Edmonton cast- 
off Jason Chimera. Confused? Follow this 


logic. Using the current Oiler 23-man ros 
ter (skaters only) the average Oiler has 
eight goals, 14 assists and 42 PIM. The 
average Oiler is also 27 years old (born in 
1982), 209 pounds and 62”. Jaso: 
Chimera is the closest candidate out 
there | could identify league-wide: Chim- 
mer currently has eight goals, 13 assists 
and 35 PIM. He is also 29 years old, 216 
pounds and 6'2". Want more? Spell oui 
the names in the Oiler roster. The team’s 
first names average 4.9 letters (Jason) 
and the surnames average 7 letters 
(Chimera). DY 


WHAT'S IN A NAME? (PART DEUX) 
About 10 years ago, | was watching an 
Oilers/Avalanche game when | heard the 
commentator say that the puck had been 
“kicked ahead by Foote.” The fact tha! 
the commentator had no idea what he 
had said made it all the more awesome 
For the last few seasons, I’ve kept an 
unofficial list in my head of possible vari 
ations of this, and printed a few every 
year. My favourites from last year were 
“Belted by Van Allen” and “The puck gets 
coughed up by Zelepukin.” So here's this 
year's list of silly things that keep my 
mind amused. Nerdtastic. 

Good anticipation by Eager. 

It's curtains for Draper. 

Emery gets called for boarding. 

Poked ahead by Finger. 

Well played by Fiddler. 

And Neal gets knocked to his knees 

A smart play by Reasoner. 

That's some fine footwork by Walz. T8 


THIS WEEK'S OILER DEFINITION 

_ "St Patrick's Day”: 1) March 17. A cele- 
bration of St Patrick, Ireland's beloved 
patron Saint. (He's also the patron sain! 
of New York, Boston and Nigeria) 2) 
March 17, 2009. The day that New Jer: 
sey's Martin Brodeur unseated “St 

’ Patrick Roy with 552 NHL wins by a goal- 
tender; the new league record. Roy 's 
Notoriously rumoured to be so vain, he 
probably thinks St Patrick's Day is about 
him. Not anymore. w 


we Spring break essentials 


Getaway Must Haves: 
Sola & Kyo Spring Jacket 
ew, Boyfriend Jean 

s Tf Ella Moss 

: _ 05 Maxi Dress 
"Sam Edleman Gladiator Sandal 
| Matt & Nat Collection Handbag 


Or try any of these: 

True Religion, William Rast, Joe's, Rich N 
Skinny, Seven for all Mankind, Hudson, 
Citizens of Humanity, Juicy Couture Apparel, 
Accessories & Footwear, Public Library, 
Gentle Fawn, Akiko, Splendid, Elia Moss, 
Kenneth Cole, Nine West and much more! 
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Do you have what it ites to attend The Art Institute of Vancouver, one of 
North America’s leaders in creative education? 


( , [e) - At The Art Institute, we believe an education in the creative and applied arts should be hands on and practical, not 


oS to mention inspiring. It should prepare you for opportunities in the workplace as it gives your ideas and talent a 
, 7 place to take shape. We're ready when you are. 


Register. with The Art Institute of Vancouver to attend an information session at: 


10135 - 100th Street, Edmonton 
Check-in opens at 9:30 am. Presentation starts at 10:00 am sharp! 


Learn more about the programs offered and find out how to 
cB ie Art Institute get started on the education you've always wanted. = a e 


Assistant Directors of Admissions will be available to 


& eas i of Vancouver answer questions about The Art Institute and work directly ; ? ; ; 
3264 Beta Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5G 4K4 with qualified candidates. Media Arts ¢ Design Culinary Arts ¢ Fashion 
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op chop! 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 
ince barbecuing on a cold, dark 
St without a smidgen of 
propane left in the tank is pretty 
much impossible, my husband and I 
headed out to Chop Restaurant and 
Bar on the ever-busy Stony Plain Road: 

They don’t take reservations after 
5:45 on Friday and Saturday nights, but 
how busy could it be at 8:30 pm on a 
Saturday? Massively busy, evidently— 
the rodeo was in town. After finally 
finding a parking spot to wedge our 
modest car into amongst all the mas- 
sive SUVs and shiny 4x4s, we discov- 
ered that the crowding factor inside 
Chop was even worse. People covered 
every square inch of available space 
and, facing a wait of over an hour to 
get a table, we decided our bodies did- 
n't really need steak after all 

Another night, no rodeo, and we 
found ourselves at Chop again, on a 
Sunday this time 

We were met with subdued light- 
ing, understated sophistication and 
that was about it. There were no host- 
esses, no hordes of hungry people 
and no visible customers. After pok- 
ing our heads around a wall or two to 
announce our presence, a hostess had 
us seated in the almost empty room 
within seconds. 

Muted tones surrounded us on all 
sides—earthy greens, browns and 
creams. Unadorned walls, luxurious 
seats and rich wood tables made a 
simple but elegant statement. They 
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17595 STONY PLAIN ROAD, 780.487.2467 


define themselves as “fine casual,” 
and although I’m not exactly sure 
what that means, it seemed to fit. 

In no time we were greeted by our 
waiter, who, after greeting us, 
launched into “the spiel.” It began 
with his name and then just kept 
going, touching on everything and 
anything Chop. Evidently everything 
at Chop is made in-house, their steaks 
are all cut on the premises and then 
broiled at 1800° to seal in the juices, 
and they recommend you eat steak. 

Our waiter then quietly disappeared 
and left us to peruse the menu. Chop 
is very much a steakhouse, but a 
steakhouse with a few refined twists. 
Instead of fries, you get “fresh house- 
cut pommes frites with Grana Padano 
Parmesan shards, sea salt, pepper and 
three dips.” You get the idea. 

Since my husband really needed his 
steak, we launched right into the 
entrées. He ordered the 14 oz New York 
Striploin ($34), so 1 went against house 
recommendations by ordering the 
Macadamia Crusted Mahi-Mahi ($30). 


WHEN MY HUSBAND ordered his steak 


medium, a discussion ensued as to 
exactly what was meant by “medi- 
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um"”—evidence that Chop takes their 
steaks seriously. 

Since we were having quite the 
fancy dinner (for us anyways), red 
wine was a must. They have an 
amazing wine list, including a huge 
selection of wines by the glass, 
though we finally decided on a half- 
litre of Clay Station ($26). 

In the midst of sipping our lovely, 
full-bodied wine, a basket with three 
warm buns found its way to our table. 
We sampled a bit of the sourdough 
and ancient grain and, while okay, 
they were not overly memorable. 

Then our entrées arrived; again, sim- 
ple yet sophisticated. A square white 
plate held the generous cut of steak, a 
hefty and creamy mound of wasabi- 
infused mashed potatoes and a few 
token but colourful veggies. My mahi- 
mahi was gently nestled on top of a 
mound of those same mashed potatoes. 
Scattered around the fish was a ring of 
barely wilted, garlic-butter-sauteed 
spinach, dotted with red pepper slivers. 

The steak, although tender and juicy, 
was cooked unevenly simply because it 
was cut unevenly—curious considering 
they pride themselves on cutting their 


Jan Hostya 


own steaks. But the mashed potatoes 
were divine; creamy and chunky all at 
the same time. And the wasabi added 


quite the intriguing twist. 

My mahi-mahi looked spectacular 
but the sautéed spinach mixture tasted 
like salt, albeit salt with a hint of garlic 
It was carted away, and in time came 
back adorned with a new spinach mix- 
ture, but by this time the fish was dry 
and my husband's plate was looking 
decidedly empty. The mashed potatoes 
were still divine, however, and the 
spinach was more than edible. 

My stomach still needed some- 
thing, so we ordered dessert—their 
signature Twenty-Four Layer Choco- 
late Cake ($14). The towering wedge 
of rich, decadent, chocolate quickly 
erased any lingering mahi-mahi 
memories. And the side dish of 
smooth and velvety vanilla ice cream 
might possibly have been even better 

“Fine casual” or not, dining at Chop 
is an event. The prices are definitely 
not casual, but some of the food is 
fine. If you go, eat steak. And the 
wasabi-infused mashed potatoes. And 
the cake. Just not when there's 2 
radeo in town. ¥ 
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YMATIUK / sharman@vueweokly.com 
e Vietnamese sub is one of 
those things I have known about 
for years, but have never gotten 
sound to trying. When I'm craving 
for lunch I usually stick to 
pho, salad rolls and noodle bowls, but 
while I'm glancing out a window from a 
_ restaurant in Chinatown, | always see a 
sign for Vietnamese subs and think, “I 

must try one of those.” 

I'd heard from two of my friends 
that Van Loc has the absolute best 
Vietnamese subs in town, and at bar- 
gain basement prices. I decided to try 
out my first sub with someone who 
has an experienced palate, a friend of 
mine from work, Jason Lee, 

There was ample parking on 98 
Street, a stark contrast from 97th, 
when we walked in for lunch on a Fri- 
day. The menu offers a variety of subs 
ranging from assorted meats to chick- 
en. Jason and I decided on the 
Sausage sub for $3.50 and BBQ ham 
for a whopping $4.00. While we were 
waiting for our subs, | started reading 
a restaurant review from a few years 
back posted on the wall. It immedi- 
ately caught my attention because the 
writer said he ordered shrimp salad 
tolls. I love salad rolls. 1 looked at the 
billboard menu again and didn’t see 
it, but when we asked if they had 
them, they magically appeared from 
the back of the shop; four for $4.50. 

If you're wondering what exactly a 
Vietnamese sub is, it's quite the 
departure from your typical Viet- 
namese noodles and soup. The sand- 
wich of choice from Van Loc comes 
on a Vietnamese baguette stuffed 
with the meat, thinly sliced pickled 
carrots, cucumbers, and cilantro. We 
had a choice of spicy or not, and we 
both chose not. The subs are placed 
in a toaster oven for a few seconds 
and the larger-than-foot-long 
baguettes are wrapped and ready to 
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go in a few minutes. 

I asked where they got the bread 
from, but all I got for an answer was 
that it was a special order. My own 
memories of Vietnam are filled with 
wonderful breakfasts with fresh tast- 
ing baguettes, often arriving in the 
morning in a basket on a bicycle from 
a bakery nearby. Vietnam was part of 
the French colonial empire in Indochi- 
na in Southeast Asia, and while the 
French were forced out at the end of 
the French Indochina war, the influ- 
ence of French culture has remained 
in Vietnamese cuisine next to noodle 
soups and vermicelli bowls. _ 


WHILE MOST PEOPLE GET their subs to 


go, Jason and | sat down at one of the 
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two tables to get our fill of subs, office 
gossip and a little of the Vietnamese 
variety show on the restaurant's televi- 
sion. We had ours cut down the middle 
to share and found both the Viet- 
namese sausage and the BBQ ham to 
be excellent choices. I found the bread 
soft with a thin crispy crust; the cilantro 
and lightly pickled carrots made the 
sandwiches taste fresh, and not heavy, 
making ita light, yet filling, lunch. 

We learnt that Loi Van Thai and his 
family have been making tasty subs at 
Van Loc for 11 years. Jason figured out 
that the family could also speak Can- 
tonese, so he helped me out by asking 
my questions for me. He tried asking 
again where they got their bread from, 
but the answer came with laughter. He 
translated for me that it was a trade 
secret, and they weren’t confessing 
where the tasty baguettes were from 

I’m not sure if it was because I was 
doing a review, or because of Jason's 
handy dandy Cantonese skills, but we 
got a free sample of dessert. I would 
have guessed it was a doughnut, but 
instead it was a deep fried sweet 
potato with a yellow bean paste 
inside. 1 found the treat to be quite 
tasty and not as sweet as I would 
have expected. Jason thought it was 
top shelf and said he would certainly 
come back for the $1.75 delight. 

1 was extremely pleased with my 
first Vietnamese sub experience, and I 
was shocked that for $14 we got two 
subs, shrimp salad rolls, and two cans 
of pop. Van Loc is obviously a popular 
place as there was a constant flow of 
people coming to pick up orders or 
place one for a sub. If you're looking 
for something different, kick it to the 
quieter street in Chinatown, just make 
sure you don’t go on a Tuesday as it’s 
the only day this quaint little sub shop 
isn’t open. For $3.50 a sub, Van Loc is 
certainly a quick and healthy down- 
town deal to be had. w 
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Beefy Italian 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 


hen you first meet Sonny 
Wz corporate executive 
chef of the Sorrentino’s 


empire, your initial impression might 
lead you to believe that he is a some- 
what quiet and reserved man. And 
while that may hold true through the 
obligatory round of preliminary 
chitchat and the first few sips of 
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SONNY SUNG 
CORPORATE EXECUTIVE CHEE SORRENTINO AND 
BISTECEA 


PROFILE 


steaming hot coffee, it abruptly 
changes at the mere mention of Bis- 
tecca. He becomes animated and 
engaged, his eyes flashing and his 
arms waving, and the realization 
dawns: this is one passionate man 

Bistecca has been dubbed Edmon- 
ton’s first “Italian” steakhouse. It begs 
the question—what, exactly, is an Ital 
ian steakhouse, and how is it any dif- 
ferent from any of the typical, 
run-of-the-mill Alberta steakhouses 
that grandly occupy so much of our 
city's prime real estate? 

“Essentially, it’s a simple take on 
steak,” Sung says as he launches into 
an in-depth description..“First, we 
take the best steaks available—Spring 
Creek Ranch Premium Alberta Beef. 
Then we pan sear them before they 
go on the grill. it holds in the juice 
and brings out the flavour. At the end 
they are brushed with one of the 
finest olive oils-it gives them a bit of a 
peppery taste-and sprinkle them with 
some sea salt and fresh herbs. That’s 
it—take the best ingredients, always 
all natural, and prepare them simply.” 

Evidently there's some extremely 
good beef roaming through the Italian 
countryside, very similar to the quality 
of what you find here in Alberta. What 
we were missing was the Italian way of 


preparing that beef, so Carmelo Rago, 
owner of the Sorrentino’s conglomer- 
ate, decided to remedy that. 

Sung first analyzed all of the steak- 
houses around Edmonton and “didn’t 
see anything special.” So he hopped 
on a plane to Las Vegas and ate steak 
at some of the best steakhouses 
America has to offer. 

Back in Edmonton, armed with a 
few hints and tips, he went to work 
designing Bistecca’s menu. “It’s a rus- 
tic Italian restaurant that offers great 
steaks. Alberta has such good beef 
that we wanted to take advantage of 
having such a great product.” 

Sung isn’t Italian himself, and 
much of his background is in French 
cooking. “French cooking is one of 
the best for learning the fundamen- 
tals. Their cooking takes a lot of time 
Italian cooking means taking the best 
products and putting them together in 
a very simple manner. They are 
essentially two different worlds.” 

So, when Sung joined Sorrentino’s 
about nine years ago, he had to learn 
about the Italian side of cooking. “Thad to 
learn every single thing—from the inside 
and outside. And then I had to build a 
team, one that works well together. It 
means I'm constantly learning. | still 
sometimes work seven days a week.” 


SUNG OVERSEES BOTH Bistecca and 


Sorrentino’s downtown (and their 
chefs, Joon Yoo and Albert Kwok), but 
his real passion is cooking. “I work 
side-by-side with my chefs, cooking 


JOON YOO 
CHEF, BISTECCA 


JAN HOSTYN / jan@vueweekly.com 


young. 


and he gets it right away.” 


confidence in. “He's extremely good for 
a young chef. He has a lot of potential to 
become someone in the future.” 

As for Yoo, he says that he welcomed 
the challenge of Bistecca and feels 
comfortable running it, especially with 
Sung's help. 

He's also quietly modest. “Maybe it's 
huge, running Bistecca, | don’t know. | 
don't find it hard. | like trying new 
things, so | welcome the challenge.” 

Right flow, Yoo is simply enjoying it 
all—and working. He typically puts in 
about 11 hours a day, six days a week. 
“| just want to cook all the time.” Except 
at home—there his wife does the hon- 
ours. W 


right along with them. I want them 
perfect. If I.can get them to 80 per 
cent, I'm happy.” 

His mission is to give his clientele 
“the best meal that they can have, 
one that no one else can give them 
That's why they come to see you, to 
get the best.” 

And Sung has very definite opinions on 
what constitutes the best. Bistecca’s care- 
fully set tables, with their pristine white 
tablecloths, are noticeably lacking in the 
usual assortment of bottled sauces. Cus- 
tomers even have to ask for salt and pep- 
per. "If you buy a good product, why spice 
it up? Why ruin the quality of a great 
steak? It’s my job as a chef to season 
everything perfectly for you. We test 
everything before we send it out—when it 
gets to you, it doesn’t need seasoning.” 

He does admit that he has made 
one concession—ketchup. When 
Bistecca first opened, there was no 
ketchup to be found on the premis- 
es. “We deep-fry the French fries in 
olive oil—that makes them healthy 
yet still taste great. Why would you 
want to put a convenience food 
loaded with sugar and salt on 


Even though the white chef's jacket quickly approaching has “Joon Yoo" carefully embla- 
zoned on it, it’s hard to believe that the man wearing it so confidently bears the same 
name. After all, Joon Yoo is the chef at Bistecca, Edmonton's first Italian steakhouse. It's 
quite the lofty and prestigious position. And the man striding towards me is young—very 


But it is most definitely Yoo. Apparently age and ability do not necessarily go hand-in- 
hand—he’s all of 27 years old. Sonny Sung, the corporate executive chef of the 
Sorrentino’s empire, says, “Yoo has the passion you need. | can explain anything to him 


And so Yoo, who came to Canada from Korea just seven years ago, now runs 99 
per cent of Bistecca’s kitchen. Sung is behind him, offering guidance and support. 
Quite the accomplishment, considering Yoo knew nothing about cooking—or English, 

for that matter—when he first arrived here. 
’ His first couple of years were spent learning the language. And, because he had to 
eat, he began to cook. But that sparked an interest and led him to enroll in NAIT's 
Culinary Arts program. As soon as he graduated, he went to work at Sorrentino’s. 

Despite his age, he’s an award-winning chef; he won two silver medals at the 
International 2006 Food and Hotel Asia competition and is frequently described as 
"the top apprentice in Canada.” And he is someone Sung seems to have complete 
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them?” But the customer outcry was 
too strong, so now Bistecca offers 
ketchup. Ketchup that Sung makes 
though—it gives him control over 
the ingredients. But you still won't 
find it on the tables. 

Sung says that, because he a pas- 
sion for cooking, he never feels stress 
“1 own the job, I don’t do the job.’ 
Instead, he calculates and plans 
ahead. “If something goes wrong 
there has to be a reason. You figure 
out what’s wrong and you fix it.” 

But he also admits that something 
does go wrong every single day. And 
with an impish grin, divulges that, 
“Sometimes you just have to go into 
the freezer to cool down.” 

So yes, Bistecca is a steakhouse, 
but Sung believes it’s unlike any 
steakhouse you've ever experienced 
There’s the rustic Italian menu; 
there’s the focus on healthy, natural 
ingredients; and there's the decep 
tively simple but utterly delicious 
treatment of all the menu items, the 
beef in particular. Just don’t expect 
the cornucopia of condiments thal 
simply add clutter. w 
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Plenty of fru 
but not kiwi 


tie 
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New Zealand is a new and blossoming 


wine region. It's had several consistant- 


vintages that have delivered many qual- 
ity wines. Typically, though, one expects 
Sauvignon Blanes and Pinots from the 
Southern Islands. When | was offered a 
couple of bottles of their latest vintage, 
| thought it would be OK, but | was 
quite excited when one was a Merlot- 
Malbec blend. This is a common but not 
typical blend from Bordeaux—Malbec 
added to offer some extra depth and 
colour to the Merlot—but | was sur- 
prised to hear that New Zealand was 
trying their hand at that grape. The 
Pinot Gris was a little more expected 
but, nevertheless, worthy of a try. 

| started with the Pinot Gris. The 
deep yellow juice showed a hint of 
oranges and offered up a very 
relaxed nose with lots of underlying 
citrus notes. | found the wine slight- 
ly acid, moreso than most, but it had 
a decent body and structure to it. 
The taste of nectarine was 
strongest, particularly at the front of 
the palate, but it disappeared a lit- 
tle quickly for my tastes. 

Overall, | found the wine to be a pleas- 
ant drink at a more than fair price. 

Next was the Merlot-Malbec. This wine 
showed as a limp, watered down juice 
with a lighter colour than one would 
expect. But with a good sniff of the odour, | 


LANGANO 


was drawn to close 
my eyes and imag- 
ine the colours. It 
sounds complete- 
ly silly but the 
Nose was 
intoxicating, 
partly due to 
the punch of 
alcohol but 
also the 
earthy 
undertones. 
A pleasure 
to smell but 
what of the 
taste? 

| found 
the wine to 
be quite tart 
and loaded 
with tannins. 
Slowly the 
overreliance 
on tannins 
fades and it 
offers up 
deeper 
flavours of 
spice and 
leather. These. 
flavours linger 
for quite a 
while. 

| found this wine 
to be one of dueling personalities. Limp 
colour and weak start with tremendous 
nose and flavours towards then end. 
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Every Day! 
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STANT LAND 


DISTANT LANE 


Again, 
for the price, ' 
worthy of a try. | do look forward to seeing 
What the future holds for this winery. w 
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VIVA ITALIA 


With the recession coming fast and 
furious, I'm sure that if you're like me 
you're looking for ways to put more and 
more money away into a savings 
account, and less into your belly. But of 
Course, We are not living in caves here 
(yet), nor should we eat like we do. 
Here's an excellent solution—bring 
your lunch to work. Whether you 
already do or you never have, here's 
another suggestion—get your brown 
bag essentials at the Italian Centre. The 
centre's selection of fine cheeses, 
amazing breads, out of this world condi- 
ments and delicious cured meats will 
make you forget about that overpriced 
deli around the comer from your office, 
and maybe even the cute server who 
works there. You'll be the absolute hit 
of the office with your delicious sand- 
wiches, and you'll be a hit at home with 
your ability to pay the mortgage, car 
payments and insurance premiums. 


DUSTY BOTTLES 


And hey, if you don't give a crap about 
money {or if you're one of these AIG 
executives getting a huge bonus with 
taxpayer money, but for some reason 
you live in Edmonton) then Devine Wines 
has got the tasting for you—Top Drops 
Series: High End Canadians. You can 
taste some seriously, seriously top shelf 
wines at this event such as Mission Hill 
Occulus, Black Hills Nota Bene and Bur- 
Towing Owl among others, but this tast- 
ing isn't going to came cheap—though | 
can assure you it'll be worth it. Spending 
$75 is a very reasonable way to have the 
opportunity to sample a few things that 
you might not get to enjoy every day, Call 
780.421.9463 for more information, or 
[ Visit devinewines.ca, w 


We hawe a huge -| 
Selection of single 
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well special 
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9045 - 99TH STREET | 
PHONE 780-461-0809. 
TOLL FREE 888-461-0191 


KECNEORK.COM 


theWinc | 
Me Cellar 


FINE WINES & ACCESSORIES 


CANADA'S FIRST 
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Revelstoke rising 


Sophomore year is about pedigree, 
powder and double the terrain 


JEREMY DERKSEN / snowzone@vueweekly.com 
f Jive never been here before,” says 
[= red coat. Inching to the edge, 
I peer over a three-metre cliff at 
giant marshmallows. Skirting the rocky 
precipice, my friend Vince and I enter 
the boulder field from the penphery. 
The twoscouts ahead of us are 
staking cliff warning signs on Revel- 
stoke Mountain Resort’s myriad 
cliffs—over 100 signs and counting, 
according to Troy Leahey, RMR ava- 
lanche forecaster. "We had two 
patrollers devote about a week to find- 
ing and marking all the cliffs they 
could find in new terrain opened this 
year,” he comments. Even for some 
who work here this is frontier territory. 
Somewhere below is civilization 
the day lodge that still serves as the 
main base for the resort (including 
guest services, cafeteria and gift shop) 
until construction finishes at the 
Nelsen Lodge base some time this 
March. But up here we're christening 
virgin terrain. “I'm thinking of calling 
it Boulderdash,” red coat quips 
Time evaporates in crystallized 
snow contrails, sun baking the rocks. 
We're late for a Sunday afternoon 
rendezvous and we have to relay a 
message. I try my cell phone. There's 
reception, just. | dial RMR base opera- 
tions. No answer, just a recorded 
message. Then dead air. 


PARALLELS IN HISTORY, abridged. in 


1885, the famous last spike on the 
Canadian Pacific Railway was pounded 
just west at Craigellachie, extending a 
lifeline over the Canadian Cordillera. It 
was part of a nation-building exercise 
to unite east and west. 

This fall, RMR turned the final screw 
on its gondola extension, uniting the 
base to the top of Mount McKenzie 
and launching the resort into the 
record books for longest vertical in 
North America with 1713 metres. Add 
the Ripper Chair in North Bowl, and 
RMR opened the season with 50 per 
cent new terrain. With each new step, 
sidecountry and frontcountry become 
more integrated and accessible 

At 15.2 kilometres, the run Last Spike 
now Officially claims the North Ameri- 
can title for longest run. It beats the for- 
mer champ, Whistler's Peak to Creek, 
by almost two kilometres. RMR is easily 
a match for Whistler in other areas as 
well—terrain, fall lines and powder. 

Not that Whistler is the best yard- 
stick, just the one most readily known 


= REVELSTOKE 


to skiers by virtue of its persistent 
number one rankings in ski magazine 
surveys. For variety and challenging 
terrain, Vince likens RMR more close- 
ly to its nearest neighbour, Red Moun- 
tain, where “even the most advanced 
skiers can scare themselves.” 

Personally I think RMR can bump 
off Whistler in a few of those ranking 
categories. For what it’s worth, I'm 
hoping it does. 


VERTIGO. GREELEY BOWL. pointed over 


skis. Torpedo-shaped hut rattled by 
cresting winds, a black missile hun- 
kered into the mountain, braced 
against snowy blasts. The in-bounds 
markers have moved up since the pre- 
vious year, Opening a Death Star saddle 
so’wide it could swallow Nakiska. 

Across the new alpine bowl, big lines 
beckon. We gamble, not sure where 
they're leading. To the left, the pitch 
drops below sight line; all that’s visible 
is a runout some 50 or 60 feet below. 

Lower down, off the Ripper, the 
Back Forty glades shunt us repeatedly 
out to the boundary. Soon it becomes 
clear it’s a kind of skier’s reverse vor- 
tex. Gravitational] drift spirals you 
away from the middle. The woods get 
thicker and thicker as we work our 
way in. To get to some of the best, 
most challenging runs you have to 
bushwhack. If you follow the easy 
lines, they'll spit you out 

At one point Vince is levered across 
a chute, his skis suspended at tip and 
tail, bowing in the vacant space 
beneath his boots. Below him is a short 
drop into a narrow barrel line buffeted 
by rock and tree on either side. A tech- 
nical line that takes guts and skill. No 
way out but down. This is what the 
dedicated come for. And they are. 

The masses, however, have yet to 
swarm the resort. In its debut year RMR 
notched 97 000 visits. This year's predic- 
tion is for 130 000. Those aren't bad 
numbers but they pale next to Whistler's 
average of over 1.5 million skier visits 
annually. Perhaps that’s a concern for 
shareholders, but for skiers it’s ideal. 


SKI HISTORY is a living thing here. You 
can feel it in the mornings when you 
walk into the Modern café—with its 
sumptuous scents, earthy wood décor 
and alpine art on the walls—and run 


into tour operators like Scott New- 
some, the first-ever ACMG certified 
snowboard guide. There's a vibe at the 
Village Idiot or the Cabin on a Saturday 
night. Ski paraphernalia plasters the 
wails. In almost every nook you'll find 
lifties, heli guides, ski patrollers and 
other types of alpine connoisseur. 

It’s the potential for discovery that 
attracts them here. But the phenome- 
non isn’t new. Big lines have just 
become more accessible with the 
advent of a major investor and the 
accompanying big lifts. 

Revelstoke is headquarters for the 
Canadian Avalanche Centre, as well 
as a long skiing tradition stemming 
back to the beginning of CPR rail serv- 
ice in the late 1880s. In 1891, a small 
group of transplanted Scandinavian 


skiers formed the Revelstoke Ski Club, 
which now lays claim to the title of 
the longest running ski club in Cana- 
da. (Nelson, BC formed a club earlier 
but it was inactive for a period.) 

Back then, many Canadians still 
referred to skis as “Norwegian snow- 
shoes.” The town was variously 
known as the “Cradle of Western Ski- 
ing” and “Capital of Canada’s Alps.” 

By the 1920s and ‘30s, Revelstoke 
was an international hotspot for ski 
jumping. The town claims several 
famed North American jumpers 
including Nels Nelsen, the namesake 
for RMR’s base village. 


Hucking one of many soft kick~ 


ers, | imagine Nelsen rattling down- 
hill on splintery wooden planks, 
feet bound to the hulking boards 
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Supplied 


with soft leather straps. The snow 
is dusted with pine needles, the 
sides of the run lined with specta- 
tors in breeches and top hats. But 
it’s all a blur as he launches into 
the air and thrusts his body for- 
ward, flying nearly 80 metres 
before coming back to earth. 


AN HOUR LATE, mildly sunburnt ané 
still vibrating with excitement, Vince 
and I finally make our afternoon 
meetup with Ashley Tait, RMR com 
munications manager. During our 
visit she reports that the first show 
suite at Nelsen is complete. 

Beyond that, a small, carpeted 
oasis several hundred square fee! 
wide serves as the lodge’s sole func” 
tional area. There’s a small ticke! 


ne ig ee Br — 
18 ~~ WWE WEEN —_MAR19- MAR 25, 2009 


SNOW ZONE 


oms and a rental shop 
tic, state-of-the-art ski 
nology. The other two 
little but rebar, concrete 


main buildings, a series 
to trees indicate where 
ill eventually go in. 

with the economy 
R real estate sales 
and bills mounted. The 
cture financing 
the end, former 


; sort, which is largely 
state sales for prof- 
ity meeting on 


new owl would stand firm. 

Sree ceaicusly optimistic 
about the mountain's future, saying that 
the ownership is “prepared to weather 
{the economic downturn] because 
frankly, it’s a great product.” Last year 
RMR sold the most real estate of any 
resort across North America, with $130 
million. This year, skier numbers are up 
by 14 per cent, making RMR an anom- 
aly in an industry plagued by poor snow 
and low visitation. 

But he also warned that resort 
financing is still going to be tight until 
the economy revives, making major 
new additions unlikely in the near 
future. One of the upsides for skiers in 
slightly lower income brackets is that 
under the Gaglardis the resort is con- 
templating offering a more affordable, 
second-tier” real estate product. 

Call the banker? Or “Kill the 
Banker?” Tough choice. The latter, a 
sidewinding mogul field beneath the 
gondola, rides like the stock market. 
Unpredictable, with sudden drops and 
unexpected obstacles. But when it's 
ripe, it’s one hell of a good time. 


VISION. THAT'S WHAT it takes to-build 
the best ski resort in North America. 
Over 20 years the community of Rev- 
elstoke has harboured its dream. Now 


February 2 (reported in the Revelstoke 
, Tom Gaglardi said the . 


INCREDIBLE 
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PACKAGE 


FREE CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST: 35S 


1402 Bow Valley Trail 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 1N5 
Www.canmoreinn.com 


i's coming to fruition. But looking 
ahead in the midst of the current 
social climate is tricky. 

For some perspective, | seek out 
Greg Hill. An accomplished freeskier 
and backcountry touring athlete, Hill 
set a world record by skiing 50 100 
vertical feet in a single 24-hour 
Span—without the assistance of lifts. 

Formerly: based in Whistler, he now 
lives in Revelstoke. Why? ” The lure of 
an undeveloped town surrounded by 
endless ski mountaineering adven- 
tures, combined with an unparalleled 


~ amount of perfect powder and deep 


endless winters,” he answers. “This 
Place seemed ideal, affordable and 
comfortable with the deepest, lightest 
snowbelt in Canada.” e 

The mountains aren't changing. 
Backcountry enthusiasts will always 
have a wide range of choice from Mt 
Revelstoke to Frisby Ridge. Some even 
skin up the slopes at the resort. And 
RMR is the only North American resort 
to offer lift, cat, heli and backcountry 
nding in one location (although for the 
time being the heli-pad is still stationed 
several kilometres from the base.) 

The question is, what will happen to 
that “undeveloped town” over time, 
now that a major corporation is head- 
ing up resort development. Hill is posi- 
tive but philosophical. “It's brought a lot 
of new people to town and increased 
the opportunity for employment. 
There's nothing wrong with that,” he 
Says. “I think the heart of the town still 
remains. Will it remain forever?” 

One thing that hasn't changed is the 
local talent. There’s always been a 
strong contingent of alpine skiers, he 
Says. But with the new resort, he says, 
‘There is a rise in freeskiers. It will grow 
an amazing generation of skiers. Ican't 
wait to ski these lines with my kids.” 

Proof positive: a major freeskiing 
tour organizer has recently been in 
talks with RMR to examine the possibil- 
ity of hosting an event on the moun- 
tain. Nothing has been confirmed to 
date but it's only a matter of time. Hill 
concludes, “No place can compare with 
the position of this town.” 

One more reason why Revelstoke 
will soon be the dominant ski locale 
in North America. If it isn’t already. w 
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transportation 
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* 2 days Lift tickets 
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Deluxe room with 2 queen beds 

One ski pass per adult for one of the Big Three Resorts: 
(Sunshine Village, Lake Louise or Mount Norquay) 
Free deluxe continental breakfast 

Three-story waterslide, indoor pool, hot tub 

and fitness room 
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CONDITIONS REPORT 


Local 


Rabbit Hal — 60cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Snow Valley — GOcm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs now open. 
San Finige — 60cm base, 4cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Edmonton Ski Chub — Open. 


Alberta 


Canada Olympic Park — 70cm base, no new snow. 5 lifts and 7 runs open. 
Castle Meuntam — 76-157cm base, no new snow. All lifts and 50 runs open. 
Lake Louise — 174-194em base, 24em new snow. 9 lifts and 125 runs open. 
Marmet Basin — 107cm base, no new snow. 6 lifts and 79 runs open. 

Mt. Norquay — 85cm base, 3cm of new snow. All lifts and 26 runs open. 
Hakiska — 22-108em base, 23cm of new snow. 5 lifts and 28 runs open. 
Sunshine Vilage — 180cm base, 31cm of new snow. 12 lifts and 106 runs open. 
Tewatinaw — 50cm base. All lifts and runs open. 


/ B.C. 


Apax — 191cm base, 17cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Big White — 196cm base, 20cm of new snow. 15 lifts and all runs open. 
Femie — 225-224cm base, Sem of new snow. All lifts and 110 runs open. 
Kicking Horsa — 17 {cm base, 32cm of new snow. 

) Kimberley — 104cm base, no new snow. 5 lifts and 77 runs open. 

| Mt Weshingtoa — 212cm base, 28cm of new snow. 3 lifts and 58 runs open. 
Panorama — 59-110cm base, 21cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 


Get up to date conditions, easy to search @ vueweekly.com 


} Powder King — 148-352cm base, 18cm of new snow. 

Red Mountain — 194cm base, 10cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

"| Ravelstoke — 101-236cm base, no new snow. 5 lifts and 52 runs open. 

1 Saver Star — 155-203cm base, 20cm of new snow. 12 lifts and all runs open. 
Sun Peaks — 139-175em hase, 14cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Whistler/ Blackcomb — 224cm base, 82cm of new snow. 

White Water — 238cm base, 31cm of new snow. 


}U.S.A. 


AQ North — 188-269cm base, 40cm of new snow. 4 lifts and 70 runs open. 

Big Sky — 152-228cm base, 17em of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 

Crystal Mountain — 155cm base. 7 lifts and 45 runs open. 

Great Divide — 101cm hase. 7 lifts and 80 runs open. 

Lookout Pass — 231-338cm base, 45cm of new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Mt. Spokane —.137-244cm base, no new snow. All lifts and runs open. 
Schweitzer Mt. — 241-305cm base, 18cm of new snow. 8 lifts and all runs open. 
Silver Mt. Resart — 170-264cm base. 

Sun Valley — 81-172cm base. All lifts and runs open. 


All conditions accurate as of Mar 18, 2009. 
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DAVE BUCHANAN / daveb@vueweekly.com 


en it comes to Nordic skiing 
destinations in Alberta, the 
usual suspects—Banff, Lake 


Louise, Canmore, Jasper—seem to have 
a lock on our wintry imaginations. And 
no wonder. These places offer exten- 
sive trails, terrific scenery, almost guar- 
anteed snow and luxurious 
accommodations. 

All of which is fine, if you can 
afford it. But there are other options— 
smaller, less well-known places that 
have the same snow and scenery, the 
trails without all the trappings and 
perfectly comfortable (if sometimes 
rustic) lodgings—all for half the price 
of the fancypants mountain resorts. 

The Bearberry Nordic Centre 
and Cabins, in the rolling foothills of 
the Rocky Mountains near Sundre, 
Alberta (a three-hour drive from 
Edmonton) and a recent discovery for 
me, is one such place. Our family paid 
a visit a few weeks back, and what a 
curious little gem we found. 

Bearberry calls itself a Nordic 
Centre but this label doesn’t quite 
capture the unique feel of the 
place. “Nordic Centre” suggests 
ski clubs, legions of volunteers, 
loppets and the like. In fact, Bear- 
berry is a private working farm 
(beef, mainly), with a handful of 
cabins for rent throughout the 
year and about 35 km of cross- 
country ski trails in the winter. 
The Nordic Centre is a sideline to 
the main farming operation, and, 
as a result, it has a kind of home- 


. grown, off-grid feel to it. 


Currrent owners Adrian and Inge 
Klis, originally from the Netherlands, 
bought the place 15 years ago. While 
visiting Alberta on a holiday they fell 
in love with the landscape around 
Sundre and decided they wanted to 
make a new home there. 

For the Klises, the transition to 
life in rural Alberta wasn’t always 
easy though. They were city folks, 
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who spoke practically no English, 
and they had never cross-country 
skied in their lives. Yet they found 
themselves the proud owners of a 
small Nordic Centre. 

In the early years, winter was a 
quiet, isolated time on the farm, so 
Adrian and Inge embraced the 
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Pica fe Sundre’ S Nordic secret 


Nordic Céntre concept as a way oi 
socializing, getting to know thei 
neighbors and improving their Eng- 
lish in the bargain. A handful oi 
Nordic enthusiasts would venture 
out to Bearberry on weekends and 
soon skiing became a communal! 
activity and an initiation into Cana 
dian culture. 

Meanwhile, Adrian and Inge began 
to learn the business, picking up the 
basics of trail maintenance and groom- 


ing. Adrian also began to expand the 
operation. When they bought the place, 
it featured a single cabin. Over the 
years, Adrian has added eight more 
cabins and expanded the ski trails. 

Visitors come from across the 
province, but not in hoards exact- 
ly. Promotion of the place is low 
key. They have a basic website 
(bearberrycabins.com), and rely 
mainly on word of mouth. Adrian 
admits the cross-country skiing 
business is no great money maker 
for them, but he has other reasons 
for continuing it. “I like to meet 
people, to socialize, and to be out- 
side, to work. This is why we do it. 
Not to get rich.” 


WE ARRIVED AS THE sun was set- 


ting In an orange blaze on a Fri- 
day night, and I admit that our 
first impressions were a bit 
dodgy. The Bearberry road sign 
had seen better days, the trails 


hadn’t been groomed in a while 
and the disheveled biathlon range 
looked like it hadn’‘t been used 
since the Calgary Olympics. Our 
hearts sank a bit. 

But we were worried for nothing, 
it turns out. When he saw that we 
were keen skiers, Adrian offered to 
groom the trails for us the next day. 
I was skeptical, but sure enough, 
early the following morning | met 
him in the meadow; he was out with 
his snowmachine setting tracks 
before most of his guests had had 
their first cup of coffee. 

This kind of hospitality, we 
learned, is part of the deal at Bear- 
berry. The services might strike 
some as minimalist, but ask for 
something and you'll probably get it. 
When I told Adrian that our snow 
tire-less city car could barely make it 
up the hill to our cabin, and that we 
were concerned about driving up 
and down between the main trails 


and our cabin, he track-set a ski trail 
practically from our door through 


. the woods to the main trails so we 


could ski back and forth. 

The actual ski trails offer a bit of 
everything for the classic enthusiast: 
some pleasant up-and-down runs 
through the aspen forest, a pretty 
meadow loop and a lovely trail along 
the top of the James River valley. Only 
about 15 km of trails were track-set 
when we were there, but plenty more 
had been skier-made, and Adrian 
would have set more if we'd asked. 


OUR CABIN WAS ALSO a pleasant 
surprise: spacious, bright, practical- 
ly new and a steal at $150 a night. 
The accommodations at Bearberry 
span the rusticity spectrum, from 
tiny shacks sans running water 
(mainly for summer use), to spa- 
cious family-sized cabins like ours, 
with modern kitchens, Jacuzzi tubs 
and satellite Tv. 

What's most impressive about 
the layout of the place is the way 
most of the cabins are spread out, 
not clustered together in an 
orderly compound. Our Eagle 
Cabin, with a stunning hill-top 
view, was a five-minute drive 
from the main office—at night, 
while out stargazing, we could 
just make out the lights of the 
next closest cabin down below us 

It didn’t take us long to realize that 
the slight air of dilapidation about the 
place (trail signs falling off, a variety 
of disused out-buildings) was, in fact, 
a disguise meant to scare off the fan- 
cypants set. 

But for those who can see past the 
beard, Bearberry offers a picturesque, 
unpretentious, and inexpensive Nordic 
getaway experience. It’s the kind of 
place you almost don’t want to write an 
article about, for fear of letting too 
many people in on the secret. v 
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Up at Marmot Basin, snowfall was lacking in late January, but 
since then the weather gods have been providing steady snow- 
falls with great frequency. As of last weekend, the mid-moun- 
tain gauge showed a base of 103 centimetres, well above my 
marginal base meter at Marmot. For me anything over 65 cm is 
Qood and when you get above 100 cm and there's 1 - 3 cm night- 
ly to keep it fresh, ski conditions are fantastic. 


y up and coming racers. 3 
cend in April, the Easy Rider Snowboard 
oF its 22nd year. For those of you keeping 
est running snowboard event in Canada. 
that are mostly about competition, this 
fun and good times on the slopes. 
vent, a boardercross and a park 
d that includes a coveted event 
fun event should be, the biggest party 
on on the Caribou Lodge deck where the 
The easiest way to get in on the 
780.413.4554. w 


Castle Mountain 


Recently, southern Alberta's Castle Mountain Resort has been 

getting daily snowfalls and the slopes are in prime condition 
for spring skiing and partying. This weekend on Saturday, 
March 21 the resort is hosting its annual King of the Castle 
dual slalom followed by a party and dance in the day lodge 
with a live performance by Suite 33. 

On Sunday there'll be a public viewing for entrants in 
the second annual Powdertales Film Festival. This festival 
is open to anyone as long as you are not a professional 
filmmaker, producer or director. There are several cate- 
gories including action, drama and bloopers, so you can be 
sure this will be a raucous time. With a maximum time 
limit of five minutes, there should be plenty of variety. Get 
out and have a look. Or better yet, with everyone busy in 
the lodge the slopes will be all yours. 

If you have some extra cash around because you 
pulled out of the stock market last summer, you may 
want to think about purchasing a lot at Castle Moun- 
tain. Recently, two new lots have come up for pur- 
chase. If you're looking to build a ski-to-your door 
dream home, this would be the only place in Alberta. 
Not only is Castle fantastic in the winter, during the. 
offseason this is a great place to kick back ahd relax 
without the mega resort people crunch. w 


* SNOW ZONE 


THE NEW WAY TO RENT oKiIS/ 


BETTER SKIS - LOWER PRICE - QUICK SERVICE 


t drive °P 


STAY AT THE ASTORIA, A FRIENDLY, FAMILY RUN 
HOTEL THAT CATERS TO ATHLETIC AND ADVEN- 
TUROUS PEOPLE. OUR RATES ARE MODEST, THE 
ROOMS ARE ATTRACTIVE WITH COMFORTABLE 
AND LOTS OF AMENITIES. 


“CENTRAL JASPER LOCATION ADJACENT TO TOTEM'S SPORT SHOP 

*AVARIETY OF RESTAURANTS NEARBY CLOSE TD EQUIPMENT RENTAL SHOPS FOR 
SWING, SNOBOARDING, TOURING, XCOUNTRY, AND MOUNTAINEERING. 

*PAPA GEORGE'S RESTAURANT AND THE DE'D DOG BAR & GRILL IN THE HOTEL 

“COMPLIMENTARY PASSES TO THE LOCAL AQUATIC CENTRE {THREE BLOCKS AWAY 


Are you goofy? 


Adjust your board stance to 


your riding style 
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As humans, we want to be comfortable. 
We've managed to invent things to make 
us relatively comfortable in the most 
uncomfortable situations: shammies for 
bikers’ bums, neoprene for cold surfing, 
caffeine for boring moming meetings and 
adjustable bindings for snowboarding. 
But one of the biggest mysteries to a bur- 
geoning boarder is just where to put 
those bindings to be comfy in a sport 


known for its unforgiving face-plants and 
breathtaking butt checks. 

While it’s entirely a manner of pref- 
erence, you don’t really know what 
you prefer until you've spent some 
serious time in the snow. Before you 
can do that, stand on your binding-less 
board wearing your boots. Stand in a 
bit of a squat and see how comfort- 
able you feel. Your feet should be 
slightly wider than shoulder width— 
have someone push you to find if 
you're stable. If you tip easily, widen 
your stance. Look at where your feet 
are and mimic that distance when you 
attach the bindings. 


If you're unsure which foot to angle 


forward, wax your floor, put on some 
clean socks and do a running slide 
across it. If you don’t like housework, 
go play on an icy street. The foot you 
automatically put forward in your slide 
is your front foot. This one will be 
angled more than your back foot— 
details on that later. 

The three basic measurements you 
must choose are stance width, set- 
back and angle. The width of your feet 
affects your board control, which is 
why it’s a good idea to get a buddy to 
push you when you're choosing how 
you want to stand. The wider your 
stance, the more stable you are—so 
if you want be a jib master, spread 
your feet. If you'd rather scream down 
a badass fall line, a narrow stance is 
less stable but allows you easier turn 
transition. 

Once you pick whether it’s park or 
piste, think about powder. The best 
board control comes with a zero or cen- 
tred stance. Use the default holes on 
your board—they're usually set about 


25 millimetres behind the true centre of 
the board. 

If you're planning to carve your 
merry way through miles of vertical, 
set them back an inch. This lets you 
tide deep powpow in a more relaxed 
stance—without worrying about ass- 
over-teakettle nosedives. Too far back 
and you won't be able to turn, howev- 
er. You'll be more worried about eating 
tree without turn control, so play with 
your setback once you're good with 
powder at default. 


THE BIGGEST BINDING question is how 
much to angle them in relation to the toe 
side of the board. In general, a binding 
angle is about 15 degrees or less, but 
getting a better angle on the situation 
will make you a better boarder. 

The stance usually recommended by 
instructors and suitable for most purpos- 
es is the forward stance: the front foot is 
angled roughly 15 - 21 degrees and the 
tail foot at 0- 10 degrees. 

The crappy thing about this stance is 
the wacky way it feels going reverse. It 
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..-at a place you can barely find 


hurts your rear knee and feels like pur- 
gatory—you're not completely back- 
wards but rather somewhat sideways 
in a slippery half-reverse position. Not 
cool. This can be compensated for by 
just getting used to it, or by choosing 
the duck stance. ~ 

No longer exclusive to those with 
beaks, the duck is a great trickster 
stance, removing the forward bias 


“altogether: both feet are angled out- 


wards in opposite directions. But 
before your groin gives an involuntary 
groan, the angles only need to be 
about 10 degrees different: between 
30 - 0 degrees for the front and 
between -1 to -20 degrees for the 
back. For example, the front at 18 
degrees and the rear at -6 degrees is 
pretty laid back, while 15 degrees front 
and -15 degrees rear—a mirror 
stance—is more aggressive, allowing 
a rider to be completely reversible. 

The smartest way to learn how to ride 
is to play around. Bring your screwdriver 
and assess your angles. When it feels 
good, doit. w 
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STAY WITH 
FRIEI 


1 re \ 
Nestled at the {oest's edge within the town of Jasper our ic i 
provides convenient actess to local amenities and the own 


A 
We offer a variety of accommodations from cozy <o 


Cesstes— 


TRATTORIA 


otta, spa 
I suites, featuring welcoming Rocky Mountain decor lux srious duvets 
N i" E R and comfortable bede: 


Whilpocl/Sauna ‘ Fireplaces/K itchenettes * 
OUR # ENU FOR $30.00 


RESERVATIONS NOT REQUIR 
602 Connaught D 


across from the Jasper Train S 


A restful haven of Rocky Mountain comfort 


BearHillLedge.com * 780,852,3209 *-100 Bonhomme St Jasper 


PACKAGE INCLUDES 1 NIGHT OF ACCOMMODATION 


Price is based on double occupancy. Additional charges for extra adults 
or children would apply. Excludes Al) Holidays. Subject to availability. 
Applicable Sunday - Thursday for accommodation and Monday - Friday for Skiing 
This package must be reserved at least 24 hours in advance 


DRIVELESS, PAY LESS, SKI & RIDE MORE! 


JASPER, ALBERTA _ 1-866-952-3816 skimarmot.com 
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POLAROIDS proves to be more than just an exploration of Lukacs’ process 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN / adamwb@vaeweekly.com 
ithough his painting-centred 
Az includes a variety of 
works, Attila Richard Lukacs is 
best known for his large-scale paint- 
ings. His scenes of nude or semi-nude 
skinheads, workers and soldiers are 
known internationally, and these form 
the backbone which POLAROIDS: 
Attila Richard Lukacs and Michael 
Morris is built around. Only a handful 
of these are hung, representing Lukacs' 
current practice aS'well as a few exam- 
ples of his past works from the late- 
"80s and ’90s. They are surrounded by 
too many Polaroid photographs to 
count, Lukacs’ studies, reference mate- 
rials and experiments, painstakingly 
grouped together by Michael Moms. 

The main function of the Polaroids is 
to develop a two-way relationship with 
the paintings, not entirely unlike what 
we might imagine their relationship is 
inside of Lukacs’ studio. Lukacs' paint- 
ings are in part assembled from these 
Polaroid studies, each containing just 
one or two figures, with his large can- 
vases containing figures found in sever- 
al photos, often presented here close by. 
At its simplest level, then, Morris’ 
archive gives us a view of Lukacs' 
process which we might otherwise miss. 

But the number of Polaroids is over- 
whelming. As a simple archive, the 
collection of photographs seems like it 
would be of little interest aside from 
instructing us about Lukacs’ tech- 
nigues, and indeed the huge number.of 
12-photo grids can seem impenetrable. 
The images have a kind of sameness, a 
uniformity which is to be expected as 
we watch a time-lapse narrative of 
Lukacs asking his models to perform 
variations of each pose until he finds 
just the one that he needs. 

Although this sameness can make the 
Polaroids difficult to appreciate, at the. 
same time it is quite fascinating 
Although the models are often naked, 
they bring a kind of uniform with them 
even without clothes. Even when they 
stray from his favourite skinheads, the 
figures carry parts of their subcultural 
identities with them in their haircuts, 
their visible exercise regimens and the 
props present, whether a hoodie or a 
pair of boots. This individualized authen- 
ticity of the model expands the function- 
ing of the paintings, where we can see 
the same figures transposed into larger 
scenes and made sure of themselves by 
the uniqueness of their painted body. 


LUKACS’ PAINTINGS are delicately bal- 


aliédbetween logical unity and a jarring 
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WORKS BY ATTILA RICHARD LUKACS 
COLLECTED BY MICHAEL MORRIS 
ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA (10230 JASPER AVE) 
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sense of the unreal, and each one con- 
tains several layers of reality that we 
understand separately as we experience 
the work, starting with Lukacs’ most 
clearly visible artifice in his paint and in 
nonsensical or non-naturalistic elements 
in the paintings, as he invokes a flock of 
flamingoes or floating text in “Camou- 
flage.” The central figures of the paintings 
are where most of this complexity lies, as 
we are forced to reconcile the presenta- 
tion of these figures, which exist between 
the heroic nude and the salacious, per- 
haps pomographic photograph, with our 
ideas of what the subcultural aesthetic 
they carry with them represents, as well 
as what the are doing. 

Beyond this play of sex and vio- 
lence, explicit or implicit depending on 
the painting, the Polaroids present 
another tense level of fiction. Separat- 
ing the figures from their unreal sur- 
roundings and isolating them, their 
sense of exaggerated, muscly mas- 
culinity is changed significantly. In the 
paintings, despite their performances, 
the figures often seem curiously 
unaware of themselves, as to permit 
too much self-reflection would be to 
endanger their value as either fascists 
or pin-ups; by allowing just a touch of 
what is perceived as a femininity into 
their sealed-off, painted realities. 
Instead, their situations and actions 
seem routine, despite their nudity and 
sometimes absurdity, and Lukacs 
leaves his subjects with their grim 
facial expressions which are them- 
selves a part of their uniform, a kind of 
posture of hardness and authenticity. 

In the photographs; however, we not 
only see this exposed as a fiction, but we 
see another construction of Lukacs’ 
models, this time much less sure of 
themselves, their authenticities even 
more dangerously held. Play acting with 
wooden beams as guns and dressing in 
costumes is at once antithesis and inte- 
gral to Lukacs’ heroic/erotic masculinity. 
But the extent of the performances and 
their motives are very unclear, as the 
photographs imply one last reality, that 
of the model outside the studio, which 
we can only imagine. It is impossible to 
determine what part of their social per- 
formances, beyond the artificial world of 
paint, is this kind of pretending and what 
parts are backed by conviction. v 
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SARAH HAMILTON / hamilton Qvueweoklyeom 


sense of the sublime in Cana- 
| dian landscape painting often 
4S defaults to the Group of Seven, 


with little attention being paid to 19th 
century Canadian painters who were 
really more contemporary to the idea of 
the sublime. The “sublime,” as theorized 
by Immanuel Kant, is the sensation we 
get when our Sense of personal scale is 
obliterated. No matter what you're 
looking at, it is considered a negative 
feeling, because though you may be in 
awe of the landscape (and it usually is a 
landscape you're looking at), you real- 
ize that it’s much bigger and grander 
than you. You start to get the sense that 
your role in the world is quite insignifi- 
cant in the scheme of things. 

A Sense Sublime, now on at the 
AGA, looks at this notion of the sub- 
lime in art and how it was used by 
19th century Canadian painters to try 
and express the Canadian landscape. 
The drawback of their style of paint- 
ing was that it was based in British 


e enough 


$ » Sublime at the AGA looks at Canadian 
o pre-Group of Seven 


tradition and cultivated for the British 
landscape. Frederick Marlett Bell- 
Smith’s “Above Lake Louise” is almost 
unrecognizable as such, where as 
Adolphe Vogt's “The Approaching 
Storm” captures light similar to Syl- 
vain Voyer, but without the contem- 
plative awe of Voyer’s work. There’s a 
landscape by John Singer-Sargent, 
simply titled “Landscape” that hints at 
the hasty brush work that would char- 
acterize later landscape painters. 
Here, in this quick watercolour 
sketch, we not only get a sense of the 
sublime, but of the weather, the ter- 
rain, the temperature outside. 
However talented the artists are in 
this exhibition, Canadian audiences will 
have difficulty connecting with it 
because the style is so estranged from 
how we now imagine Canada to look. It 
truly characterizes a Canada without 
identity, something which we have 
always struggled with, and J sense land- 
scape helps us make that identity. The 
Group of Seven helped construct an 


Completely 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN / adamwb@vueweekly.com 
Art-historical referentialitiy is a crucial 
part of Attila Richard Lukacs’ paintings, 
and next door to POLAROIDS the AGA is 
showing Leaving Olympia, an historical 
examination of the nude. In particular, 
the smaller exhibit shows us something 
of the way artistic portrayals of heroism 
and eroticism have changed, especially 
in the last century-and-a-half. Despite 
warnings that the content may not be 
appropriate for all children, Leaving 
Olympia is clearly structured as an edu- 
cational show, packed with informative 
didactic panels, and seems like it is in 
part intended to function as support for 
Lukacs’ work. 

Leaving Olympia begins with an 
explanation of its title as a reference to 
Manet's famous work, and a discussion 
of the way that the nude changed dur- 
ing the century after its 1863 creation, 
through modernist and then feminist 
relmaginations. And the shaw presents 
to us a few examples of this, with a 
few 19th century paintings to set the 
Stage and work by Rodin which serves 
to set things in motion. But despite the 
(Mportance ascribed to this period, the 
bulk of the rest of the work seems to 


ing Oe ard, so instead af see- 
© Changes wrought through the 
20th century, we can only see their 


fesults, especially with the feminist 
work ited, which is drawn largely 
from the “80s and later. A few photo- 
Graphs and drawings are present from 


image of Canada, which, though 
flawed, has contributed to our overall 
Self-identification as the cold and harsh 
wilds of the north. There is a fierce 
pride in being able to say you come 
from a climate so extreme and magnifi- 
cent that it is unimaginable. Consider 
how we engage each other and visitors 
with comments about the weather. This 
is part of our identity that the Group of 
Seven helped construct. 


LOOKING AT THESE WORKS, which are 
SO easy on the eye, so traditional, so 
mundane, we consider that a contem- 
porary audience has little new to learn 
from these works, However, | think 
curator Shane Golby positions the 
paintings strategically. Other exhibi- 
tions in the AGA include a retrospec- 
tive of Sylvain Voyer and a polaroid 
exhibition by Attila Richard Lukacs and 
Michael Morris. These works all draw 
on the history of art for formal inspira- 
tion, though each artist uses tradition 
to create something new, interesting, 
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E= | LEAVING OLYMPIA 

<X | (NVEILING THE IDEALIZED NUDE 

ES | ART GALLERY DF ALBERTA (10230 JASPER AVE) 

the ‘30s and ‘70s, but their relationship 

to this change is inexplicit and their 

example definitely incomplete. * 
The more contemporary work is 

more successful, and viewed as 


less of an historical overview and 
more an exploration of Lukacs’ 
contemporaries, the show is more 
successful. But it is hard for a col- 
lection like this to really seize the 
imagination, despite the mood 
lighting, because one cannot help 
but feel that the work has been 
selected more for a sense of com- 
pleteness than for its own merit, 
no matter how good it may be. w 


and at one time, edgey. 

A Sense Sublime is a call to action, 
in many ways. A call to action against 
the boring, the dull, the inarticulate 
and stale art forms that we drag along 
in the name of tradition. It is a cau- 
tionary tale of 


and arts organizations were dealing 
with. Nearly two years later, we see 
a community which has taken con- 
trol of this issue, which has appro- 
priated empty and underused spaces 
to create new works of art in aman- 
ner not quite 


what happens 
when art 
becomes too 
institution- 
alised and reg- 
imented. And 
it is a reminder 
that new ideas 
can be bom in 
some of the 
most ordinary 
places. It is 
also a 
reminder of 
the respect, if 
subversive, 
that we carry 
for our past. It 
speaks to the 
intelligence 
and spirit with 
which we 
approach art in 
this country. 
Over the past few years we've 
witnessed an innovative use of 
space in the city, from the opening 
of the ARTery and the Hydeaway to 
major installation exhibitions such 
as The Apartment Show (2007) and 
The Bathhouse exhibition (2008). In 
2007, my colleague Mary Christa 
O'Keefe expressed concern for the 
quickly disappearing living, working 
and exhibition spaces that artists 
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done before 


These are 
exhibitions 
that add a 


sense of the 
personal expe- 
rience to 
decrepit and 
mammoth 
concrete 
structures, in 
their own way 
creating a 
sense of the 
urban sub- 
lime 
Curator 
Shane Golby 
does an 
excellent job 
of contextual- 
izing the 
experience of 
picturesque 
artwork within the 19th century. It 
is imperative to bring this experi- 
ence into the 21st century, into 
Edmonton, in to this context. His- 
torical analyses are important to 
an arts community, as they make 
connections and revisit simple 
questions of its audience. When 
was the last time we encountered 
contemporary art that evoked this 
sense of the sublime in us? v 
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Out of the cold 


Sharplin makes his Shadow debut 


PAUL BLING / blinev@veeweek!y.com 
cott Sharplin’s first work with John 
Ss == wasn't on a play. Rewind 
ack to 1998—when.-rewinding 
was a thing people did—and we find 
Sharplin working at the Altemative Video 
Spot, owned and operated by a certain 
Shadow Theatre Artistic Director. 

“That's how | first met him: hanging 
around the video store, having conver- 
sations about theatre and such, we kind 
of formed a professional relationship 
that went beyond the video store,” 
Sharplin explains. “I would write stuff 
and send him stuff, and he would let me 
know if he was interested in it or not.” 

The friendship proved beneficial for 
both men: Hudson has helped 
Sharplin develop a number of scripts 
over the years, even if they didn’t 
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STARRING TRACY PENNER, GARETT ROSS 
VARSCONA THEATRE 1092-83 AVE) S17 -$25 
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quite fit into Shadow’s mandate, and 
now Sharplin has given Hudson the 
freshly-penned A Year of Winter. 

“The first couple of times, it was 
like ‘This is a great script now, but it's 
not for us,” Sharplin explains. “He 
encourages that play to develop, and 
if it develops in a different direction 
than what his mandate is [for Shad- 
ow], then we have to let it go.” 

A Year In Winter is the local play- 
wright's first script to see a-full Shadow 
production, and follows Alice (Tracy 


Waterway Houseboat Vacations has many houseboat sizes and floor p 
with the all conveniences. Great scenery, relaxing hot tubs, making your houseboat experience the most fun you'll have at an event! 
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Penner) as she searches for Terry 
(Garett Ross), her missing love and an 
unstable visual artist attempting to 
decode his own forgotten past through 
art. Masks play a prominent role: plot- 
wise they “become part of the world” 
surrounding Terry, and let the show’s 
only two actors become a stable of 
other characters in a different way. 

“Modern audiences are used to see- 
ing one actor play multiple parts,” he 
explains. “Especially Edmonton audi- 
ences, they see Fringe shows like that 
all the time. The masks are a slightly 
different way of doing that.” 


Business Owners, Groups, Clubs & Organizations. 


lans to choose from. Our boats range from 40ft to 94ft, fully equipped 


Golf, jet skiing, water skiing, we can arrange it. Our events coordinator can handle all of the details to ensure a perfect event, or a fun day 
on the Lake for you and your associates. 


WAITING ART about artists seems to be 
a Sharplin thing: | should mention that 
he’s looking much more clean-cut than 
last time Edmonton audiences saw him, 
in the frazzled black hair and pastel- 
white face of Inferno Sonata's August 
Strindberg, a one-man one act he wrote 
and performed about the half-crazed 
Swedish playwright. Earlier this year, 
his melodrama Black Hearts in the Green 
Room, which ran at the Walterdale, cen- 
tered on a group of actors besieged by 
theatre ghosts. With A Year of Winter fol- 
lowing suit, Sharplin has started to 
notice his own trend. 


“It seems to be a motif for me,” bh. 
shrugs. “Write about what you know, ; 
guess. Most of my friends are artists 
some variety, and I’m an artist, so i: 
familiar to me. But I think a lot of peop 
non-artists, look to artists to understang 
something about themselves. | don’ 
know if it’s a cliché or the truth that ar 
reflects who we are, so I think that a |o 
of people see in those artist's stories 
some narrative that they can relate to 
even if it’s the sort of crazy artists.” 

This show marks Sharplin’s firs; 
professional production in Edmont: 
(he’s had a couple of pro-runs in Ca/- 
gary). Independent work or communi 
ty theatre are the usual gigs: Inferno 
Sonata was Sharplin’s own produc 
tion, and he spent a few years as th 
Walterdale’s Artistic Director. Tha 
said, it doesn’t seem like the leap ont: 
a professional stage has been a diili 
cult one; Sharplin’s biggest observa 
tion seems to be just how condensed 
the process is, as opposed to th 
“rehearse when we can, for month 
on end” method of community worl 

Having his first hometown p: 
show run in the hands of a longtim 
collaborator probably doesn’t hurt | 
comfort level. 

“A lot of directors would look at onc 
script and go, ‘Yeah, this is nice but it’s 
not for us’ and then, ‘Off you go, find 
somebody else.’ John’s a lot more o 
minded than that,” he says. “John reall) 
likes to shake things up, and maybe in a 

way he was looking for something less 
conventional. | was writing for what | 
thought Shadow would want, and final 
ly I sat down and wrote this mostly jus 
for me, and this is the one.” v 
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“You may be right 


Doubts stellar cast keeps 
its questions shrouded in ambiguity 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@vueweekly.com 
1 Senne things aren't black 
and white ... . And sometimes 
they are” goes one exchange 
in Doubt, a Parable, John Patrick 
Shanley’s compelling study of suspicion 
and certainty. The story's currently rid- 
ing the wave of success that follows a 
Pulitzer Prize win (and a movie adapta- 
tion), and the Citadel's production of 
the acclaimed script is an effective ver- 
sion, if a little back heavy. 

Doubt isn’t a heavy, dutiful march 
through questions of morality, instead 
setting them up for us to decode in an 
engaging, efficient story, that’s over in’ 
90 minutes but runs itself deep into 
ambiguous shades of gray. Set ina 
Bronx church school (here, ona 
revolving stage), icy principal Sister 
Aloysius (Lally Cadeau) begins to sus- 
pect that a younger priest, Father Flynn 
(John Ullyatt) may be abusing the 
school’s only black student. It’s 1964: 
as a nun, she can't go to a superior on 
speculation alone—her word won't go 
far in the church’s mostly male hierar- 


UNTIL SUN, MAR‘29 


DOUBT, A PARABLE 
DIRECTED BYTOM WOOD 

WRITTEN BY JOHN PATRICK SHANLEY 
STARRING LAY CADEAL, JON ULUAT, 
CLARICECYFORD, KAREN ROBINSON 
CTADEL THEATRE QB00- 101A AVE) S50- $76 


REVUE 


chy—so along with the impressionable 
Sister James (Clarice Eckford), she 
begins a private campaign to remove 
him from the school. 

Shanley's script is adept at dancing 
around the issue, dropping hints and 
casting suspicion without leaning too 
much to one side: there are so many 
explanations and possible clues scat- 
tered about that I doubt any audience 
would be unanimous on Flynn’s guilt 
As he’s the new, friendlier face of the 
church, Aloysius’ suspicion could sim- 
ply be a case of the old guard fearing 
the inevitable change that looms, but 
Flynn doesn’t seem completely clear: 
though we never see him do any 
wrong, as the story unfolds, suspicion 


BENT OUT OF SHAPE PRODUCTION 


¢ Charlie Tomlinson 
ner Daniela Viaskalic 


Direct umatu 


certainly emerges. 

The script is stripped of any excess 
that could cast favour into either cor- 
ner without offering something for the 
other side, It’s also deceptive in its 
depth; there’s plenty of humour, often 
stemming from Aloysius’ unbending 
will and archaic beliefs—at one point, 
she ridicules adding “Frosty the 
Snowman” to the list of Christmas 
Pageant songs as overly paganistic. If 
anything, Doubt seems back-loaded, 
with most of the influential details 
coming in the last third or so. 


STILL, IT HELPS that the two polarizing 


figures are played by the Citadel's vet- 
€ran stagegoers. Lally Cadeau’s Sister 
Aloysius is made of Old Testament 
stuff, an iron nun willing to step away 
from God in pursuit of what she deems 
evil. Cadeau plays her with a cold 
determination, but that unfaltering can 
be taken as fiercely committed to 
goodness or archaic and desperate 

Ullyatt’s Flynn is a charismatic fel- 
low: he gets a little shifty when he’s 
backed into a comer, but played with 
the utmost care. Given Aloysius's 
unbending drive, he’s the one left to 
keep thing ambiguous to an audience, 
and he expertly lends himself to both 
acquittal and condemnation 

Clarice Eckford is excellent as their 
torn go-between, a young nun caught 
between her superior and Flynn's 
newer, more friendly ideas that sit far 
better with her sunny disposition. But 
the issue itself shifts in the last third 
as Mrs Muller, the boy's mother, 
proves to be the crux that makes 
Doubt work. Played by Karen Robin- 
son far more emotionally than the 
others (except maybe Sister James), 
she manages to blur the right and 
wrong of the entire situation in a sin- 
gle appearance, altering the “right” 
and “wrong” of the situation. 

The finale leaves the truth shrouded: 
Shanley has said that the second act of 
the play is supposed to take the form 
of a discussion in the bar or the drive 
home afterwards, and I'm certain 
that’s exactly right. It will probably 
confirm every audience member's sus- 
picions, one way or another. But not 
without a doubt, and that’s the point. v 
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THE NEXT GENERAT/oy 


Sunday, March 22nd 1-3pm East Court 
A meet and greet autograph session with Charlotte Arnold “Holly } Sinclair” 
and Raymond Ablack “Sav Bhandari” of CTV’s Degrassi: The Next Generation. 
400 person line limit. Come early to reserve your spot. 
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The Berlin Gall 


Brendan Gall’s conflicted character 
covers for any of Berlin's faults 


DAVID BEARY / david@vueweekly.com 

esitation and insecurity are 
He things to portray on 

stage. By the very nature of 
theatre, actors have to know what 
they‘re going to do next, and the art 
of not just making it look natural and 
new each night, but to appear con- 
flicted, to flit around and fight with 
yourself, is one of the rarer skills in 
the acting world: East of Berlin's 
Brendan Gall is nothing short of a 
master of this skill. 

And Gall’s Rudi has plenty of reason 
to be unsure of himself. Growing up in 
a German enclave in Paraguay, he 
spends the first 17 years of his life in 
blissful ignorance of the fact that his 
father is a Nazi war criminal, a doctor 
who spent time at Auschwitz conduct- 
ing experiments on Jewish prisoners. A 
revelation like that is bound to upset 
your worldview just a touch, and it’s as 
much a testament to writer Hannah 
Moscovitch's clarity of character as it is 
to Gall’s disjointed, jumpy reading that 
Rudi comes across as utterly conflicted 
as he does, a man who can barely sort 
out what he’s going to say next, never 
mind how he's going to make his way 
through the world. 

Presented mostly as a monologue, 
though with frequent flashbacks to 
formative times first with the high 
school friend who breaks the news 
(Paul Dunn) then to the Jewish girl- 
friend/spiritual saviour he meets after 
a life-fleeing move to Berlin (Diana 
Donnelly), East of Berlin puts a lot of 
pressure on Gall to engage the audi- 
ence, though he shoulders it without 
fault. Equally adept at Rudi's more 
buoyant, charming moments as his 
more tortured, existential ones, he 
can alternatively have you laughing 
out loud or shocked, often in the 
same breath. A particularly good turn, 
and some indication of the play’s 
humour, comes after his friend breaks 
the news of his dad’s past: as he 
paces wildly, Gall flies through the 
line “I was waiting to—what’s another 
word for kill? Relocate!” with barely 
even a flicker, the casual evocation of 
the Holocaust a subtle attempt to 
downplay his father's role in it 
through droll wit. 

Most of Rudi’s more thoughtful and 


UNTIL SUN MAR 29 
EAST OF BERLIN 


DIRECTED BY ALISA PALMER 

WRITTEN BY HANNAH MOSCOVITCH 
STARRING DIANA DONNELLY, PAUL DUNK, 
BRENDAN GALL 

THEROXY (10708 - 124 ST), $23-$29 


pained moments come when he meets 
Sarah, the aforementioned Jewish gir! 
who's in Berlin looking through her 
own connections to the Holocaust. Stil! 
in denial about his past—he tells her his 
parents died in a car crash, and uses the 
fake name that was on the illicit pass 
port his father obtained for him when 
they fled the country after the war— 
Rudi nevertheless sees Sarah as some 
kind of absolution, proof he is nothing 
like his father (something he already 
tried to prove, unsuccessfully, with his 
childhood friend). One of East of Berlin's 
most powerfully emotional moments 
has Sarah and Rudi fighting about that 
very fact, and it hurts to watch Rudi 
deny it as much as he embraces it, in 
love as much with the idea of Sarah as 
he is with the actual person. 


REVUE 


AND YET, for ail the depth of character— 
there's also something to be said for 
Moscovitch’s ability to explain Rudi’s 
father without necessarily excusing 
him—East of Berlin is ultimately a bit 
lacking. The ending, which I won't run 
here, is the most obvious fault, but 
there’s an extent to which Moscovitch 
writes herself into an inescapable cor 

ner; really the problem is that the play 
can’t seem to trust its story without try 

ing to pump up the drama. 

Granted, this is theatre, and a Holo 
caust play at that, but Moscovitch 
seems to have a need to make almos! 
every moment gripping! and impor 
tant! For the big backdrop, this is still a 
very small, human story about coming 
to grips with your past, featuring an 
actor with a special knack for humani- 
ty, and yet Moscovitch needs almost 
everything about them to get big. It’s 
not quite enough to take away from 
the performances or the relationship 0! 
the characters, but it does hold Eas! o/ 
Berlin back. Gall’s performance works 
as well as it does because of a soft 
touch, and the play as a whole would 
benefit from a similar bent. w 


MAR 19 - MAR 25, 2009 ARTS 


eur Michael 
lence played at 
} y a panel dis- 
and politics of vio- 
Benny's Video, 
installment, is a 
juealing pig being air 
top of its skull, captured 
it writhes amongst the 
farm hands. The scene is 
ound and played again 
‘ ere is no doubt that we 
e watching the death of a live animal, 
2 IE eatin: of its death 
through a mediated sense of control that 
still denies us (and the character in the 
film) from actually experiencing the effect 
of the moment. 
The central issue raised during the 
panel, however, sidestepped ethics and 
headed straight into the notion of the 
beautiful. One panelist countered this 
‘opening scene by showing a quiet clip of a 
smiling man forcefully leading a reindeer 
into the bush and skillfully insert a large 
blade into its skull. The panelist then 
called this scene “beautiful” in relation to 
Haneke’s scene, which captured the chaos 
of the struggle and included the squeals 
and the mechanical blast of the air gun, 
ich the panelist described as “cold.” 


DAVID BERRY / david@yueweokly,com 


and political geography is all 
too familiar, Fort McMurray 
nevertheless remains a place shroud- 
€d in considerable ambiguity. For 
any of us, the people who live there 
are barely even an afterthought in the 
discussions that surround the place, a 
collection of Aboriginals, Newfound- 
Janders and young Albertans more or 
€ss indistinguishable from the 
machinery that dots the landscape. 
he Emi Architect Theatre col- 
lective is hoping to shed some light 
‘on those faces, though. 
“A lot of it really was just trying to 
lumanize the oil sands/Alberta expe- 
ence,” explains Jonathan Seinen of 
Meir newest piece, Highway 63: The 
"ort Mac Show. “You read so much 
cMurray and see so 
and we have 
ries, but we were 
tually like for 
ere, whether 
all their lives or 


‘ ! to residents both 

“manent and transient, trying to get 
: feel for the The result is a show 
‘’ out “portraits” of 


: jough its place in our physical 


Beautiful, as an adjective, means 
‘absolutely nothing in this context—espe- 


cially when applied to a visual object. 


Neither scene for me is very “beautiful,” 


- but | am affected in the sense that my 


thoughts, my blood, have been stirred. 
Beautiful, as an emotion, is an arrested 
sensation we often conflate with some- 
thing we encounter in the world. The 
problem here for me is not the death of 
the animals, but the representations of 
their deaths and our relation to the event. 

In both scenes, there is undeniably a 
sense of control on screen and off. We 
as viewers are positioned as privileged, 
but the reindeer scene, which is sup- 
posed to counter Haneke’s coldness, is 
in fact far more disturbing, as the man 
with the knife looks knowingly into the 
camera as he performs. We are no 
longer just voyeurs into a spectacle, but 
we are made implicit through his recog- 
nition of us, and our fullest attention to 
his action. What is beautiful then is an 
archaic sense of desire, or in other 
words, unrequited pleasure. 


ALL OF THIS also reminds me of the 
moral outrage sparked last summer by 
Mexican artist Guillermo Vargas, aka 
Habacuc, who found a malnourished 
Street dog and tied it up in a gallery 
setting as a means to force viewers to 
bare witness to its starvation. A great 
amount of offense was taken at the 
supposed cruelty of letting an animal 


Living in a boomtown 


Highway 63 looks at Fort McMurray through a resident’s eyes 
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| HIGHWAY 63: 

© | THE FORT MAC SHOW 
CHEATED & PERFORMED BY GEORGINA BEAT, 
LAVNE COLEMAN, CHARLOTTE COBEN COLEMAN 
GREG GALE, JONATHAN SEINEN 


LIVING ROOM PLAYHOUSE (11315 106 AVE) 
PAY WHAT YOU GAN 


some of the residents they met with a 
central narrative that follows three 
particularly prominent types of resi- 
dents: a young woman who can't wait 
to leave, a recently arrived Newfound- 


lander looking to get his piece of the 


boom and a reclamation scientist 


attempting to deal with the impact the ~ 


boom is having on the city’s culture 
and environment. 


die (as art), and the opposing argu- 
ments praise Habacuc for magnifying 
the lack of social empathy by forcing 
viewers to confront the inevitable 
demise of a living creature bred from 
the social conditions we all silently 
tolerate. There is nothing aesthetically 
beautiful about watching a street dog 
dying, but there is an ethically charged 
call to arms that does not exist within 
a simple metaphor. 

| remember talking to UK performance 
artist Kira O'Reilly about the Habacuc 
exhibit, which had just caught interna- 
tional attention when she was in town 
last summer, and | was surprised that her 
response was quite negative. Reilly's 
“inthewrongplaceness” received the 
scorn of animal rights activists when visi- 
tors were invited one ata time to witness 
the artist lie naked in bed caressing and 
engaging with the corpse of a dead pig. 
For her, she felt Habacuc’s choice to let 
the animal die instead of at least trying to 
save it was problematic. 

But long after that particular case, and 
the hundreds if not thousands more, | 
wonder why the onus was up to any sin- 
gle person such as the artist—rather 
than directed towards any member of the 
attending public—to live up to his or her 
experience and do something, anything, 
besides stand by and watch. 


Amy Fung is the editor of 
PrairieArtsters.com 


AS SEINEN EXPLAINS, conflicting 
loyalties and of a hope for recla- 
mation feature prominently in the 
psyche of Fort McMurrayites, and 
as such have infected the mood of 
the play, as well. 

“| feel like one of the things that 
stayed with us the-most was the 
sense of trade-offs or balance or 
contradictions, and trying to live 
amongst that confusion,” he says. 
"This oil is wanted and needed out- 
side of this place, so they need to 
develop it, but at the same time, how 
do you do that in a sustainable way, 
that considers all the voices.” 

Of course, one of the other things 
the collective noticed was the people 
on both sides of the issues tended to 
not consider those voices so well, and 
one of their hopes is that the play can 
open some dialogues, especially for 
those of us who are only viewing the 
issues from afar. 

“One of the big challenges of these 
issues is that people seem to have their 
points of view, so people don't even 
seem to have conversations about it,” 
Seinen says. “Our struggle and our 
goal has been to try to discover the in 
between, things that are positive about 
the community, but also the chal- 
lenges. We want to start conversations 
from an honest place.” vw 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 790.425.2889 
OR E-MAIL GLENYS AT LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE IS FRIDAY AT 3 PM 


ALBERTA BALLET-ALICE IN WONDERLAND 


Jubilee Auditorium, 11455-87 Ave, 780.428.6839 « 
Edmund Stripe’s adaptation of Lewis Carroll's classic 
© Mar 27-28 © Tickets at Alberta Ballet box office 


ARDEN THEATRE-LINK DANCE COMPANY 5 St 
Anne St St Albert. 780.459.1542, www.ardenthe- 
atre.com ¢ Part of the On Stage Series with chore- 
ographer Gail Lo * Sun, Mar 23, 11am and 
Spm « Tickets at Arden box office, TicketMaster 


MILE ZERO DANCE-SECRET DIARY FOR A 
COLLAPSED WORLD Freemasons’ Hall, 10308-100 
Ave, 780.424.1573, www.milezerodance.com © 
Interdisciplinary performance preview of new work 
in collaboration with Wendy McNeill © Mar 27-28, 
8pm © $10 (MZD member)/$15 at TIX on the 
Square, door | 

SHUMKA AT 50...AN ANNIVERSARY 

Jubilee Auditorium ¢ Choreographed by John 
Pichlyk and Dave Ganert. and Edmonton's Dnipro 
Choir, and Vasyl Popadiuk on violin © Mar-19-20 ¢ 
$25-$75 at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


A. J. OTTEWELL ARTS CENTRE 590 Broadmoor 
Bivd, Sherwood Park, 780 998 3574 © Juried Spring 
Art Show: Art Society of Strathcona County * Mar 
20. 7-9pm, artists in attendance; Mar 21, 10-Spm; 
Mar 22, 11-4pm 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 
780.488.6611 * INTENSIONS: MESSAGE AND 
MEDIUM IN FIBRE ART; Until Apr 18 © CASKET 
COVERS: Mary Sullivan-Holdgrafer, until Apr 18 * 
BACKYARD ART: NATURAL IMPRESSIONS: Margie 
Davidson; until Apr 18 » /N JESUS’ NAME: Matt 
Gould: Until Apr 18° Di Gallery: 
DRAWING FROM NATURE Textile artist Dana 
Roman; until Apr 18 


ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. Albert, 
780.459.3679 ¢ FRAGMENTS OF A LANDSCAPE. 
Alberta landscape paintings by Russ Hogger 


ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Enterprise Square, 
100, 10230 Jasper Ave, 780.422.6223 « 
POLAROIDS: Photographs by Attila Richard Lukacs 
selected by Michae] Morris; The history of art is 
fich with ages that are provocative and chal- 
lenge societal norms. Sexuality and violence are 


integral to this history. POLAROIOS addresses 
questions of power, masculinity and desire with 
images of nudity and sexual activity. This content 
will disturb some and inspire others. Parents and 
educators are encouraged to preview the exhibi- 
tion; until May 18 * interactive Walk: 


* Tours: André Grace). Mar 19) Tedd Kerr, Mar 26; 


7-8pm, free * SYLVAIN VOYER: SURVEY 
1957—PRESENT. until Mar 22 * JOHN FREEMAN: 
THE HORIZON AS IT SHOULD BE: aiid photo- 
raphs; until Mar 22 LEAVING OLYMPIA: 


ailing the Idealized Nude; until May 18 © Art _ 


For Lunch: Leaving Olympia: The Nude after the 
Feminist Revolution, with Ruth Burns; Thu, Mar 26 
* A SENSE SUBLIME: 19th Century Landscapes; 
until May 18 # All Day Saturdays: Last Sat every 
month, 1-4pm; free with admission; Sat, Mar 28: 
The Doors of Perception * Free (member)/$10 
(adult}/$7 (senior/student); $5 (6-12yrs)/free (Syrs 
and under}/$20 (family—2 adults, 4 children) 


CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 9621-82 
Ave, 780.498.1984 © CAR CULTURE: Oil paintings by 
Christ! Bergstrom # Until Apr 30 


CROOKED POT GALLERY 4912-51 Ave, Stony 
Plain, 780.963.9573 * Open Tue-Sat 10am-Spm 
NATURAL SELECTION: Marilyn Henker's nature- 
based pottery 


“FINE ARTS BUILDING GALLERY Rim 1-1, Fine Arts 
Bldg, 112 St, 89 Ave (780.492.2081) * Open Tue-Fri 
10am-5pm, Sat 2-5pm * FACETS OF FORM: 
Sculptures by Peter Hide and his contemporaries, 
curated by Betsy Boone © Until Mar 21 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave, bsmt of the 
Paint Spot, 780.432.0240 * HELICON: Artworks by 
Harcourt artists * Until Mar 30 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave, 780.488.2952 
© Paintings by Kari Duke 


GALLERY AT MILNER Bere Milner Library 
Main Fl, Sir Winston Churchill Square, 780.496.7030 
* ODYSSEY: Sculptors Association of Alberta; until 
Mar 30 * SHOW OFF Open submission teen art 
show; Apr 1-30 


GALLERY IS 4930 Ross St. Red Deer, 403.341.4641 
© PAINTERLY PAINTINGS: Landscapes by Jeri-Lynn 
Ing * Through March 


HARCOURT HOUSE 31d FI, 10215-112 St, 
780.426.4180 © Main Gallery: THE GERMAN 
AUTUMN IN MINOR SPACES: Photagraphic works 
by Allen Ball and Kimberly Mair * Front Room: 

E BOLD AND THE BAFFLING: Artworks by Karen 
Hibbard © Until Mar 21 


HARRIS-WARKE GALLERY-RED DEER 
Sunworks, 4924 Ross St, Red Deer, 403.345.8937 © 
WORKING TITLE; 2nd part of an installation project 
by 3rd year visual art students from Red Deer 
College. First part is at the Red Deer College 
Library © Until Apr 17 


JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 


THE EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL 


Project 2009. 


Installation: Summer 2010 


PUBLICA 


PUBLICA 


ART 


Budget: $32,800 CAD (maximum, all inclusive) 
Deadline for Submissions: 4:30 PM Tuesday, April 28, 2009 


The application is available on our website: 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart/ 


CALL TO COMMUNITY GROUPS - 
Queen Elizabeth Pool Public Art Project 


The Edmonton Arts Council, on behalf of the City of Edmonton, 
is seeking applications from Edmonton community groups 
interested in participating in the Queen Elizabeth Pool Public Art 


Centre, 10831 University Ave, 780.433.5807 © 
FOSTER AND UNGSTAD: Artworks papiertole and 
decoupage a a Foster and pottery by 
Magdalene “Mag” Ungstad ¢ Until Apr 2 
JOHNSON GALLERY * Southside: 7711-85 St, 
780.465.6171; New artworks by Sylvia Dubrule, 
Linda Nelson, Ruth Vontobel-Brunner, Shirley 

and by Helena Ball « 
11817-80 St, 780.479.8424; Artworks by Audrey 
Pfannmuller, Jim Painter, pottery by Peggy Heer * 
Through March 


KAMENA 5718 Calgary Tr S, 780.944.9497 * Mon- 
Wed, Fri 10am-Spm; Thu 10am-7pm, Sat 10am-5pm 
* Featuring artworks by various artists 


LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave, 780.990.1161 © 
THE CANADIAN ROCKIES LOOP: Paintings by 
Tatjana Mirkov-Popovikci # Until Mar 2! 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 10248-106 St, 2nd Fi, 
780.423.5353 « Main Space: LADY THINGS-OH, 
MOTHER: Photo series by Robyn Cumming © 

Room: A COUNTESS DREAM: Textile col- 
lages by Esther Scott-McKay * Until Apr 4 


LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.998.3091 * 
Open: Thu 5-9pm, Sat 10am-4pm © BEG/NNINGS: 
Art Society of Strathcona County * Until Apr 25 


McMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 

St, 780.407.7152 © AFTER WORK: THE FRIENDS 

CHAIRMAN SHOW: Artworks by healthcare staff, 

ill residents, students and volunteers * Until 
pr ’ 


MCPAG (Malticultura! Centre Public Art 
ame 5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 © 
EXODUS: Artworks by Tyler Dixon; Until Apr 1 © 
Dining Room Gallery: Paintings by Myrna Hanmer; 
Until Apr 2 

MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
INSTITUTE 9 Mission Ave, St. Albert, 780.651.8176 
* Aboriginal Veterans Display Gift Shop Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 


NINA HAGGERTY Stollery Gallery 9704-111 Ave, 
780.474.7611 ¢ TECHNO PICTURES; Paintings by 
Mik-a-Low; until Mar 27 * TEACHINGS FROM A 
KISKINOHAMATOKAMIKOHK; LEARNING FROM 
CHILDREN'S PHOTOGRAPHS: Presentetion by Hedy 
Bach and Merle Kennedy conducted through the 
Women annd Children’s Health Community Based 
Participatory Research Group and Edmonton Public 
Schools; Apr. 2-18; Opening reception: Apr 8, 7-Spm 


PETER ROBERTSON GALLERY 10183-112 St, 
780.452.0286 * Tue-Sat 11:am-5pm * 
COLOURS-NEW PAINTINGS: Paintings by Giuseppe 
Albi ¢ Opening reception: Thu, Mar 19, 7-9pm, 
artist in attendance 


PORTAL ART GALLERY 300, 9414-91 St, 

780.702.7522 © Tue-Wed, Fri-Sat 10am-5Spm; Thu 

12-8pm © DIPPED IN THE COLORS OF SPRING: 

eas by Giselle Denis and Cheri Denis # Until 
far 31 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron St, 
St. Albert, 780.460.4310'* A WAY INTO PLACE: 
Artworks by Verne Busby, Cindy Delpart, Judith 
Martin and Bruce Thompson * Mar 19-Apr 12 
Opening reception: Mar 19, 7-Spm 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 
Roper Rd, 780.427.1750 © Celebrating 100 Years of 
the ua in Rural Communities Exhibit ¢ Until Mar 
29 © Free 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave, 
780.453.9100 * ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA 
Craftsmanship and design distinctive to the Mexican 
cowboy; until Apr 13 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 St, 780.488.3619 « 
RELEASE: Prints by Akiko Taniguchi Until Mar 31 


SNAP GALLERY 10309-97 St, 780.423.1492 « 
SCENT OF MEMORY: Print art by Guy Langevin © 
Until Apr 11 


SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY-SPRUCE GROVE 
Melcor Cultural Centre, 35, 5 Ave, Spruce Grove, 
780.962.0664 A CONSERVATION 
PORTRAIT—WAGNER NATURAL AREA Paintings and 
nature samples with educational material by Cindy 
Barratt * Until Mar 28 


STEEPS OLD GLENORA 12411 Stony Plain Rd « 
Artworks by Trevor Waurechen ¢ Through March 


STEPPES GALLERIES 1253, 1259-91 St ¢ WEST 
GALLERY: PLACES; Paintings by Christine 
Wallewien; until Mar 31: closing reception: Sat, Mar 
21, 2-4pm © EAST GALLERY: * BLESSING: Copper 
etchings by Oksana Moveha; until May 5; opening 
reception: Sat, Apr 11, 2-4pm © E 
kelley.brent@bldg-inc.ca 


STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, St. Albert, 
780.460.5993 * SECRET SURFACE: Paintings by 
Daniel vanHeyst ¢ Until Mar 28 


E-ville Roller Derby Presents... 


_ VISUAL 
780.421.1731 * LOOKING GLASS; Photo 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St, 
780.452.9100 * THE ART OF THE BRICK™: until May 
3. ® LEGO® Bricks Building Challenges: Sat, Mar 21, 
11:am-4pm * Surprise Mosaic Public Build; Mar 28- 

5 * Walk on the Wild Side with Safari Jeff and 
Shannon's Great Green Adventure Show: Mar 30- 
31° TWO SMALL PIECES OF GLASS: The Amazin 
Telescope: Opens Mar 28 * IMAX: Wild fier ah 
Epic Underwater Struggle for Survival 


URBAN ROOTS SALON 10418 Whyte Ave « 
CREATING SPACE: Artworks by Klaus and other. 
artists, from the collection of Robert and Chris Smith 
© Wed-Sat, Until Mar 28, noon-4pm 


ARTS ALBERTA 3rd Fi, 10215-112 St iy 
B 
peat Murray and Leon Strembitsky # nt Mar 


WEST END GALLERY 12308 Jasper Ave. 
780.488.4892 * Artworks by W.H. Webb * Mar 28- 
Apr 9 © Opening reception: Sat. Mar 28, 1-4pm 


LITERARY 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 Jasper Ave, 
780.423.3487 © Poetry Nights the 2nd Fri each 
month * Ann Eriksson reading from her novel, /n the 
Hands of Anubis; Thu, Mat 19, 7:30pm * Poetry 


.Night: Poet Laureate Ted Blodgett, launching his 


new release, The Invisible Poem and Poems fora 
Small Park; Fri, Mar 20, 7:30pm ¢ Other Voices 
readings, pelerstid creative writing students from 
Grant MacEwan College with Lynda Schroeders and 
Gail Sobat; Jordan Serben and Alice Major; Mar 26, 
7pm * Other Voices readings, celebrating creative 
writing students from Grant MacEwan College with 
Kent Falkenberg and Lynn Coady; Dana Wilson and 
Curtis Gillespie; Thu, Apr 2, 7pm 


CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 780.471.1580 « 
Carrot Writing Circle * Every Tue, 7-9pm; A critique 
circle the 4th Tue every month 


CHAPTERS-ST. ALBERT 445 St. Albert Rd, Unit 
30, St. Albert * Book Signingireading of Among 
Friends with Robinson Koilpillai and author Allan 
Sheppar * Sat, Mar 21, 2pm © 

UTH POINT 3227 Calgary Tr * 
Book signing/reading of Among Friends with 
Robinson Koilpillai and author Allan Sheppar * Sun, 
Mar 22, 2pm © Free 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10943-84 Ave, 780.932.4409 
* TALES. Monthly Storytelling Circle: Tell stories 
or come to listen; 2nd Fri each month # Until June, 
8pm; $3 (free first time) 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE AUDITORIUM 
Fort Edmonton Park, 780.932.4409 © Tales Through 

Time: History and Legend from Across Canada: fea- 

turing storyteller Dale Jarvis, and TALES storytellers 
Dawn Blue, Eniad and Pearl Ann Gooding © Fri, Mar 
20, 7:30pm © $18 at www.tixonthesquare.ca, door, 

Info at E: talesedmonton@hotmail.com 


ROSIE'S 10475-80 Ave, 780.439.7211 ¢ TALES: 
EDMONTON STORYTELLING CAFE TALES 
Alberta League Encouraging Storytelling open mic * 
First Thu each month, 7-Spm ® Pay-What-You-Will 
{min $6); info at 780.932.4409 


STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main Floor, Centre 
for Reading and the Arts ¢ Writer's Comer: Cherie 
Dimaline ¢ Sun, Mar 29, 1:30pm 


STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 St, 
780.422.8174 © Writers Guild of Alberta and the 
Editors‘ Association of Canada Present: An Editor's 
Perspective: Writing and Editing for the Ever- 
Changing Media Environment with Joy Gugeler « 
Thu, Mar 26, 7pm © Free (WGA member)/S5 (non- 
member); www.writersquild.ab.ca : 
UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 
780.422.8174 © THE POETS’ HAVEN: Monday 
Night reading series presented by Stroll of Poets © 
Every Mon, 7pm * $5 door 


THEATRE 


THE ADDLEPATED NIMIE John L. Haar Theatre, 


10045-155 St * Grant MacEwan College * Comedy 
by Stewart Lemoine © Until Mar 21, 7:30pm * $14 
(adult)/$8 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


BERNARDA ALBA/RONDEL Grant MacEwan 
College, Centre for the Arts, Theatre Lab, 10045- 
155 St 780.497.4340 © Bernarda Alba, musi- 
cal directed by Bridget Ryan ¢ A powerful matri- 
arch imposes a strict rule of confinement on her 
household following her second husband's funeral 
* Rondel by Kenneth Brown. inspired by the struc- 
ture of one of Arthur Schnitzler’s works, La Ronde * 
Until Mar 22, Pee no shows on Mon; Sun, Mar 
22, 2pm ® $7 at TIX on the Square 


CHIMPROV Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.433.3399 © Rapid Fire Theatre presents come- 
dy every Sat, 11pm, except for the last Sat of each 


month until June 13 © $10, 
on $10/$8 (member) at Tix op, 


CORNER GASSED Jubilations Dinner 7) 
8882-170 St, Phase il, WEM, 780.494.2404 0", 
Mar 29, Wed-Sat 6:30pm; Sun 5pm ‘a 


COSI King’s University College, 9125-50 st « 
Directed by Heather Fitzsimmons Frey and writte, 
by Louis Nowra * A pyromaniac. An obsessive 
compulsive, A junkie. A manic-depressive. Woy 
je want to direct these people in an Italian opera 

is is the challenge facing Lewis Riley * May > 
28, Bpm # $10 (adult}/$8 (student) at Kina’ 
Bookstore, 780.465: 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Avo 
780.433 3399 ® Live improvised soap opera dirac; 
ed by Dana Andersen * Every Mon, 8pm 


DISNEY'S 101 DALMATIANS Horizon Stage. j\\, 
Calahoo Road, Spruce Grove, 780.962.8995 » 
Horizon Players musical directed by Norm Usiskin « 
Mar 26-28, 7:30pm; Mar 28, 2pm-* $20 (adult) 
{student/senior) at Horizon’s box office, 
TicketMaster 


DOUBT, A PARABLE Citadel's Shoctor Thea 
9828-101A Ave * By John Patrick Shanley © (); 
Mar 29, 7:30pm, 1:30pm ® Tickets at the Citad 
box office 780.425.1820 


EAST OF BERLIN Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 s; « 
Theatre Network * By Hannah Moscovitch © |); 
Mar 29, fom Tue-Sat; 2pm Sun * Stin. Wee, 1} 
$27 (adult)/$23 (student/seniors), Fri-Sat: $29 
{adult)/$25 (student/senior); Tue: 2 for $28 at T) 
the Square; opening night at Theatre Network 


EXTINCTION SONG Citadel's Rice Theatre, 992; 
101A Ave © Written and directed by Ron Jenkir 
and performed by Ron Pederson. Part of the Ri 
Series © Mar 28-Apr 19, 7:30pm; mat: 1:30pr 


THE GAME! THE GAMEI! Varscona The 
10325 83 Ave * CBC Edmonton * Sun, Mar 22 
8:30pm © $10 at TIX on the Square 


HIGHWAY 63: THE FORT MAC SHOW The Livi 
Room Playhouse, 11315-106 Ave © Workshop p 
entation, a collective creation based on city iste i: 
the heart of the oil sands development. By Georg 
Beaty, Layne Coleman, Charlotte Corbeil-Coleman 
Greg Gale, and Jonathan Seinen ® Mar 19-20 
10pm; Mar 21, 2pm @ Tickets: PWYC at the door 


THE LOVE LIST Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 15¢ 
109 Ave, 780.483.4051 * By Norm Foster. A 
spin on the quest for perfection * Until Apr 12 « 
$55-$85 


ROBERTO ZUCCO Timms Centre, 87 Ave, 112 
U of A campus © Studio Theatre * By Bernar 
Marie Koltes, directed by Stefan Dzeporosky * 
25-Apr 4 ® $10-$22 at 11X on the Square 


THE ROCKY HORROR SHOW Catalyst Theave 
8529 Soa Boulevard * Musical present 
the Odd-Lot Theatre Company * Mar 25-Apr 3 
8pm, no show on Mon; Sun: 3pm * $15 (adult 
{student/senior) at TIX on the Square, door 


SPARK A REVOLUTION Westbury Thea 
Alta Arts Barns, 780.409.1910 * Fringe Theatre 
AEN performance party * Mar 28, Jon 


SPRINGBOARDS NEW PLAY FESTIVAL In) 
Space, 11516-103 St ¢ Workshop West * Feat 
different plays and play excerpts each ev 
Pitch to Play, a fun process to choose Workshoi 
West's 2008/10 Playwriting Unit * Mar 19-2 


10 LOST YEARS Horizon Stage, 1001 Calahoo Ri 
Spruce Grove, 780.962.8995 * Based on the 19 
book by Barry Broadfoot, about people and commu 
nities during the “Dirty 30s” * Mar 20-21, 7:30pn 
© $20 (adults)/$15 (student/senior) SOLD OUT 


THEATRESPORTS Varscona Theatre, 10329-8 
Ave, 780.448.0695 © Rapid Fire Theatre's week!) 
insane improv show * eh) Fri (11pm) @ Until Ju 
31 © $10/ $8 (member) at TIX on the Square 


THEATRE DES ABONNES La Cité Francophone 
8627-91 St © L'uni Théatre * Two one-act plays + 
Undertaken by citizens of the Francophone comr 
nity © Mar 21-23, 8pm; Mar 24, 2pm 


UN CABARET La Cité Francophone, 8627-31 Si ¢ 
UUnitheatre © En francaise/French language pr 
duction. © Revisit the scandalous speakeasy per 
of the 1920s, inspired by the films Moulin fouge 
and The Blue Angel * Mar 26-28, Apr 2-4: 8pm 
Mar 29, Apr 5: 2pm * $23 (adult)/$15 (student/ser 
ior) at TIX on the Square, door 


A YEAR OF WINTER Varscona Theatre, 10329-' 
Ave, 780.434.5564 * Shadow Theatre * By Sco! 
Sharplin, starring Tracey PennerandJames 
Hamilton, directed by John Hudson ® Mar 19-2° ° 
$25-$17 at TIX on the Square 


For more information, contact the Edmonton Arts Council: 
PH: (780) 424 — 2787 
EM: ktrinier@edmontonarts.ab.ca 


SEFIAC EC 


Hot, Fast-paced, Exciting, Girls on 


March 28 2009. Kingsway Hangar (11410 Kingsway) 


EDMONTON ARTS COUNCIL $10 Advance (available at Happy Harbour) $15 Door 
808, 10310 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5J 2W4 Doors at 6pm Game at 7pm 
(780) 424-2787 Prizes for fans in 70s costume 


www.edmontonarts.ab.ca/publicart www.e-villederby.com 
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cruising a real estate open 
emma: looking for —_ grow just enough to not be considered 
‘ “complete wash-ups. 

___ Now, obviously, that’s a formula that 
works, and you certainly won't gener- 
ally find me kvetching about an Apa- 
tow-style comedy, but narrative 
comedy nevertheless relies on a certain 


Adapted from a 13th century ballad, 
Ingmar Bergman's The Virgin Spring ('60) 
is a bracing study in rape, revenge and 
repentance. Against Sweden's larger par- 
adigm shift from paganism to Christianity, 
we see Karin's transition from childhood 
to womanhood, a transition brutally inter- 
rupted. After discarding her body in the 
woods, Karin’s vagabond assailants take 
refuge in a nearby home—the home, it 
turns out, of Karin’s family. The parents 
learn of their daughter's fate and exact 
their wrath methodically and without 

See Itcould almost be a horror movie. 
a raven’s Last House on the Left 
7 ¢ 72), issued to coincide with the theatri- 

cally of the new remake, is itself a 
remake of The Virgin Spring, which serves 
_as a skeleton for something genuinely fresh 
and autonomous. Craven's Mari is, like 
Karin, pretty, somewhat spoiled, and bloom- 
ing into a woman. The cultural upheaval 
‘depicted here; however, is a sort of reversal 


unexpectedness, if not necessarily 
spontaneity; the most basic comedic 
formula in the world is to take a basic 
premise and flip it in such a way that 
the audience wouldn't expect, hopeful- 
ly in a clever or outrageous enough 
way that they react. And given that 
these Apatovian comedies tend to rely 
on a certain level of endearing outra- 
geousness—see the frank discussion of 
all things sex—starting to see how the 
punchlines are developing tends to 
take away some of their oomph. 


THAT'S MOST APPARENT in the first 


of 13th century Sweden, with Maris matu- 
rity coinciding with the sexual revolution 
and its movement away from Christian val- 
ues to neo-pagan ones. Craven accounts for 
the shadow side of this revolution by inject- 
ing elements of violence that vividly recall 
the Manson murders. 

Only a dozen years passed between The 
Virgin Spring and Last House on the Left, but 
moral standards went through their own sort 


of paradigm shift. Yet curiously, while Last 


House on the Left is perhaps more shocking 
than The Virgin Spring, it never reaches its 
predecessor's level of soul-chilling brutality. 
Craven skips Bergman's final sequence of 
repentance, opting instead for an abrupt 
ending signaled simply by the completion of 
the killing. Something's missing here, and 
you don't need to know The Virgin Spring to 
feel it. But this absence is itself indicative of 
something happening in Craven's post-hip- 
pie, teen-exploitation milieu. It’s a far 
sleazier, clumsier movie, and there's some- 
thing to that. It speaks to its age. 


HOWARD HAWKS’ western Aio Bravo ('58) 
drifts across the screen with a hugely 
pleasurable lack of urgency. The siege 


ASFF / 32 | aia) 
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nny, the Judd Apatow way 


parts of J Love You, Man, before the 
sloppy charm of Rudd and Segel can 
work its magic. Opening with Peter 
proposing to his short-term girlfriend, 
Zooey (The Office's Rashida Jones), it 
pretty quickly gets to some ribald 
chatter, in the form of Zooey’s friends 
praising Peter’s willingness to go 
down on her. We soon find out that 
though Zooey has a gaggle of poten- 
tial bridesmaid’s, Peter’s never been 
much of a “friend guy,” and he 
embarks on a quest to find the perfect 
guy. Things pick up considerably by 
the “man date” montage: until this 


drama unfolds in long breaths, with a slow- 
building romantic subplot, a musical detour 
and a wealth of character development. 
Sheriff John T Chance has to fend off a 
troupe of well-equipped adversaries with 
only Dean Martin's boozer attempting 
recovery and Walter Brennan's cantanker- 
ous old cripple for deputies. Yet Chance 
fever seems too worried. He's John Wayne, 
and this is a movie about tough men ren- 
dered vulnerable yet incapable of self-pity. 
John Carpenter's Assault on Precinct 
13 ('76), which was remade a few years 
back and has recently been newly reissued 
in a special edition, is itself a remake. Its 
roots are not as obvious as Last House on 
the Lefts, but Carpenter's sense of indebt- 
edness is made clear from the opening 
credits that inform us the editor is some- 
one named John T Chance. The reconfigur- 
ing is more radical, with Rio Bravo's sleepy 
Texas town traded in for a Los Angeles 
ghetto, the band of outlaws replaced by an 
army of suicidally determined gang- 
bangers, and, most importantly, Hawk’s 
relaxed amble is forgone in favour of taut- 
ness and severity. Assault is a clipped, 
decidedly unfussy action movie, which 
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series comes along to liven things up, 
particularly a hilarious poker night 
Sequence with Jon Favreau, | Love 
You, Man seems in serious danger of 
lolling off into a crude-comic waste- 
land, trotting out two bush jokes and 
some gay humour without much life 

But then Segel shows up with a 
monologue about a potential farter, 
and things are nght where they should 
be, in comfortable buddy-comedy terri- 
tory. There isn’t really a whole lot in 
the way of engaging story here—a bit 
of tension emerges between Sydney 
and Zooey, but it’s never terribly seri- 
ous—but Segel and Rudd have a pretty 
natural chemistry, Segel as efferves- 
cent slacker and Rudd as a man so 
criminally uptight he can’t even give 
Sydney a proper nickname (or, in one 
of the film’s better running gags, do an 
impression that doesn’t sound like a 
leprechaun). They‘re helped by a pretty 
solid supporting cast, too: there’s a 
litany of comedic talent here—a lot of 
it pulled from UCB and SNL alum— 
especially Sarah Bums as Zooey’s des- 
perate single friend Hailey and JK 
Simmons as Peter's dad. 

For the laughs, though, this is thor- 
oughly in the Apatow mould, adding 
nothing if not necessarily taking away 
from the form. There are worse styles 
to take on, but enough imitators will 
turn anything into something as staid 
as a three-camera sitcom. v 


also makes direct nods to Sam Fuller—the 
child killing—and Akira Kurosawe—the 
silent waves of baddies closing in—while 
cementing Carpenter's particular directori- 
al voice. It's pretty terrific 

There are goofy, low-rent cop show 
aspects to Assault you'd never associate 
with a studio-backed, star-studded class-act 
like Rio Bravo: Carpenter's ninja-movie, all- 
synth score, the sometimes comy lines, ie: 
“There are no heroes any more; only men 
who follow orders.” Yet collectively, these 
elements brim with modest charisma and 
quiet individuality, traits perfectly in keeping 
with Hawks’ men and women. And Carpen- 
ter's insertion of a woman into the quartet of 
cornered, insufficiently armed heroes who 
must hold their own against the urban 
ambush is inspired, simultaneously main- 
taining a tough-talking, Hawksian spin on 
heterosexual courtship and infusing their 
dialogue with an active, modern female 
presence. Overall, Assau/twill never be con- 
fused with the classical majesty of Aio 
Bravo, but it's exemplary of another era and 
another approach to genre filmmaking, a 
paragon for anyone trying to breath new life 
into an old idea. w 
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Image consciousness 


~ ASFF gives young filmmakers a platform 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

ew artforms demand the collab- 

oration of filmmaking. Writers 

and visual artists can sequester 
themselves in offices and studios and 
never involve the outside world until 
it's time to show a finished project, 
but even the barest-bone independent 
film needs a troupe to pull it off, and 
usually considerably more than that 
to get a quality finished project. 

It was in light of that fact that the U 
of A Society for Creative Filmmaking 
was born. Just into their fifth year, the 
society aims to bring together people 
from the university and surrounding 
area who interested in displaying their 
ideas and talents on the silver screen. 

“Membership is very open,” 


ANH 


In-depth business knowledge - plus the enterprise application 
software skills you'll need to put that knowledge to use on the 


job. That's what you can expect from NAIT's Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Enterprise Management. 


— | FAL MAR 20-SAT MAR 21 (7 PM) 
£2 | ALBERTA STU 
FILM FESTIVAL 
PRESENTED BY 
THEU OF A SOCIETY FOR CREATIVE FILMMAKING 
METRO CINEMA (9028 - 101A AVE) 


LECTURE BY JOSH MILLER SAT, MAR 21 (4:30 PM) 
MILWER LIBRARY (7 CHURCHILL SQ) 


explains Nathan Brown, current treas- 
ure and a member of the society since 
its founding. “It’s good to know 
actors, it’s good to know writers, it’s 
good to know editors. Films need a lot 
of people to make them work, so 
we're trying to bring people together.” 

Though that takes the form of regu- 
lar meetings and putting together 
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The BBA degree delivers lots you might not expect, too: a choice 


of five concentrations, including Accounting, Finance, Marketing, 


Management, and Human Resource Management. Andthe _ 
flexibility to study how you want - full-time, part-time or online. 


JR Shaw School of Business - where leaders learn. 
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teams to create films for 24- and 48- 
hour film fests put on by both FAVA 
and the Edmonton International Film 
Fest, their biggest project is the Alber- 
ta Student Film Fest, going up this 
weekend at Metro. Featuring 23 films 
from independent filmmakers across 
the province, as well as a workshop 
and several chances for the filmmak- 
ers to meet and talk with each other, 
Brown explains the fest is a crucial 
part of the society’s mandate. 

“We felt there was a lack of oppor- 


U 


BBA Information Session 
Thurs. April 9, 6:00 pm 
Shaw Theatre, 

NAIT Main Campus 
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tunity for young Albertan filmmakers, 
so we wanted to fill that void, and 
provide a public venue for their work 
to be screened,” he says, “There's a 
lot of focus on getting the government 
to bring in other companies that 
aren't necessarily Alberta filmmakers 
to shoot here, but there isn’t a lot of 
support for the grassroots stuff that’s 
going on. We felt that this would be a 
step in the right direction for that.” 


AND THOUGH TIMES have changed 


PAUL RUDD 


even since the society's founding, in 
terms of both the means of filmmakin, 
becoming more democratized 3), 
more opportunities for up-and-cor)),, 
filmmakers to show off their wor} or 
sites like YouTube and Vimeo, 5; ., 
still feels a public event like the festiy.;) 
is crucial. Besides bringing filmma\ 
together, it provides a focus for ;, 
public that’s often lacking online 

“There's still something Unique 
about going to a theatre that you just 
don't get from watching it on YouTi, 
or something,” he says. “And beside 
those things can feel pretty clutter. 
everyone’s a filmmaker if you have 
webcam, but something like this re.) 
ly sort of distills that down and force 
people to pay more attention. yo), 
need time and effort to be good a 
your craft, and these people a, 
devoted to filmmaking.” w 
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MOVIES OF THE DECADE’ 


Steve Oldfield, FOX-TV 
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Liam Mayclerm, CBS-TV 
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OMAR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
A young child loses his family at sea. He 
swims to an agreeable community and is 
_ embraced. The government thinks he 
doesn’t belong there. They want to take 
him away. A custody battle of oceanic 
proportions ensues. No, this is not the 
Flian Gonzalez story. It's Saving Luna, 
the Luna story. A loving and loved orca 
that charmed some citizens of Nootka 


Sound, BC, and frustrated or enraged the 
rest. 

Marine biologists who tracked Luna's 
early life noticed that in the pod, he 
couldn't pick a mother, and switched 
between two unenthusiastic mama 
Orcas. As well, he was an independent 
player who enjoyed the company of boats 
over marine life, and petting by human 
hands over giant fins. 

After he ditches his pod, his sightings 
by local fisherman, paddlers and joy-ride 
boaters becomes the talk of the town. 
That's about when video journalist 
Michael Parfit and his wife Suzanne 
Chisholm show up. He was to spend 
three weeks documenting the toddler 


‘EXCEPTIONAL! 


A TERRIFIC FILM. SEE IT.’ 
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whale, but three years later Parfit is still 
by his side, day and night, protecting 
under the guise of filming. 

\f Parfit and Chisholm didn’t show up 
then, or left after their assignment's time- 
line expired, this would be an entirely dif- 
ferent doc. It would be made of 
retro-fitted talking heads and news 
footage, cheesy re-enactments and cross- 
fading newspaper clippings. But after the 
first time he pointed his camera at Luna 
and pressed record, Parfit began follow- 
ing him with stalker-like obsession. If 


Luna were a human, the filmmakers © 


would have been slapped with a restrain- 
ing order early. But, of course, many 
would accuse Luna with reciprocating the 


SAVING LUNA 


attention 

Luna's personality is real and therefore 
he’s the real hero of this movie. The expe- 
rience is all the more entrancing and, at 
times, heartbreaking because his person- 
ality is so rich. It's as crafted:as a charac- 
ter in a scripted film. Luna’s persona is a 
multidimensional one with his many 
charms and faults. He's social and playful, 
but he doesn’t know his limits and often 
puts his life and the lives of others in 
danger. He doesn’t know the difference 
between a canoe and an airboat, a cheer- 
ful child and a hateful fisherman, and 
that's when the custody battle rattles 

Should he get to stay and play, even 
though it will probably reduce his life 


expectancy? The government thinks not 
and try to sequester him into a distant 
pod. But if he didn’t like the Orcas 
before, why would he like them now? 
Considering his showboating, maybe an 
aquarium is the perfect place. But the 
Mowachaht band believe Luna is the 
reincarnation of their chief who passed 
just before the whale showed up—just 
after the chief said he'd return as an 
Orca. There’s no easy answers and Sav- 
ing Luna captures it all 

The doc, decorated with awards, earns 
it’s stripes through simplicity. All the 
drama and humour is there waiting for a 
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camera, and Luna, most certainly, is not 
camera shy. 


NOW PLAYING 


THE LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT 
DIRECTED BY DENNIS ILIADIS 

WRITTEN BY CARL ELLSWORTH, ADAM ALLECA 
STARRING MONICA POTTER, GARRET DILLAHUNT 
kkk 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweskly.com 

If you thought Slumdog Millionaire was 
life-affirming, you and the other girls 
around the water cooler ought to move on 
to something more refined. A horror pro- 
duction like The Last House on the 
Left, a grand-and gory investigation into 
the mutual human instinct for survival 
and revenge, is the kind of film that 
deserves to win Oscars, though it never 
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THE LAST HOUSE OM THE LIFE 


will. My silver lining on that cloud is 
when | leave the theatre after such a film 
ends, | feel better than everybody else for 
getting something that many asshead 
critics miss out on. It gives me the chills. 

The Last House on the Left is a pas- 
sionate retelling of Wes Craven's gritty 
1972 debut, closely knit to the original 
plotline but subversively conceived for 
the multiplex to scare the bejesus out of 
the white middle class. On his way to 
prison, trailer park bad guy Krug (Garret 
Dillahunt) trashes the police car and 
slaughters his escorts with a little help 
from his friends. Shortly after his escape, 
the Collingwood family arrives to their 
lakehouse hidden away at the back of the 
woods. Krug and his posse, which 
includes his moody lover Sadie (Riki Lind- 
home) and impish friend Francis (Aaron 
Paul), don’t appear to want to cause trou- 
ble, but when Krug’s nephew Justin 
invites 17-year-old Mari Collingwood 
(Sara Paxton) and her gal pal over to 
smoke a joint, they can’t risk not killing 
the young girls. 

While they're attempting to ice the 
kids in the woods, Mari’s parents Emma 
(Monica Potter) and John (Tony Goldwyn) 
enjoy a bottle of wine and the presump- 
tion that their daughter will return safely 
the next morning. Instead, Krug’s troupe 
of baddies arrive seeking shelter with 
claims of a traffic accident. Neither has 
any idea what the two families have in 
common—not until the daughter comes 
crawling home, almost dead. Enter shit 
left of fan. Kablooey. 

Craven and original Friday the 13th 
auteur Sean S Cunningham share a pro- 
ducing credit on Last House, packing a 
coarse wallop of inspiration behind Greek 
director Dennis Iliadis's marvelous vision 
of fear and torment. The appeal of 
Craven's original is its low-budget 
resourcefulness, while its 2009 successor 
reveres its grindhouse influence within an 
impressively mainstream project that 
boasts a superb script and intense per- 
formances (including Potter who, in one 
scene, uses her MILF-ish sexuality to 
save her own neck). The larger cash flow 
for its production is used to whittle far- 
ther down to the raw nerve, rather than a 


cosmetic teen picnic like last yo 
remake of Prom Night. Last fo, 
envelopes the viewer into a vile, pocs, 
nightmare somewhere betwee, ; , 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre ang j., 
Sweet Hereafter. 

“Well, | just don’t like violent movie 

Honey, you better start. 


MISS MARCH. 
WRITTEN AND DIRECTED BY ZACH CREGGEN, yy 
MOORE . 


STARRING CREGGAR, MOORE 
Oy 


JOSEF BRAUN / josof@vueweekly.com 

High school senior Eugene (Zach Crey 
gar) is afraid of sex, ostensibly bec 
his brother did it once, got syphilis, hy 
a “retarded” child and went crazy, Np 
ertheless, Eugene's girlfriend Cingj 
(Raquel Alessi) demands some action 
and the date’s set for prom night. Fo, 
some reason that might have actually 
been mildly interesting to explore 
Eugene and Cindi decide to lose the, 
virginity together in the master bedroon 
of a house where about 200 complete 
idiots whoop it up. 

One of those idiots is Eugene's best p 
Tucker (Trevor Moore), whose name, tyair 
cut and Hawaiian shirt should be enouct 
to tip you off to his being a total asshoic 
even before the scene where he stabs his 
epileptic girlfriend in the head for bitin 
his johnson while blowing him because 
he turned on a strobe fight. Tucker ets 
Eugene drunk and Eugene falls down the 
Stairs and goes into a coma for fou 
years. When he wakes up his gir! is gor 
and he’s still a virgin. The set-up, if nor 
the remaining story, is remarkably similar 
to that of The Dead Zone, but know 
what? Not as good. 

In fact, Miss March is just abou! 
the most detestable thing I've got 
paid to sit through in | don't know 


the screening | checked Metacrit 
and was comforted to see that Miss 
March received a total critical rating 
average of eight per cent, meaning 
“Extreme Dislike or Disgust." And fo 
a moment | felt a little closer to ™ 
fellow critics. Thanks Metacrit\: 
Miss March has two writer/dire 
tors—the film’s astounding! 
uncharismatic stars, as it turns ovut— 
yetas Hugh Hefner says during the 
deeply painful cameo, quality is mor 
important than quantity. Miss Marc! 
is not just badly written but over 
written. And slow. That means all 
that unfunny stuff lasts longer 
There's a scene in which a prosti- 
tute employed by a rapper named 
Horsedick.mpeg (Craig Robinson, the 
only even remotely funny person ! 
this movie), crafter of the hit singles 
“I'm Gonna Fuck a White Bitch” and 
“Suck My Dick While | Fuck That Ass 
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profoundly cynical 
, with a special layer 
ow, a pretty big word 
_ If it could have 
anaged to actually be amusing in 
me asinine way | wonder if I'd hate 
iss March less or more. 


AR MOUALLEM / omar@vueweekly.com 
eorge Bush doesn’t care about black 
eople, and kids doesn’t care about 
jot. The latter is according to Disney. 
5; at least that’s what is apparent in 
Race to Witch Mountain, which is 
more about a race than a mountain (not 
hat the mountain is in anyway signifi- 
snt; it’s just a finish line). It's a race 
etween two extraterrestrial teenagers 
nd some bad guys. Why the race? 
Who are the bad guys? Why are they 
acing to this mountain? What happens 
the ET kids lose or win? Not clear, 
not even relevant. 

All you need to know.is this: a UFO 
hot to Earth and visually human-teens 
named Sara and Seth (AnnaSophia 

Robb and Alexander Ludwig) emerged. 
fhey need to get somewhere untold, 
nd the cab driver that takes them 
there is former race car driver and mob- 
er Jack Bruno (Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson). Bruno's backstory isn't so 
much plot but just a comic device so 
that when the chase by ominous black 
SUVs ensues, he'll think it’s the compa- 
hy he used to keep that is after him, 
d not because there are two sweet- 
faced aliens in his back seat. 
No matter how much Johnson tries 
ith his character—and he does try 
hard, easily exceeding the standards 
bf acting demanded for a modern Dis- 
ley movie—he can’t salvage a shred 
f character believability. As if he is 
the extraterrestrial, his character 
sks no questions of these kids’ 
fange behaviours and the brouhaha 
hat follows. He's just there to pro- 
ect them and let his “gee-golly” con- 
lusion be the butt of some jokes. It's 
hot until after Seth and Sara lead him 
fough a secret room in a secret 
Ouse down a secret stairway and 


Nous cocoons store extra-secret GPS 
evices and they are attacked by an 
alien in the next-gen RoboCop suit 
hat he, finally, in Disney's favourite 
Parents just don’t understand” tone, 
sk, Just what is going on?” 
They're not from Earth. Case closed. 
Ne chase continues for another hour. 
But if you must know, halfway into 
; ‘(ch Mountain, writers Matt Lopez and 
ark Bomback did dedicate about three 
‘Wutes to explaining the shenanigans in 
ack-and-forth dialogue that has no fur- 
her effect on the plot. Amazingly, the 
" that’s laid gut then, in a scene so 
the score had to be amplified just to 
Se the audience's awareness, is far 
Nore interesting than all the meaningless 
Sol gadgets, effects and explosions that 
Script was written around. w 
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EDMONTON FILM SOCIETY 


499-5284 
ADAM'S RIB (PG) 
Mon 8:00 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 
780,852.4749 | 


WATCHMEN (18A, brutal violence, 
far eo” 

8:00 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse lan: ie) 
Fri-Sat 7:00, 9:15; Sun-Thu: B00" : 


| CINEMA CITY MOVIES 12 | 


"130 Ave 50 St. 780.472.9779 
THE UNINVITED (144, frightening 
scenes) Fri -Sat 4:30, 9:55, 12:05; 
Sun-Thu 4:30, 9:55 
NEW IN TOWN (PG, coarse Ian- 
guage) Daily 1:10, 6:40 
INKHEART (PG, frightening 
scenes) Daily 1:45, 4:35, 710 
UNDERWORLD: RISE OF THE 
LYCANS (18A, gory scenes) 

Fri -Sat 1:50, 4:45, 7:30, 9:50, 
Lee Sun-Thu 1:50, 4:45, 7:30, 


BRIDE WARS (PG) Fri-Sat 1:30, 
4:15, 7:15, 9:20, 11:35; Sun-Thu 
1:30, 4:15, 7:15, 9:20 
REVOLUTIONARY ROAD (14A, 
coarse language, mature themes) 
Fri -Sat 1:05, 4:05, 6:50, 9:30, 
11:55; Sun-Thu 1:05, 4:05, 6:50, 
9:30 
BEDTIME STORIES (G) Fri-Sat 
1:35, 4:25, 7:20, 9:40, 11:45; Sun- 
Thu 1:35, 4:25, 7:20, 9:40 
MARLEY AND ME (PG) Fri-Sat 
1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35, 12:00; Sun- 
Thu 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:35 
VALKYRIE (PG, violence, coarse 
language) Daily 9:25 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
Daily 2:00, 4:30 
YES MAN (14A) Fri-Sat 1:55, 4:40, 
7:25, 10:00, 12:15; Sun-Thu 1:55, 
4:40, 7:25, 10:00 
GRAN TORINO (144A, language 
may offend) Fri -Sat 1:25, 4:10, 
7:00, 9:45, 12:10; Sun-Thu 1:25, 
4:10, 7:00, 9:45 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD 
STILL (PG) Fri-Sat 6:45, 9:15, 
11:25; Sun-Thu 6:45, 9:15 
BOLT (G) 
Daily 1:15, 4:00, 7:05, 9:30 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) Fri -Sat 
1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:40, 12:10; Sun- 
Thu 1:20, 4:10, 6:55, 9:40 
CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


14231 197th Avenue, 780.732.2236 


1 LOVE YOU, MAN (144, crude 
content, coarse BUatAae, 


No pees Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 
3:00, 5:30, 8:00, 10:40; Wed 5:30, 
8:00, 10:40; Star and Strollers 
Screening: No passes Wed 1:00 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse Jarquade) 
No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 
8:50, 7:00, 10:00; Wed 3:50, 7:00, 
10:00; Star and Strollers Screening: 
No passes Wed 1:00 

KNOWING (144, violence, frighten- 


ing scenes) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:20, 10:20 
HAGE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


42:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 
goer ebaly 12:10, 2:40, 5:10, 7:40, 


THE LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT 
18A, gory scenes, sexual violence, 
ruta! violence) 
Daily 2:00, 4:50, 7:45, 10:30 
MISS MARGH (184, crude con- 
tent, sexual content, coarse lan- 
guage) Daily 4:45, 8:10, 10:35 
WATCHMEN (18A, brutal violence, 
gory scones} Daily 1:00, 2:30, 4:30, 
40, 8:45, 10:1 
ONE WEEK (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 1:50, 4:40, 7:10, 9:30 
JONAS BROTHERS: THE 3D 
CONCERT EXPERIENCE IN 
DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) 
Daily 12:40 
CONFESSIONS OF A 
SHOPAHOLIC (PG) Daily 1:40 
HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO 
YOU (PG, coarse language, sexual 
content) 
Daily 12:45, 3:40, 6:30, 9:20 
CORALINE (PG, not recommend- 
ed for children, frightenin. 
scenes) Digital 3d Dally 2:45, 5:20, 


7:50, 10:25 


* TAKEN (14A, violence) 


Daity 1:30, 4:20, 6.45 9:00 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Daily 12:30, 2:50, 5:00, 7:30, 9:50 
GRAN TORINO (144, 

may offend) : eo 
1-20, 4:00, 6:50, 9:40 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA 
SONNAMBULA (Classification not 


available) Sat 11:00 
CINEPLEX ODEON SOUTH 


1625-99 St, 780.436.8595 
1 LOVE YOU, MAN (144, crude 
content, coarse language) 
No Fri-Wed 1:45, 5:00, 
7:30, 10:15; Thu 4:15, 7:30, 10:15; 
Star and Strollers Screening: No 
Passes Thu 1:00 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 
No passes Fri-Wed 12:00, 3:30, 
7,00, 9:50; Thu 3:45, 7:00, 9:50; 
Star and Strollers Screening: No 
passes Thu 1:00 
KNOWING (14A, violence, frighten- 
ing seenes) 
Daily 1:15, 4:45, 7:40, 10:30 
Ble TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


Oa 12:00, 1:30, 2:20, 4:15, 4:50, 
6:50, 7:25, 9:30, 9:55 

THE LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT 
(18A, gory scenes, sexual violence, 
brutal violence) 

Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:45, 10:30 

MISS MARCH (184A, crude con- 
tent, sexual content, coarse lan- 


guage) 

laily 7:50, 10:20 

WATCHMEN (184, brutal violence, 
jory scenes) Daily 1:00, 2:00, 5:00, 
330, 9:00, 10:00 

ONE WEEK , coarse language) 

Daily 12:15, S30; 7:05, 9.45) ‘ 

FIRED UP (14A, coarse language) 

Daily 1:15 

THE INTERNATIONAL (14A, vio- 

lence) Fri-Tue, Thu 3:45, 7:10, 
10:10; Wed 3:45, 10:10 

CONFESSIONS OF A 

SHOPAHOLIC (PG) 

Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:30, 6:55, 9:20; 

Mon-Thu 1:30, 6:55 

HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO 

YOU (PG, coarse language, sexual 

content) Fri Sun 12:30, 3:45, 7:20, 

10:15; Sat 4:00, 7:20, 10:15; Mon- 

Thu 3:45, 10:15 

CORALINE (PG, not recommend- 

ed for young children, fnghtening 

scenes) Digital 3d Daily 12:15, 

3:30, 6:35, 9:10 

TAKEN (14A, violence) 

Fri-Wed 12:45, 4:15, 6:40, 9:15; 

Thu 12:45, 4:15, 10:00 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 

Daily 12:45, 4:45 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (14A, 

violence) 

Daily 12:30, 4:00, 6:45, 9:40 

METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA 

SONNAMBULA (Classification not 

available) Sat 11:00 

CRUEFEST (Classification not 


available) Thu 7:00 


10200-1402 Ave, 780.421.7020 
1 LOVE YOU, MAN (14A, crude 
content, coarse lanquage) 
aie Digital Daily 12:35, 3:10, 7:00, 
KNOWING (14A, violence, frighten- 
ing scenes) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Daily 12:45, 
3:40, 6:40, 9:45 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 
Bie Digital Daily 12:25, 3:30, 6:30, 


HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO 
YOU (PG, coarse language, sexual 
content) b 

Digital Presentation Daily 3:20 
TAKEN (14A, violence) 

A Pet teed Daily 12:55, 


WATCHMEN (18A, brutal violence, 


ae 
Bre Digital Daily 12:15, 8:55, 7:30 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


re Digital Fri-Wed: 1:10, 3:50, 
mal 9:50; Thu 1:10, i 9:50 


4211-139 Ave, 780.472.7600 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP a 
ra eal 4:20; Sat-Sun 1:50, 
4: 

TAKEN (144A, violence) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:20, 9:50; Sat- 


FILM 


Sun 2:10, 4:50, 7:20, 9:50 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language} 
Fri, Mon-Thu 3:50, 6:40, 9:30; ae 
Sun 12:50, 3:50, 6:40, 9:30 

1 LOVE YOU, MAN (144A, crude 
content, coarse language) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:10, 9:45; Sat- 
Sun 2:00, 4:40, 7:10, 9:45 
KNOWING (14A, violence, frighten- 
ing scenes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:45, 9:35; Sat- 
Sun 1:10, 4:00, 6:45, 9:35 
TWILIGHT (PG, violence) 

No passes Fri 11:59; Sat 11:30 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (144, 
violence) 

Fr, Mon-Thu 3:45, 6:30, 9:20; Sat- 
Sun 1;00, 3:45, 6:30, 9:20 
CORALINE SD (PG, frightening 
scenes, not recommended for 

foung children) 

Ti, Mon-Thu 4:05, 6:35, 9:00; Sat- 
Sun 1:30, 4:05, 6:35, 9:00 
WATCHMEN (184A, brutal violence, 

lory scenes) 

i, Mon-Thu 4:10, 7:40; Sat-Sun 
12:40, 4:10, 7:40 
THE LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT 
(18A, gory scenes, sexual violence, 
brutal violence) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:15, 6:55, 9:40; Sat- 
Sun 1:40, 4:15, 6:55, 9:40 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


) 
No passes Fri 4:30, 7:00, 9:25; No 
passes Sat-Sun 1:20, 4:30, 7:00, 
9:25; Mon-Thu 4:30, 7:00, 9:25 
MISS MARCH (8A, crude con- 
tent, séxual content, coarse lan- 


guage) 
DUGGAN CINEMA-CAMROSE 


660148 Ave, Camrose, 780.609.2144 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


(PG) 
Daily 7:05 9:05; Sat-Sun 2:05 
WATCHMEN (18A, brutal violence, 


gory scenes) 

laily 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:45 
KNOWING (144, violence, frighten- 
ing scenes) 

Daily 7:00 9:10 ; Sat-Sun 2:00 

| LOVE YOU, MAN (714A, crude 
content, coarse language) 

Daily 7:20 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:20 


DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 


Daily 6:55 9:15; Sat-Sun 1:55 
‘ GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 780.416.0150 
1 LOVE YOU, MAN (14A, crude 
content, coarse language) 
No passes Fri 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; 
Sat-Sun 12:40, 4:40, 7:40, 10:20; 
Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:20 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 
No passes Fri 4:00, 6:50, 9:45; 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 6:50, 9:45; 
Mon-Thu 6:50, 9:45 
KNOWING (174A, violence, frighten- 
ing scenes) 
Fri 4:15, 7:15, 10:15; Sat-Sun 
12:10, 4:15, 7:15, 10:15; Mon-Thu 
7:15, 10:15 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 
(PG) Fri 4:10, 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 
1:10, 4:10, 7:20, 9:50; Mon-Thu 
7:20, 9:50 
THE LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT 
(18A, gory scenes, sexual violence, 
brutal violence) Fri 4:20, 7:30, 
10:10; Sat-Sun 12:30, 4:20, 7:30, 
40:10; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:10 
MISS MARCH (184A, crude con- 
tent, sexual content, coarse lan- 


guage) 

ri -Sun 3:50, 9:20; Mon-Thu 9:20 

WATCHMEN (138A, brutal violence, 
lory scenes) Fri 3:30, 7:00, 10:30; 

t-Sun 12:00, 3:30, 7:00, 10:30; 

Mon-Thu 8:00 

FIRED UP (14A, coarse language) 

Fri 4:30, 7:10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:30, 

4:30, 7:10, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:10, 

9:30 

TAKEN (14A, Mee 

Fri 3:45, 7:05, 10:00; Sat-Sun 

12:20, 3:45, 7:05, 10:00; Mon-Thu 

7:05, 10:00 

PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 6:40; Sat-Sun 1:20, 

6:40 

SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (14A, 

violence) Fri 3:40, 6:45, 9:40; Sat- 

Sun 12:50, 3:40, 6:45, 9:40; Mon- 

Thu 6:45, 9:40 


= 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (144, 
eer 

Daily 6:50, 9:25; Sat-Sun 2:30 


BLUE GOLD (STC) 
Sun 12:01pm 


| __—sGRANDINTHEATRE THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, 
‘St Albert, 780.458.9622 

Date of Issue only: Thu Mar 19 

CORALINE (PG, not recommend- 

ed for young children, frightening 


scenes) 
Fri, Mar 19: 1:00, 2:50, 4:45, 6:45 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (144, 


violence) 

Thu, Mar 19; 1:45, 4:15, 6:30, 8:45 
HOTEL FOR DOGS (G) 

Thu Mar 19: 1:05, 3:00, 4:50, 7:00. 


"GRAN TORINO (14A, language 


may offen 
Thu Mar 19: 8:40 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Thu Mar 19; 4:55 6:40 
WATCHMEN (18A, brutal violence, 
py, scenes) 

ju Mar 19: No passes 1:20, 4:35, 
7:55 
FRIDAY THE 13TH (184, sexual 
content, gory scenes) 
Thu Mar 19: 8:55 
THE PINK PANTHER 2 (PG) 
Thu Mar 19: 1:10, 3:05, 8:30 


780.352.3922 
aor TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 
fay 7:05, 9:20; Sat, Sun 1:05, 
3:20 


1 LOVE YOU, MAN (14A, crude 
content, coarse language) 

Daily 7:10, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:10-3:20 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 
Daily 7:00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:00, 
3:35 

KNOWING (14A, violence, frighten- 
ing scenes) Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat- 
Sun 1:05, 3:30 


METRO CINEMA 


9828-101A Ave, Citadel Theatre, 
780.425.9212 


ALBERTA STUDENT FILM 
FESTIVAL (STC) Fri, Sat 7:00 

A SENSE OF WONDER (STC) 
Sun 2:00 

THE SEVENTH CONTINENT 
(STC) Sun 7:00 

TIME OF THE WOLF (STC) 

Sun 9:00 

71 FRAGMENTS OF A 
CHRONOLOGY OF CHANCE 
(STC) Mon 7:00 

THE CASTLE (PG, coarse lan- 
guage) Mon 9:00 

CODE UNKNOWN (STC) Tue 8:00 
THE PIANO TEACHER [R, dis- 
turbing scenes) Wed 8:00 

CACHE (14A) Thu 7:00 

FUNNY GAMES US (144A, violence 
disturbing content) Thu 9:15 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 


130 Century Crossing, Spnice Grove, 
780.972.2332, Serving Spruce Grove, 
‘Stony Plain; Parkland County 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse lanauage) 

Daily 7:00; 9:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 
1:06, 3:30; Movies For Mommies: 
Tue 1:00 

1 LOVE YOU, MAN (144, crude 
content, coarse language) 

Daily 7:05, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 
1:05, 3:15 

KNOWING (14A, violence, frighten- 
ing scenes) 

Daily 6:55, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue 
12:55, 3:25 

RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 


PG) 

6:45, 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tus 
12:45, 3:00 
WATCHMEN (18A, brutal violence, 


jory scenes) 
Baty 7:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:30 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (144, 
violence) 
Daily 6:50, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 
12:50, 3:20 
TAKEN (144A, violence) 
Daily 7:10, 9:05; Sat, 
1:10, 3:05 


10937-82 Ave, 780.433.0728 


ONE WEEK (PG, coarse rae 
Daily 6:50, oon Sat-Sun 2: 

THE WRESTLER (144A, sexual 
content, nudity, coarse language) 
Daily 9:10 


un, Tue 


SAVING LUNA (G) 
Daily 7:00; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 
WEM, 8852-170 St. 780.444.2400 
1 LOVE YOU, MAN (744, crude 
content, coarse language) 
No passes Fri-Tus, Thu 1:20, 4:20, 
7:40, 10:20; Wed 4:20, 7:20, 
10:20; Star and Strollers Screening: 
No passes Wed 1:00 
DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 
No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:40, 
3:40, 6:45, 9:45; Wed 3:50, 6:45 
9:45; Star and Strollers Screening: 
No passes Wed 1:00 


KNOWING (144. violence, frighten- 


ing scenes) 
Daily 12:45, 3:45, 7:00, 10:15 
eon TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 
Daily 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 7:30, 10:10 
THE LAST HOUSE ON THE LEFT 
(18A, gory scanes, sexual violence 
brutal violence) 
Fn, Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:40, 7:45, 
10:30; Sat 2:20, 4:45, 7:45, 10:30 
MISS MARCH (138A, crude con- 
tent, sexual content, coarse lan- 
juage) 
aily 1:50, 4:50, 7:50, 10:30 
CONFESSIONS OF A 
SHOPAHOLIC (PG) 
Daily 1:00, 7:20 
HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO 
YOU (PG, coarse language, sexual 
content) 
Fri -Tue, Thu 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 
9:50; Wed 12:50, 3:50, 9:50 
CORALINE 3D (PG, not recom- 
mended for young children, fnght- 
ening scenes) 
Digital 3d Fri, Sun-Thu 
6:40, 9:20; Sat 12:50, 
9:20 
PUSH (14A, violence) 
Daily 4:10, 10:15 
TAKEN (14A, violence) 
Fri-Wed 1:10, 4:30, 7:10, 9:40; Thu 
1:10, 4:30, 9:40 
SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE (144 
violence) 
Daily 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 
WATCHMEN (184, brutal violence 
jory scenes) 
aily 12:00, 4:00, 8:00 
WATCHMEN: THE IMAX 
EXPERIENCE (184, brutal vio- 
lence, gory scenes) 
Daily 2:30, 6:30, 10:00 
METROPOLITAN OPERA: LA 
SONNAMBULA (Classification not 
available) 
Sat 11:00 
CRUEFEST (Classification not 
available) 
Thu 7:00 


111 Ave. Grost Rd, 780.355.8725 
KNOWING (714A, violence, inghten- 
ing scenes) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 
7:15, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:15, 3:55, 
7:15, 9:50 

DUPLICITY (PG, coarse language) 
DTS Digital 

Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:35; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 3:35, 7:00,'9:35 
WATCHMEN (138A, brutal violence 


ore SCENES) 

TS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 8:10; Sat- 
Sun 12:30, 4:10, 8:10 

THE READER (18A, sexual con- 
tent) 

Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Tue-Wed 
6:35, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:40, 3:45, 
6:35, 9:20; Mon, Thu 9:20 


WETASKIWIN CINEMAS 


780.352.9822 
1 LOVE YOU, MAN (144, crude 
content, coarse language) 
Daily 7:10, 9:20; Fn, Sat; Sun, Mon 
1:10-3:20 
WATCHMEN (i8A, brutal violence, 


gory scenes) 

i, Sat, Sun 6:40, 9:40; Mon-Thu 
7:15; Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon 3:30 
DUPLICITY (PG, Coarse languages) 
Daily 7:00, 9:35; Fri, Sat, Sun, Mon 
1:00, 3:35 

KNOWING (14A, violence, fighten- 


ing scenes) 
pe 7:05, 9:30; Fri, Sat, Sun,.Mon 
1:05, 3:30 


CONFESSIONS OF A 
SHOPAHOLIC (PG) 

Daily 6:55, 9:25; Fn, Sat, Sun, Mon 
12:55, 3:25 


MAR19-MAR25,208 wWursweexy 39° 


1. Neko Case - Middle Cyclone (ant) 

2. Buddy & Julie Miller - Written In Chalk (new west) 

3. Chris Issak - Mr. Lucky (reprise) 

4. Dan Auerbach — Keep It Hip (nonesuch) 

5. Justin Townes Earle - Midnight At The Movies (bloodshot) 

6. Propagandhi —- Supporting Caste (smaliman)  * 

7. Animal Collective - Merriweather Post Pavilion (domino) 

8. Deep Dark Woods — Winter Hours (black hen) 

9. M. Ward - Hold Time (merge) 

10. V/A- Dark Was The Night (4ad) 

11. Napalm Death - Time Waits For No Slave (century media) 
12. Brett Dennen - Hope For The Hopeless (dualtone) 

13, Elvis Perkins — In Dearland (x!) 

14. The Derek Trucks Band — Already Free (sony) 

15. Bugied Inside — Spoils Of Failure (relapse) 

16. A.C. Newman — Get Guilty (last gang) 

17. John Frusciante - The Empyrean (record collection) 

18. Andrew Bird — Noble Beast (fat possum) 

19. Willie Nelson & Asleep At The Whee! - Willie & The Wheel (bismeaux) 
20. Neil Young — Sugar Mountain: Live At Canterbury House (reprise) 
21. Bruce Springsteen — Working On A Dream (columbia) 

22. Geoff Bemer — Kiezmer Mongrels (jericho beach) 

23. Mark Olson & Gary Louris — Ready For The Flood (new west) 
24. Beast ~ Beast (universal) 

25. Jill Barber - Chances (outside) 

26. Kasey Chambers & Shane Nichols — Rattlin’ Bones (sugar hill) 
27. Passenger Action - S/T (smaliman) 

28. Combichrist - Today We Are All Demons (metropolis) 

29. William Elliott Whitmore - Animals In The Dark (anti) 

30. Southside Johnny — Grapefruit Moon (leroy records) 


WILLIAM ELLIOTT WHITMORE 
ANIMALS IN THE DARK 


William Elliott Whitmore naturally bridges 
the Americana music scene which 
embraces his sound and the Midwestern 
DIY rock movement which holds him as 
one of their own. His latest album ‘Animals 
in The Dark' is an expansive, cultivated 
sound, without losing any of the palpable 
soul that has garnered the 30 year old such 
critical acclaim. Beginning on October 
23rd, Whitmore sets out on tour with dark 
country rockers Murder By Death. 


MAKE SURE TO FRIEND US at MYSPACE. COM/MEGATUNESEOMOMTON 


10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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Shake your body, baby 


Geoff Berner’s Klezmer Mongrels inspires conga lines 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 


en Geoff Berner released 
Klezmer Mongrels in January, 
he neatly tied up a trilogy of 


albums that began with 2005's Whiskey 
Rabbis and continued with 2007's Wed- 
ding Dance of the Widow Bride. 
Contained within the bars of romp- 
ing accordion music is a thesis that 


gets played out at every gig, where © 


drinking, discussing and dancing are 
not only a release, but also a way to 
come to terms with our differences. 

“The third record is supposed to 
be: knowing what you know about 
the world, if you really care to be 
aware politically and stuff, and real- 
ly confront the moral, the conclu- 
sion you have to draw from being 
politically aware is how can you be 
happy?” Berner says from his Van- 
couver home. “The answer goes 
back to the initial theme of drinking 
and valuing human weakness. But, 
like, doing it in a way where we all 
come together. And all the weak, 
fucked up people get together and 
have drinks in order to somewhat 
anesthetize themselves enough to 
stay functional and also to get over 
their worries about what everyone 
thinks about them and stuff like 
that. Once we've done that we can 
connect to each other and mutually 
support each other through our 
tough times and the tough knowl- 
edge that we carry. That’s what the 
record is about.” 

And when Berner took the album 
to Toronto earlier this year, he experi- 
enced a clear case of life imitating 
art—his art. Right there in a bar in a 
city known for its aloof audiences, a 
conga line formed and the folks were 
off their heads. 

“No word of a lie, it actually hap- 
pened,” Berner says. “And it really 
felt like a career high, getting a stuck 
up, standoff-ish Toronto-and-really- 
from-Scarborough audience up 
That's the root of the standoffishness 
in Toronto. Everybody is a bit wor- 
ried that everyone else is going to 
see through them. But they’re all 
feeling the same way, so if you just 
get them fueled up in the right way 
... | feel like it’s a sign that the work 
that I’m doing is setting the right 
social tone. If | can do that, make 
people feel happy and free enough 
to do a conga line in Toronto, then I 
think I'm on the right track.” 


ANYONE WHO KNOWS pBemer's music, 


however, knows that Klezmer Mon- 
grels has a lot more to say than “Can't 
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we all just get along?” There is also an 
attack on our notions of authenticity. 
“In any style of music, there's this 
ber set of rules that define it perfect- 
ly, whether it’s klezmer music or 
country or Celtic,” he says. “Purity is 
the enemy of good art.” 
With this trilogy wrapped up, work 
has begun on a klezmer punk musi- 


Suppliod 


cal, and Berner has designs on de! 

ing deeper into his klezmer expe"! 
ment. After all, it has been workins 
for him. 

“The key principle is not to 
boring,” he says. “You just kind of 
have to get out there and ge! the 
hang of it, and if that’s your P! 
mary rule—I will not be borne” 
then after awhile, you get the hans 
of it. There are also second?!’ 
goals, but first off, you have ® 
responsibility to the audience "° 
to bore them." v 


It's not the years, it’s the mileage 


Serena Ryder explores her contradictions on /s It OK 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 

erena Ryder's last album—If 

Your Memory Serves You Well, a 

collection of songs by artists 
who have influenced her, topped off 
by a trio of originals—was released in 
2006. Her latest, Is It OK, saw its 
release in 2008. A couple of years 
really isn’t all that much time between 
albums these days—plenty of musi- 
cians can mun that up to three or four 
years without much trouble—but on 
record it sounds as though Ryder has 
travelled a lot of miles between the 
two albums, which she has, of course, 
rolling down highway after highway, 
playing gigs along the way. And on Is 
It OK she comes across as being a lit- 
tle more weary and wom, her soulful 
voice packing an even heavier punch 
than it did just two years ago. ‘In 
short, she sounds older. 

“That's ‘cause I am,” Ryder laughs 
loudly over the phone. “That's 
because | am. Time doesn’t exist by 
any means. It’s amazing how 10, 15 
years can happen in a year, ina 
month, you know? Life happens very 
fast sometimes and the last couple of 
years it's been very fast for me. I've 
experienced a lot of things in a very 
short period of time. I've had my heart 
busted a billion times, I've had many 
people in my life pass away in the last 
year that I was very close to. 

"There was a lot that was going 
on," she continues. “There was a lot 
of very concentrated living that hap- 
pened just in the last couple of years. 
Concentrated living, concentrated 
Sadness, concentrated joy. It’s been 
amazing, It’s been nothing short of a 
movie, and thank fucking God I can 
write songs, because what the hell 
else would | do?” 

For Ryder, songwriting is an ongo- 
'ng evolution; she believes that every- 
thing she does, every song that she 
writes, is a dot on the map leading 
her to the present moment. . 

‘It’s like the first song that I ever 
wrote, | wouldn't have created what I 
create right now without that fucking 
shitty song, you know?” she explains. 

And I think {that first song] is just as 
'mportant. There are tinier pieces to the 
bigger puzzle that exist for a reason.” 
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Still, she points out that she would 
never intentionally sit down and work 
on a song that she didn’t feel was 
worth it at the time. 

“When I’m writing music I won’t 
write a shitty song in the moment—I'll 
keep writing until I think it’s good,” 


she says. “I thought that song was 
good when I was 13 years old—I 
thought it was great and maybe 
someone who is in the same place in 
their life as 1 was when I wrote that 
song would think it was great too.” 


ON THE NEW RECORD, Ryder’s thoughts 


were on letting herself write a record 
full of songs that she felt at home 
with. 

One thing that she wasn’t worried 
about was presenting conflicting feel- 
ings throughout the 13 tracks. 

“It was important for me to 
explore myself by doing this record 
and explore all the different parts of 
myself,” she explains. “People like 
to say there’s one-way that they 
define themselves—‘I would never 
do that,’ or ‘This is the kind of per- 
son that I am’—What do you mean? 
You're everything all the time and 
you're gonna change your mind and 
all of a sudden you're going to be a 
hypocrite because you changed 
your mind. And then if you don't 
change your mind you're an ass- 
hole, so there were a lot of skips 
and jumps and starts that happened 
with this record, and a lot of contra- 
dictory writing and a lot of contra- 
dictory messages, things like that, 
but I was just realizing that’s what 
humans are.” v 


GGOFF.BERNER 
BOB WISEMAN 


MAINSTREAM SUCCESS TOUR 


with Doug Hoyer 
at theARTery 


9533 Josper Avenue - entrance on 10}a Avenue 
Tickets $13 at the door, $10 in advance 


SATURDAY 


eas 


(megotunes, blackbyrd, listen, tix on the square) 


Doors al Spm. Show starts at pm sharp! 


MARCH 21 


AIBTHE 
SA TALE 


APRIL 19 
STARLITE ROOM 


ON SALE FRIDAY AT 10AM 
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MAR.19 - MAR 25,2009 


10551- 32 Avenue {Upstairs!} 
730-432-5053 


MONA 


SATURDAY MARCH 21 


woor ay remap: 


SRD IPD AMON, 


MARMH 92 


AVENUE THEATRE Camifex. Blind 
Witness, The Last Felony, in The Midst 
of « Murder, all ages, 7pm (doort $10 
{adv} at Mead Hall or Avenue Theatre, 
780.477.2149/$15 (door} 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rockin’ with 
Ronnie After Work hosted by Ron Rault 
every Thu and Fri 4-69 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE The Highway 3 
Roots Revue with John Wort Hanem 
{sing/songwriter), and friends Dave 
McCann and Leeroy Stagger: $15 


BLUES ON WHYTE Super Stack 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB Open 
stage hosted by Alberta Crude; 6-10pm. 
COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 
Open mie at the pubs hip hop open mic 
every Thursday night with host Yak 
Dollaz 


(CROWN AND ANCHOR Vigalante 
Typewriter, Jezibelle; no cover 


DRUID Guitar heres 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursday open jam 
hosted by The Assassins of youth 
(blues/rockl: Spm; no cover 

DVB Open mic Thursdays 

ECO CAFE-VILLAGE AT PIGEON 
LAKE Open Mie Nights 1st and 3rd Thu 
avery month: 830-8:30pre 
Dpenmyo@deadmansslog.com 


MAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open jar 
6:30pm 


HULBERT'S Lois Mullen: 8pm: $10 
{door} 


JAMBRERS PUB Thursday open jam. 
7-11pm 
J AND B BAR AND GRALL Open 


stage with the Poster Boys 
(pop/rock/blues), 8-30)pm-12:30am 


LB°S PUB Open jam with Ken 
Skoreyko; Som 


LIVE WIRE BAR AND GRELL Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary Thémas 
LUCKY 13 TV Rock 9pm 

NORTH GLENORA HALL Jam by Wild 
Rose Old Time Fiddlers 


RED PIANO-PIANO BAR Hottest 
dueling piano show featuring the Red 
Piano Players; 8pm 1am 


RIVER CREE Christ Hiatt. Cold Shot 


{Stevie Ray Veughn tribute) 
‘SECOND CUP_VARSCOMA 
Peggy Donnelly {accoustic/folk): 7-2pm 


ive music every Thursday night 
between 7pm and Spe 


Thereday Merch 1th 


‘STARLITE ROOM The Midway Stato, 
Envy, Parachute Penguin, no minors: 
Spm (door $12.50 at Unionevents.com, 
TicketMaster, Blackbyrd 


URBAN LOUNGE Kokanee Froeride 
Battle of the Bands: Rattlesnake 
Romeo, September Stone, Hostile Hero; 
Spm, 


WILD WEST SALOON Trick Ryder 


\WUNDERBAR Sates on the Praine: 
DU Choonz, OJ Stic, 1LYF and guests: 


$s 
DJS 
THU MAR 19 03S 


BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertairenent 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock 
Thursdays: DJs on 3 levels~Topwise 
Soundsystem spin Dub & Reggae in 
The Underdog 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear contest with 
Mia Fellow, madnight, DU 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 


EMPIRE BALLROOM [.) Judge Jules, 
Darin Epsilon, Tripnotie, Brian 
Jemieson, Clarence Leung: no miners, 
Spm (doork, $20 (adv. more at door 


FILTHY MeHASTY'S Punk Rock Bingo. 
with DJ SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls Night out 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Requests with OU Damian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Top 40/dance 
with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Urban Substance 
Thursdays: Elephant Man Tour with 
Invineeabie, Spyce, Touch It, Capone 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: with Allout 
Dis DJ Degree, Junior Brown 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ Mark 
Stevens; Spm 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish Thursdays: 
funky house/techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breeks with DJ 
Krazy K hardstyle/techno with DJ 
Dect, tect trance/eleetro wath OU 
Savage Garret; no minors; no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo at 
$30m followed by Eleetroshock 
Therapy with Dervish Naz Nomad and 
Plan B (electro, retro) 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic Thursdays: 
Danos lessons at 8pm; Salsa DJ to fol- 
low 


OVERTIME SOUTH Ratro to New 
classic rock, R&B, urban and dance 
with DU Mikee: Spm-Zarre no cover 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT Hit it 
Thursdays: breaks, electro house spun 
with PI residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal Thurzday 
with orgS86 
STARLITE ROOM Music 1st and The 
Techno Hippy Crew: Bassnectar, Kush 
Arora, Shamik and quests; 8pm 


STOLU'S Dancehall, hip hop with DU 
Footnotes hostid by Elle Diy and 
‘every Thur no cover 
WW. NOTonous-events com 
TEMPLE Tainted Thuredsys: Electro 
Pop, Indie Rock and Roll 
Judge Jules Afterparty Thurs March 
18th!" on Thursday, March 19 at 
11:55pm. 


Y AFTERHOURS Juxige Jules 
Afterparty, 11:55pm, 


FAl 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jirimy 
Whiten 


AVENUE THEATRE The Mackiigans 
(CD release), Forever and Never (CO 
release). The Weekend Kids, Letters To 
Elise, Farwell To The Sunset, Hostile 
Hero; all ages: 6:30pm {doorl; $8 
(hetore 730pm\/$10 {after 7:30pm} 


AMIS CAFE Megan Callan 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rockin’ with 
Ronnie After Work hosted by ion Raut 
every Thu and Fri 4-Gpm. 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE House Kats (roots/ 
country): $10 


BLUE QUILL COMMUNITY CENTRE 
11304 -25 Avenue 

Andrea House and Chris Smith 

Magic by Bian Lehr 

Doxs @ 600 

Show 630 - 810 

Adults $15, Children $5 


An evening of Music and Magic in 
Support af Brite Beginnings Earty 
Learning and Childcare Centre's 
Summer Program 


BLUES ON WHYTE Wild T and the 
Spirit, Bending the Fender 


BRD BAR harden Sphere, Drum and 
Bell Tower, Electricheacy Spm (dork 
$10 (door) 


BROOKLYN'S Needles to Vinyl (CD 
release party), Yes Nice 


CAFFREY'S IRISH HOUSE Red House 
{blues/R&BI, Spm 


(CARROT Live music Fridays: 
Phyllis Sinclair (folkt all ages: 7:30- 
9:30pm: $5 {door} 


CASINO EDMONTON The Rum 
Brothers (shovtard) 


CASING YELLOWHEAD Souled Out 
{pop/rock} 


(CENTURY CASINO Trooper, 
‘$34. 5344.55 at TicketMaster 


COAST TO COAST Open Stage every 
Sopot Tet Lond Bioy at 


DVS TAVERN Live music every Fri, 
Some $S 


EDDIE SHORTS The Laker Band (origi 
‘nal rok “r rol)) 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE Tali 
Kwali (hip hop): 8pm; $35.90 
ladult/$47.25 (sidestaga) at 
TickatMiaster 


FESTIVAL PLACE Tiller’s Folly (Coltic, 
acoustic roots 7:30pm; Cabaret 
Seating: $36 (tableV$34 (bax) /S30(tha? 
‘atre) at Festival Place box office 


FRESH START CAFE Live music 
Fridays: Randall MacDonald and Charlo 
Austin: Spc $5 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Neil Young 
Tritute: Kit Johnson: 8pm, 


HULBERT'S Mike Sadava, 8pm; $10 
(door) 


HYDEAWAY All ages ant space: Kisses 
ot Fire (CD retease), Thighs, Seaverse, 
Likewise Vultures; 7:30pm 


IRISH CLUB Jam session: 8pm; no 
cover 


IVORY CLUB Duelling piano show 
with Jesse, Shana, Tiffany and Erik and 


Quests 
SEFFREY'S Krystle Dos Santos (R&B 
Singer) and her band; $15 


JEXYLL AND HYDE (PUB) Every 
Friday: Headwind (classic pop/rock: 
Spx no cover 


KINGSWAY LEGION Sidestep 


(LBS PUB Simon Fisk's Stuctures 
Ensemble; }0pm-Tariy $10 


LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR Ariane 
Mahryke Lemire {listening party 9- 
10pm 

NAKED ON JASPER The Busker’s 
Balk: The Andy Northrup Trio, Thus Enc 
Johnson Band, Emie Gambler, Torn 
loschkoy, Kelly Pilaula. Daniel Moir, Roby 
Taylor, Bill Carley, Lex Mekie (MC) the 
Busker's Ball art gallery; 6:30pm, bene- 
fit for the Parkand Institute, 

www buskersball.ca 


NORWOOD LEGION Uptown Folk 
Club: Open stage; 7pm (door), 7:20pm 
(music): $4 {door non-member\/free 
{member} 


ON THE ROCKS The Mishaps 
180 DEGREES Sexy Friday nightevery 
Friday 


PALACE CASINO (WEM) Slowbum 
(blues/roots); Spm-Tam 


PAWN SHOP Subcity Dwallers, 40 
Thieves, The Old Wives; Spm 


RED PIANO-PIANO BAR Hottest 
dueling piano show featuring the Red 
Piano Players; Spm-2am. 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Quietus. Evilosity, 
Death Toll Rising 


RIVER CREE Christ Hiatt, Cold Shot 


(Stevie Ray Vaughn tritute) 


‘STARLITE ROOM Pin, 
Raptors, Spm (door) $14 wt 6 
Listen, TicketMaster, unicnevent 


nd Ani 


STEEPS—-OLD GLENORA 
Mase Friday Kristin): os 
TMpen 


8:3010:30pm, aa 


TOWERS-GRANT 
CAMPUS PUB Miusx | 
Weekentt Souljah Fyan 
$10 [advV/S12 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE Clos 11 
Spe $5 


WHISTLESTOP Nr (ci 
{blues/roots| 9:30pm 1 
WILD WEST SALOON jj). 
WUNDERBAR As the loo Mos 
Axss Group, Mike Evers, Ey 


Himikn, Gautam Karnik, Dorwo } 
Everything Nicks. Cory Sman 2 


John Speam, quests {electro sco.: 


folk Toots Caltic Canadians: ror) 


{door procaeds to Amnesty 
Intemational 


YARDBIRD SUITE Hor A\: 
Tommy Basis: Bor (doory/9ern | 
$20 {member/$24 (quest) at 
TicketMaster 


== 
FALMAR 29 CLASSICAL 


MUTTART BALL Chora)ti 
Spotlight Concert: 72m. § 


720 488.7454, dore 
: CHURCH 


McDOUGALL UNITED 
Choratfest Jace The Alberta ( 
Federation, Sith Wave. !-2crr 
{agunYS15 (student/senior) at 
the Square 

WINSPEAR CENTRE fi 
Cirque de la Symphonie: Erno 
Symphony Orchestra; 8pm: § 
Winspear box office: Fri 

Grant Masckwan Jazz Combo 
performing in the lobby, 7:1 


DUS 
—. 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE ( 


Fridays: 91.7 The Bounce 
Delano, Luke Morrison 


BAR-B-BAR DJ James: 
BAR WILD Bar Wild Frc: 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE |; 
Spin Wooftop and Main Flor 
Jpms with Nevine~indie, sc 
new wave, electro: Underd: 
Perverted Fridays: Punk and St 
the ‘60s 70s and % 
BOOTS Retro Diso 


BUDOY'S We made ‘em far 
Exidy Toonflash, come early « 
Tineup, no cover before 10¢ 


CHROME LOUNGE Piatinu 
Fridays 

EMPIRE BALLROOM fcc. | 
house, mash up; no minor 


ESMERELDA'S Ezies Freakin 
Fridays: Pfaying the best in o 


Nestr 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


tracks, rock, retro with DD 


GAS PUMP Top 4/dance wt 
Christian 


HALD Mod Chub: indie rock 
Brit pop, and "60s soul with DJ 
Jay, DU Travy D; no cover bef 


WEM Phase lit 


St Wet 


10081 Jasper Ave, 780.969. 


COACH/TOUCH OF CLASS 11727 Kingowe 
TO COAST PUB AND GRILL 5552 Calc: 


780,990,0680 * FRESH START CAFE Ri 
780,913.4312/780.953.3806 * HALO 105. 


VENUE GUIDE 


780.989.2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780.439.3981 « BLUE QUILL COMMUNITY CENTRE 11304 - 25 Ave » BOOTS 10242-106 St, 780.423.5014 « BRIXX BAR 10030-10. 
(downstairs), 780.428.1089 * BROOKLYN'S 9216-34 Ava * BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 * CAFFREY’S IRISH HOUSE 1, 99 Wye Road, Sherwood Park « CAFE DABAR 1081¢ 
Whyte Ave * CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Rd. 780.463.9467 « CASINO YELLOWHEAD 12454-153 St. 780 424 9467 » CHATEAU LOUIS: JULIAN’S PIANO BAR/ROYAL 
780.452.7770 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Aid, West, 780.462.6565 * CHROME LOUNGE 132 Ave, Victoria Trail * COAST 
1, 780.439.8675 * CONVOCATION HALL Arts Bldg. U of A. 780.492.3611 * COPPERPOT RESTAURANT Capital Place, 101, 9707-110 St 
780.452.7800 * CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castledowns Rd « CROWN PUB 10709-109 St, 780.428.5618 * DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-63 Ave * DRUID 11606 Insper Ave, 

780.454 9978 * DUSTER'S PUB 8402-118 Ave, 780.474.5554 * DVB TAVERN 8307-99 St. www DVBTAVERN.com * ECO CAFE Village at Pigeon Lake * EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 
780.489.SHOW * FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St + FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-62 Ave, 780.916 1557 * FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 S1_ 780.429.0700 + FOX 10125-10 
erbend Sq. 780.433.9623 * FUNKY BUDDHA 1024-82 Ave, 780.433.9676 * GAS PUMP 1016-114 St, 780.488.4841 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave 
423,HALO * HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 151204 (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 780.756.6010 * HILLTOP. PUB 220-106 Ave, 

780 490,7359 * HOOUGANZ PUB 10704-124 St. 780.452.1168 * HULBERT'S 7801-115 St, 780.436.1161 * HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE 10209-100 Ave « IRON BOAR PUB 4911-51s! 
iwin * IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11945-127 Ave, 780.451.8779 * J AND R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 * JEFFREY'S CAFE 9640 
142 St, 780,451,890 * JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB and RESTAURANT Riverview: Inn. 10209-100 Ave, 780.426.5381 {oub\/780.429.5081 (rest) « JET NIGHTCLUB 9221-34 Ave, 780 466,65 
JOHN L HAAR THEATRE 10045:155 St * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 1145587 Avo, 780.429.1000 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6708 * KINGSWAY LEGION 10425 Kingsway Ave, 
780.425.8654 Ave * LB'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St Albert, 720 460.9100 + LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.481.2788 LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 780.4474495 * LIVE WIRE 
BAR AND GRILL 1107 Knotwood Rd. East * LOOP LOUNGE 367 St Albert Rd, St Alben, 780.480 1122 * McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 10025-101 St » MORANGO’STEK CAFE 1011879 
St * MUTTART HALL MacEwan Alberts College Campus, 10050 MacDonald Dr * NAKED ON JASPER 10354 Jesper Ave » NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 780.490.1999 » NEW CITY 

86 * NIKKI DIAMONDS 6130 Gateway Bivd, 780.439.6006 * NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-1094 Ave * NORWOOD LEGION 11150-82 St » O’BYRNE'S 

106 16-82 Awe, 780.414.6766 © 180 DEGREES 10730-107 St, 780.414.0233 * ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Avo, 780.482.4767 * OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304-11) St, 780.423.1643 * 
OVERTIME SOUTH Whetornud Crossing, 4211-106 St, 780.485.1717 * PALACE CASINO-WEM 8382-170 S1, 780.444.2112 + PARKLAND GRILL 6322-44 272, Spruce Grove, 780.684 4579 ° 
PAWN SHOP 1055182 Ave, Upstairs. 780.432 0814 + PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVE 11607 espe: Ave * PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr St. Albert * PLAY NIGHTCLUB 
10220-103 St * RED PIANO-PIANO BAR 1638 Bourbon St. WEM, 8882-17 St, 780.496.7722 * RED STAR 10528 Jesper Ave, 780.478.0825 « RENDEZVOUS PUB 10106-149 St * ROBERT 
TEGLER STUDENT CENTRE Concordia Schoo! of Music, 112 Ave, 73 St * ROSEBOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE 1011-117 St. 780.482 5253 * ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM THEATRE 12045 102 
fwe * SAWMILL BANQUET CENTRE 2840-76 Ave * SECOND CUP-STANLEY MILNER UBRARY 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq * SECOND CUP 12336-102nd Ave » SECOND CUP-124 STREET 
12396-124 St, 780 451.75 '* SECOND CUP-MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT | 2%06-102nd Swe, 780.451.75™ * SECOND CUP-VARSCONA Vurscone Hotel, 106 St. Whyte Ave « SIDELINERS 
PUB 1018-127 St, 453-6006 * SPORTSWORLD 1710-104 Si * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 780.428.1099 * STEEPS~OLD GLENORA 1241) Stony Plnin Rd, 780.488, 1505 * STEEPS TEA 
LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 11116-82 Ave, 720.989,8105 * STOLU'S 2nd Fi, 10388-82 Ave, 7804372293 « SUEDE LOUNGE 11806 Jesper Ave, 780.482.0707 » TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney 
Ae, SUAIbert, 780.458.0860 * UNION HALL Argyil 99 St, 780.702.2582 * URIBAN LOUNGE 10544-52 Ave, 780.4377699 * WHISTLESTOP 12416-132 Ave, 780.451 5508 « WHITEMUD 
CROSSING LIBRARY 4211-106 Si, 780.496.1822 « WILD WEST SALOON 1251250 St. 780.476.3383 * WUNDERBAR 6120-101 St, 780.496.2286 * K WRECKS 93 Ave, SO St, 780 466 806° 
* Y AFTERHOURS 10078-102 St. 780.994.3256, www.yatterhours.com * VESTERDAYS PUB 112. 205 Camegw Dr St Albert, 780.459.0295 


Jasper Ave, 7 


* ALBERTA AVENUE COMMUNITY CENTRE 9210-118 Ave * ARTERY 9535 Jesper Ave * ATLANTIC TRAP 
AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail South, 780.432.4611 * AVENUE THEATRE 9030-118 Ave, 780.477.2149 + BANK 
ULTRA LOUNGE 107685 Jasper Ave, 780 420.9088 = BERNARD SNELL AUDITORIUM Foyer, Walter 
Mackenzie, Health Sciences Centre, U'of A * BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental inn, 16625 Stony Pian Ro. 
780.484.7751 * BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 780.439.1082 « BLUE CHAIR CAFE 962-75 


SNenay Waid. 
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MUSIC 
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Is that a Carrot in your pocket? 


\'m not a social engineer. | believe in the 
carrot over the stick. | believe that 
rewarding people for good behaviour 


And the great majority had second jobs 
‘Musician’ is quickly becoming less than a 
profession; it is becoming a hobby.” 
Finkelstein: “Canadians are among the 
most egregious offenders when it comes 
to downloading unauthorized materials 
from the Internet. For each file purchased 
online, at least 20 are downloaded from 
unauthorized sources. This means that lit- 


how an agency can regulate a global net- 
work with no physical boundaries—all 
within a shrinking government budget— 
I'l be impressed. Maybe there's magic 
involved. 

So, how do we entice a generation of 
kids, who have become used to file-shar- 
ing? And, remember that the older offend- 
ers see their indiscretions as just desserts 


works better than punishing them forbad erally billions of files fly around the Cana- _for a record industry that used to charge 
behaviour. dian internet annually, eroding the more than $20 a CD. We all remember 
This week, | had the chance to peruse legitimate sales base by flooding the _ paying more than $30 for an import disc, or 


a presentation that Duncan McKie, Presi- 
dent and CEO of the Canadian Indepen- 
dent Record Production Association, and 
Bernie Finkelstein, Chair of CIRPA, recent- 
\y gave to CRTC in Gatineau, OC. 
Basically, the discussion had to do 
with Canadians, the music industry and 
new media. But, in their presentation, the 
pair gave up some factoids that make for 
some interesting food for thought. 
Finkelstein: “Our domestic company 
revenues in Canada have dropped from 
20 per cent of a $1.5 billion market 10 
years ago to 25 per of a $600 million mar- 
ket taday, a net loss of approximately 
$150 million per year, despite the small 
five per cent gain in market share.” 
McKie: “Shockingly, it was found that 
among unionized musicians less than 10 per 
cent had 30 hours of work in a typical week, 
and the net annual earnings from music of 
Canadian musicians were just over $18 000. 
One third had no work at all as musicians. 


market with free files.” 


SO, IF CANADIANS are such brutal 
offenders, what can be done? | under- 
Stand government is quickly running out 
of money, so finding the means to enforce 
file-sharing bans is, well, realistically 
unworkable. 

What needs to be done is a targeting 
of the worst offenders—and not with 
promises of tougher punishments and 
new, stiffer regulations. 

According to a 2005 Pollara survey, 
Canadians between 12 - 24 years of age 
are responsible for 78 per cent of the ille- 
gal downloads in the country. 

Prosecuting teens is pointless; after 
all, there are laws in place to protect 
those under 18 from being tried in adult 
court. The industry needs carrots. 

As for the CRTC, regulating the Inter- 
net is, well, pointless. When you get back 
to me with some kind of framework on 


seeing a $22.99 tag on a new disc. While 
those days are over, there's still a feeling 
out there that people are getting payback 
for the prices paid before. 

Box sets with cool packaging aren't 
enough. How about real loyalty pro- 
grams? If Users download enough tracks 
through iTunes or other legitimate 
sources from the same record label or 
artist, why not give them free downloads, 
access to cheaper concert tickets and 
merch? 

Other businesses in these bad times 
are finding more and more ways to add 
value to their products, and to make con- 
sumers’ dollars go further. Instead of get- 
ting mad, labels need to do more than 
simply tell downloaders to take the moral 
high ground. It needs more carrots. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in-chief 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor and author 
living in Toronto. 


Project (Cuban salsa): DJ Service (Ou) {Goork $25 (door) {ancek: 6pm [cocktails 70pm (din- NEWCASTLE PUB Sota op 40 
‘Tpm {door}; $10 (adv$12 (door) HILLTOP PUB Open Stage/mic hosted Heliesttel peat ss {incl but- requests with OJ Shen 

ARTERY Geoff Barner, Bob Wiseman, | by Sally Krackers: 3pm fa ray ee ret 
Boug Hoyer; 8pm (door), 9pm (show): ‘STARLITE ROOM Local Showcase aturdays with To 

$13 (door/S10 (ach) at Megatunes, eet ee with Keep 6, Laoswing, Taking SEWuit sammtnaie 
Blackbyd, Listen, TIX on the Square {oor Medication: Spm {door $10 (door) REA Gegher eae 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jimny BYDEAWNAY A Ages At Spece URBAN LOUNGE Closs Amenton: 0 | ayer maptco-JASPER AVENUE 
Whiffen Ginther, 7400 minors, Spm, $5 {dacr) coenees ttclardaen 
‘AVENUE THEATRE Grace Kelly, IRON BOAR PUB Jazz in Wetaskiwin | wSTLESTOP Mr: Lucky house with Pl residents 


‘Cleanse Kill, Questions for the Sniper, 
‘Shattered Suns, Desecrate the Gods: 


featuring jazz ios the Ist Saturday 
each monty: this morith: The Don 


{blues/roots) 9:30pm-1:30am, no cover 


RED STAR Ssturiays indie rock. hip 


Urban 


lounge 


THU //MIAR 19) MOKANEE FREERIDE BATTLE OF THE BANDS, Wi 


www.urbanlounge.net 


all ages: 6:30pm (door, $10 Bemer Trio; Spm: $10 WILD WEST SALOON Trick Ayer haere ee rn per 
WORY CLUB Dvelling piano show YARDBIRD SUITE Harry Allen with 
ome, wth ese, See, Toy nd Taras oman sho | RENDEZYOUS Suvi eta ni 
Saturday attemoon, this week Ladies me ii li ei SPORTSWORLD ROLLERSKATING 
of the Canyon: 4-8pm: no cover JAMBMERS PUB Sons one i i eS BABCO Spotswor ie a Rae 
5 $-7-pmr country/rock band Spm-Zam ing Disco: Top 40 Request with a 
GRD BAR Stane the Artist, Silly CLASSICAL : 
and the Hypooites, The Loudhalers; SBAMENS Koes Dos Sete ie = ||) eee | | 
Ente at Smeawani ateancamea ca aca SIX GUNS @VER TOMBSTONE 
0p . 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Pers de Bomba JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Heachind CONVOCATION HALL University house with People's DJ 
Ps cect Summa | commen iy, es SUNSET TRIP fs 
BUVES OM WHYTE Ssturday KINGSWAY LEGION Ensemble; Wendy Grasdehl, Fordyce SUEDE LOUNGE The Fi F 
reg) ‘Jam hosted by see Pier, Taina Lorenz-Tumer {conductors}, Underground House with DJ Nic-E 
5 B'S PUB Molsons Saturday open 7.30pm $15 (adult}/$10 {student/sen- every Saturday 
{evening} rego prorat laa for) at THX on the Square TEMPLE Oh Soap Evy Sanky 
DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE-FORT Mecca! ROBERT TEGLER STUDENT ‘Commander and guests: 
SASKATCHEWAN Calin Vollrst: =] MORANGO"S TEX CAFE Ssrurday (CENTRE Concontis Schoo! of Music: WUNDERBAR Featured DL! and local 
the Release Party, 7:20pm open stage: hosted by Dr. Oxide: 7- ina leet eras a bends 
CAFE DABAR The Alphabet Projet 10pm 10 {adult istudent/senior) at s i 
esse! SNES ine Sry® | —— AT THE URBAN LOUNGE 
CAFFREY's West! HOUSE red Torn: DU 9206 - WINSPEAR CENTRE Robins Pops 
Hous (lues/ABBI Spm 190 DEGREES Darcshalland gone | Gre Sen Seton TICKETS SIO.00@URBAN 
CARROT Open mic Saturdays: 730-  hogllcoeetcl $24-$79 ot Winspear box office 
10pm; free (ON THE ROCKS The Mishaps; 10pm DUS 
CASINO EDMONTON Tho Fur PALACE CASINO (WEM) Slowbum 
Brothers (showbend) (bluss/rotsl Spm-lamn 
CASIOYELLOWWEAD Souci Out | PRN SHOP Mart toe Matar” | SMAI MARZLO 
{bop/pock) Fenix Foundation, In Oath of Hera, Fear ES See 
of City, Miskatonic; 80pm; free Js on three levels. Main Floor ame, ee weet 
CROWN PUB Acoustic Open Mic before 10m Menace Sessions: alt 
abe deere oh oan rock/electroytrash with Miss SUR MAR 22 LIVE Baus: 
every Sat, 2- QUEEN ALEXANDRA Northem Mannered 
Spm Lights Fok Club: Karla Anderson, Chioe One CARES (in Fa 
‘Albert: 7pm (door), 8pm (nwsick $18 BUDOY'S Undie night for men only, 
(eeM/$22 (doorl/cild 6-12 1/2 price froe pool and tourney. DJ Arowchaser | BLE PEAR RESTAURANT Jazz 00 
(door) at TX on the Square, Acoustic EMPIRE BALLROOM Hock, hip hop, the Side Sundays: Charlie Austin Duo 
DVB TAVERN Live music every Sat a house, mah up BLUES Ofts WHYTE Goss Tweed 
$ RED PIANO-PIANO BAR Horst ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: Every 
wel dalegpeostowesurrgtefed | Sreaneentters CR POR Sis eennagt 
EARLY STAGE SALOON-STONY fae tee Za DCVANEY'S INE PUR Cobic Minic 
PLABM Sanday Live Music FLUSD LOUNGE Saturdays Gone Gold Saession, hosted by Keri-Lyrne wicks 
EDDE SHORTS Sunset Tip. Davin in ace (Masts with Herman B and DS 4Ipm 
Sea mene Bape bam wae AVE) Top | DOW CENTENRGAL CENTREFORT 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) Top SASKATCHEWAN Cabin Vollrath 
eegeiemtacactiet | Sm nTAGCral cha: 1k at Di bendiecss Zon 
all ages, 730pm; $31.50 at ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM GINGUR SKY Soulout Saturdays: M 
am netecpece | female | memeumatoe 
FERTNAL PAE Sr Mase Sosa Gnetowre Kat, | Geeeg wit tnicabl Sc, (owt $10 $4.25 
Anniversary member) at TIX on the Square, Serene FESTIVAL PLACE The Cottars (Cettict 
(i fleasel with Derck Snel bass) | Reve suse: Nytros Muse ALO For Those Who Know: house Pik Coheet sing 5 (aha Jager Shots 
Steve Hoy (drumsk 7:30pm: Cabaret Southside Sound, door every Sot with QU Junie Brown, Luke $24 {bo0/$20 (theatre) at the Festivel 
S Danes: Spring Gala with The LEVEL2 LOUNGE Sizie Ssurdoy: 0) | uyyyemy SOCIAL CLIRB Souljah Fyah * 
(epee Emeralds, OJ Tornmy, Angel Cora Groovy Cuvy ond quests Sundays: Boer $10 (door 35 (stu- 
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Junk science 


Matthew Skopyk and Micachu use = 
music as a construction project 


zz | BACKLASH BLUES 


= ROLAND PEMBERTON 
roland @vueweekly.com 


In my opinion, the act of building some- 
thing is tantamount with reproduction as 
one of the chief reasons for human exis-~ 
tence. It can be anything, from a house to 
a document to a photograph. In the music 
world, the method of creation can go 
beyond merely developing a song into the 
realm of actually building the instru- 
ments. Aphex Twin is famous for building 
his own synths. Bjork is frequently cited 
as avant-garde for her all-inclusive 
approach to sound design. Tom Waits is a 
junkyard genius, almost single-handedly 
bringing lo-fi to the mainstream. These 
big names are a part of the lineage that 
continues with London's Micachu. 
Jewellery is the debut from Micachu, 

the grime-folk project of experimental 
British pop artist Mica Levi. On these 
dizzying punk-length pop exercises, she's 


sometimes flanked by a live band called 
the Shapes but her choppy samples and 
detuned melodies are rarely missing from 
the mix. Samples, buzzes, crashes and 
other found sounds hang on for dear life to 
hobo blues guitar licks as Mica divulges 
her skewed views on life and love. Her 
flat, androgynous singing style is reminis- 
cent of Berlin transplants such as Plan- 
ningtorock and Kevin Blechdom, but with a 
significantly more abrasive sonic base. 

Producer Matthew Herbert's penchant 
for unorthodox instrumentation and sam- 
pling is shared with Levi, as she can be 
heard playing a vacuum cleaner and glass 
bottles for melodic effect on this record. 
She also invented an adapted guitar 
called a “chu” that has a pedal for pitch 
shifting on the go. 

Outside of the frantic edits and inter- 
est in physically constructing new imple- 
ments for art, Jewellery also holds a 
strong core of songs. The off-key 
melodies and playing on this record may 
make this a tough listen for some, but 
songs like the Timbaland meets Tin Pan 


-and they retain their strength, moving 


Alley diss ballad “Curly Teeth” and the 
epically unhinged electro-grunge Closer 
~Guts*-have-a compelling, addictive qual 
ity, Stripthese songs down to the basic: 
you 
beyond the initial expectation of hey 5... 
thetic decisions being gimmicky. it’s defi 
nitely not style over substance. 


A SIMILAR STRUGGLE fies closer ;, 
home. Opening act for Christian Hansen: 
album release party, Matthew Skopyk's 
six-piece long-awaited pop project 
debuted last Saturday at the ARTery 
After a technologically inspired fa\s; 
Start, the band bounded through the con 
tents of its first release, Find Your love 
Skopyk’s approach implies a carpenter: 
knowledge. He designed and built mos 
of the computer-integrated gear seon o 
stage, including an opaque solid recta), 
gle that lit up and played chords when 
was touched, a Tromlike ring device 1! 
seemed to modulate vocals like a vocode 
and MiDI-controlled cello and violin th 
played notes and looped segments 

It was a ton of flash, but it was wel! 


‘executed. The music itself recalls ear| 


"90s techno and late ‘80s acid house, fui, 
nelled through modern technology 
the very Edmontonian lyrical themes : 
isolation and alienation. It’s projects lik 
these that illuminate the inquisitive 
nature of the human mind and how ou 
ideas can be manifested into physica! 
objects of permanent value. v 


Gent\/$5 (restaurant/pob employees 
with pay stub) 


HULBERT'S Sunday Songveriter’s: 
Stage: 7pm: $5/person minimum 
charoe; feature artist: Donna Durand; 
Mar 22 


HYDEAWAY ALL AGES ART SPACE 
World Water Day Festival: David Axis, 
Nike Ehfers, Hector Fector, Haybale, 
Gautam Kamik, Ray Maiiman, Dave 
Martin, John Speam, Denial Society, 
‘Quests: 2-10pm; all ages. free 


JOHN L HAAR THEATRE Grant 
MacEwan College: Jaz Combo/Jaz 
Choir: 7:30pm, $7 (adult/$5 
{student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted by J, 
Lenny B and the Cats: 4:20pm ‘til 
whenever 


NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday acoustic 
‘open stage with Willy James and 
Crawdad; 36pm, 


NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday hosted 
by Ben Disaster; 9pm (Sign-up no 
cover 


O'BYRRE'S Open mic jam with Robb 
Angus {the Wheat Poo!) 


OM THE ROCKS Shocker Sundays 
with Out Of The Blue; 10pm 


PAWN SHOP Music is a Weapon: 
Sunday night event, featunng: West of 
Winnipeg (bluas/rock|, The Echoes 
{cover band), The Liv Steet Band, 
Triple Exposure (rock), Needles to 
Vinyl (rock); 8pm: $10 (edvi/$12 {door} 
RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH Jazz ard 
Reflections: PJ Perry, 330-5pm; coller- 
on (door) 


RIVER CREE TNT (AC/DC tribute) 


SECOND CUP-MOUNTAIN 
EQUIPMENT Don Jenken (50s, 70s 
and ‘BOs guitar]: 24pm 


STANLEY A MILNER LIBRARY 
THEATRE Northem Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society presents A Session 
With The Masters: John Agischman 
and the Jayberds; bring your instru- 
ment, $25 (NBOMS memberl/$50 (non- 
mmenwverl, pre-registration required at 
780.486.5256; http,//wwwbivegrass- 
sorth.com/clubevents.hitm! 


STAALITE ROOM Piain White Ts, 
The Febmerys, Vedere: 7pm (doork all 
ages, $27.50 at TicketMaster, 


Blackbyrd, Listen, Unionevents.com 


CLASSICAL 


CONVOCATION HALL Chamber 
Music Graduate Recital: Allison 
Balestis (saxnpnones); 2pm; fres 


OUTER CROSSING LIBRARY 


Industry Night: with Atomic improv, 
James and DY Tim 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sunday 
Aftemoons: Phil, 2-7pmc Mian Floor 
Got To Give It Upc Funk, Soul, Motown, 
Disco with BJ Red Dawn 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Latest and 
greatest in House, Progressive and 
Trip-Hop; Rudy Electro; 10pm-2-30em: 
guest DJs inquire at 
kelly@michett.com 


GENGUR Ladies Industy Sundays — 
MEW CITY SUBURBS Get Down 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN Sunday 
Industry Night: Requests with DJ Bo 
WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ Galatea 
and KS, quests; no cover 


MON 


LIVE MUSIC 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Sleaman 
Mondays: live masic monthly: no cover 


BLUES ON WHYTE Funkafellia 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Open stage 
Mondays with different songwriters 
hosting each weak presented by 
Jimmy Whiffen of Hole m tha Guitar 
Productions; 8-12 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jazz Night: 
7pm: $10 {door/$5 {student} 


McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 
WALL Oldham a2 Bonnie ‘Prince® 
Billy (singer songwriter, Pillars and 
Toungues; ickets at TicketMaster, 
Bleckbyed, Listen 


PAWN SHOP fictum of Battle Axe 
Reconting Artists: Swollen Memebers, 
Kyrupton Kamp, Absent Minds; Spm; 
Tickets at TicketMaster 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY 
WALL Acourte metrumsental old time 
fidiile jam tested by the Wild Rose Old 
Tyme fiddlers Society; 7am 


ROSE BOWL/ROUGE LOUNGE The 
egeridary Hose Bow! Monday Jame 
hosted by Shery-Lee Wisor/Mike 


McDonald taitemating): Spm-1Zam 


CLASSICAL 


MOW AAA Z3 CLASSICAL 
CONVOCATION HALL Noon Hour 
Organ Recital’ ganet Chung and Elise 
Morrow istudentsr Mamie Giesbrecht 
(faculty: Joachim Sagge: tedjunet fac 
ultyi: 1Zpne free 


BAR WALD Bar Gone Wild Mondays: 
Sarvies Industry Night: no minors; 
Somer 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Mam 
Foor: Eclectic Nonsense, Confederacy 
‘of Dunees, Dad Rock, TJ Hookah and 
Rear Admiral Saunders 


BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy Electro 
latest and greatest in House, 
Progressive and Trip-Hop; 12am- 
27Mam: interested quest DJs inquire 
af kelly@michem,com: karaoke with 
Tizy, amatew strip contest Spm-12am 
Mondays: with DJ SWAG 

FLUSD LOUNGE Mondays Mor 
NEW CITY LIKWAD LOUNGE Danie! 
and Fowler (eclectic tunes) 


TUE 


LIVE MUSIC 


TUE MAR 24 LIVE persia: 
BLUES ON WHYTE Funkefellia 


BRIXX BAR Big Rock Untapped and 
Unplugged with Shawn Brewer, Spm 
(doork free before 10pm/$5 after 


DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open 
Stage with Chris Wynters: 


LBS PUB Anmars Moosetead 
Tuesday open stage every Tuesday 
night Spm-lam: featuring guests Zeck 
Ammar. hosted by Mare Ammar and 
Noe! (Big Cat) Meckeraie 


QBYRNES Caltic Jam with Shannon 
Johnson and friends 


SECOND CUP-124 STREET Open 
imc every Tuer B-10pm 


SECOND CUP STANLEY MELNER 
LIBRARY Open mic every Tue: 7-Spm 


‘SSDELINERS PUB Tvesdey All Star 
Jam with Alcs Tait end Rickey 
Sidecar, Bom 


YARDBIND SUITE Tuesday Nights 
Jam Sessions: Dave Mospan Sextet; 
7.30pm (Goee|/Bpe (shows $4 (mem 
ber)/$4 (quest) 


CLASSICAL 


(CONVOCATION HALL Exmontcn 
Chamber Music Society. Eamanton 
Rectal Sucety. demes Shnes (vielin), 
Andrews Russel (pismo dpm; $40 
iedulth’$35 feenior/$16 (student) at 
Edmonton Chamber Music Sociaty, and 
TX on the Square 


DJS 


TUE MAR 24 DJS Shurax Wednesdays featunng D3 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Main Becetae eat 

Floor: CJSA's Bidie Lunchpail: RIVER CREE Wecinedays Live % 

Wooftop: with DJ Gundam Band hosted by Yukon Jack 7:0. 

BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, BU 

Arrowchaser, Spm 

ESMERALDA'S Retro every Tue; no 

‘cover with student ID 

FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 

Latin and Satse music, dance lessons 

8-10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 

Reggee music. no cover 

MEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE ‘abily, 

Ghowl-rock, spooky with DJ Vyian. 

‘Cadaver 

RED STAR Tuesdayx Experimental 

Indie Rock. Hip Hop, Electra with DJ 

Hot Philly 

SPORTSWORLD INLINE AND AND 

ROLLER SKATING DISCO Retro BERNARD SMELL AUDITORILW 

Night: 7-10-20pre wawe.sports- ‘Hez’s To Your Health Eugene 

world.ca ‘Skpvorodnikew ipsanot Spm: tree 

SS FINE ARTS BUILDING 1-2 
Mastercisss/Recital with vi ist 

WED alll 
WED MAR 2 DS 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE V/ecr 
Nights: with DU Harley 


WED MAR 25 LIVE MUSIC: 

BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Mein ‘roll with LL Coal Jos 

Fos. Gir Ouch Wothesioys Ba BUDE Hy 80 s 

Oe FLIRD LOUNGE Wednesda P 

COPPERPOT RESTAUBANT Live jazz This 

wok Sendo Dent = | ROK Wiekup West 
hiphop, reggae, old skool. rego 

EDDIE SHORTS Open stage every with InVineeable, Touet tt. weekly 

Wed. all gear provided quest Ds 

RIDDLER'S ROOST Little Flower LEGENDS PUB ip hoo/R88 wi! 

‘Open Stage with Brian Gregg Spineyrle 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Open Stege NEW CITY LIKWAID LOUNGE [ 

with Ider 8:30pnr free Rose Stade (indie, punk and net 

HOOLIGANZ PUB Open siege MEW CITY SUBURBS Sires 

Wednesdays hosted by Rock ‘n’ Rail Greg Gory end Edie Lurcipsil ro 

Kenny minors; Spm (door) 

JET NIGHTCLUB Mobile with Inward | RRO DIAMONDS Punk 27 

Eye, Bend Sinister, $15 facvl/$20 (day metal every Wednesday 

bla) RED STAR Guest Dis or) 

LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic Wednesday 

‘MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE Serena STARLITE ROOM Wiis Sty 

Ryder guests, 6:30pm (doorl/7-30pm Wednesdays: Hip-Hop: Sem 

(show $27.50 st TicketMaster STOULS Bectparty Wecnesta: 

PAIN SHOP ( of A Golden Key: Mouse progressive and electro 

fundraiser benefitting Edmonton ye: wet Rady Gsciro, 05 Pipes. 

omy schools: tickets at U of A opm Age and weekly quests, Spm 2 

PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY sanwacbeatparty.net 

HALL Acoustic Bluegrass jam present- \WURNDERBAR \Wedresasys 

ed by the Northem Bluegrass Circle new Dt no cover 

Music Sociaty every Wednesday Y AFTERHOURS Y Not VWedrest® 

(RED PIANO-PIANO BAR Jazz and 
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DID YOU KNOW? 

du MAURIER’S SMOOTH 

TASTING BLEND /1S CREATED 
ING PREMIUT TOBACC( 


y CUT TO THE HIGHEST STANDARD 


FINE CUTS. SAME SMOOTH TASTE EA 


cuUMAURIER 


u 
| 


www gdUMAURIER.CA d wu M A U R | = R 


~~ 
\ 
70 


Cigarettes are highly addictive. 


La cigarette crée une tres 
forte dépendance. 
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THU MARCH 26 
SUNDAY APRIL 12 
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MURDER, MUTINY AND THE ZAZAZAS 


with THE 508, LOCUTION REVOLUTION. TOUCH & 
SATO, AND DIS SHORTTOP & NTDAKRON : 
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an 
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; NN DOANE PERCUSSION STUDIOS, OPUS 
il LP ERE, SOULAAN YAN THE MARCO CLAVERIA 


WEST OF WME, TRIPLE 
ce, 12 (008) 


The Music Is a Weapon Weekend shifts 
oations over three nights with differing 

jineups for each show. All the bands 
volved are putting their efforts towards 

4 good cause, too: it’s all in the name of 

raising money to build a school in Ghana, 
rica. 


A MAR 20(8 PM) 
DO AND DJ MISTYCIOUS” 
AWN SHOP FREE BEFORE 10:30 PM 


jomember Amanda Stepto and Stacie 
Mistysyn? The two actresses are better 
nown as Spike and Caitlin from the 


ee 


NOTES 


Degrassi series. For the last year they've 
been hosting an ‘80s-themed dance party 
in Toronto, and now they're taking it on 
the road. So if you want to feel sort of like 
you're in on Spike and Caitlin’s high school 
feunion, you know where you need to be 


KISSES ORES 


FA, MAR 20 (7 AR 

KISSES OF FIRE 

WITH THIGHS, SEAVERSE, VGA FOREST 
HYDEAWAY, $10 {ALL AGES) 


Kisses of Fire's debut, Only 
Mountains, finds Liz Collins working 
her way through seven sparse songs, 
accompanying herself on keyboard 
for the most part, the sad, lo-fi 
sounds an unsettling—and per- 
fect—counterpart for Collins’ 
somber ruminations. 


FAL MAR 20) 
~ TALIB KWELLI 


EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE, $39.95 


Talib Kweli released his last album in 
2007, then suggesting that 2008 
would see the release of three sepa- 
rate records. That didn’t happen, 
though the rapper does have one of 
those three, Prisoner of 
Consciousness, on the horizon for this 
year, and he’s found some time to 
make his first visit to Edmonton. 


SAI, MARZ (1 PM) 
GHASSTOWNE 
WIT IDA RED 


FOVAL ALBERTA PROVINCIAL MUSEUM THEATRE, $20 - $25 
(ALL AGES) 


The Northern Bluegrass Circle Music 
Society can always be counted on when it 
comes to bluegrass. For this concert the 
Society is bringing Grasstowne to Edmonton; 
the band itself is only a year old, but the 
players involved are veterans, so they've got 
a nice handle on the music. Openers for the 
show will be locals Ida Red, and on Sunday, 
March 22 there's a master's session at the 
Stanley A Milner Library Theatre with John 
Reischman & the Jaybirds. 


TUE MAR 24 (6:30PM) 
ALBERTA MUSIC 
FUNDING AND GRANTS INFO SESSION 


TRANSAITA ARTS BARNS, CE BOARDROOM 
FREE (MEMBERS), $5 (NON-MEMBERS) 


ENTERTAINMENT THAT ROCKS YOUR LIFE. 
$5 COVER - INCLUDES ADMISSION AND $5 DRINK COUPON! 


TRIBUTE ACTS 


TOP TRIBUTE BANDS STRAIGHT FROM LAS VEGAS 
EVERY THURSDAY — SUNDAY. 


If you're making music, you should be at 
this seminar. Why? Because there's gold 
in them thar hills, and sometimes people 
really want to give it to you if you just fill 
out the right form 


TUE MAR 24,(7:15 PM) 
JAMES EHNES AND ANDREW RUSSO 
U OFA, COWVDCATION HALL, $10 - S40{ALL AGES) 


Grammy-winning violinist James Ehnes and 
Grammy-nominated pianist Andrew Russo will 
be melding traditional works by Beethoven and 
Brahms with contemporary compositions by 
John Adams and Paul Schoenfield. 

THU, MAR 26 (7:30 PM) 

FLORA 

WITH WATER SCEINGE ATOMIC, NORAH LORWAY, MIKEY 


MAYBE 
HYDEAWAY, S10 (ALL AGES) 


CHRIS HIATT & COLD SHOT 
STEVIE RAY VAUGHN TRIBUTE 
MAR. 19 & 20 


Rob Ross—the local electronic artist who 
records and performs as Flora—has put togeth- 
era lineup of acts for a benefit performance in 
tribute to Charles Cooper, one half of electronic 
duo Telefon Tel Aviv. Cooper passed away earli- 
er this year at the age of 31. Visual artist kellY 
BoleN will be projecting her work during the 
performers’ sets. All proceeds will be going to 
the Canadian Mental Health Association in 
memory of Charlie Cooper. w 


AC/DC TRIBUTE 
MAR. 21 & 22 


LIVE HOURS: WEDNESDAY —- SUNDAY | 7PM—- 2AM 
CALL 780.930.2580 FOR INFORMATION. 
‘AA 


K 
RIVER CREE 


RESORT-AND CASINO 
tN ALFRTA 


WHITEMUD DRIVE & WINTERBURN ROAD 
ke 780,484,212) 
i RIVERCREERESORT.COM 


Free for 
the masses 


Every 
Thursday 
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JAMES STEWART / jetewart@vueweetly.com 
instrumental rock group 
Ginther started out the way so 
any did in the ‘90s, and the 
band’s not afraid to admit it. "Yeah, we 
were kind of a punk/ska band, with a 
trumpet and everything,” laughs gui- 
tarist Colin Mitchell (AKA Zero). “But 
we got away from that direction as we 
progressed in our musical tastes and as 
we lost members, We came to be influ- 
enced by bands like Hum, Sunny Day 
Real Estate and this Canadian band 
called Chore, who had a thicker sound 

that we liked.” 

With its membership whittled down 
to three, Giinther started to pursue a 
more articulate and complex style of 


Information, Please 
AB Music at (780) 428 - 3372 
Qe <Eactca> 
2 vueweexy 24 


fee finally releases Nuclear Stallions 


| SAL MAR 21 (7:30PM) 


= WITH VIKING FELL AND URSA MINER 
| HYDEAWAY, SID 


noise-rock. As the sound developed, 
the trio began to realize that what it 
was creating was essentially an 
inhospitable terrain for a vocalist. 

“We tried incorporating singers 
over the years, but it never really felt 
right,” explains Mitchell. “When we 
write, we're thinking in terms of gui- 
tar, bass and drums, and filling space 
that way. We try to create a wall of 
sound, so maybe there just isn’t any 
space for vocals.” 


Nuclear Stallions was recorded in 
2006 with producer Arran Fisher from 
Calgary's Summerlad, who also record- 
ed the band's 2005 EP, Greatest Televised 
Swordsman I’ve Seen In Years. Using 
what was essentially a mobile studio to 
record the band in a garage (which 
later became Calgary mainstay and 
band collaborator/arranger Jay Crock- 
er’s recording studio), Giinther tracked 
an album's worth of material that 
wouldn’t see release until 2008, a full 
two years after the fact. 

“It was mainly just a cost issue,” 
notes Mitchell. “We were broke. The 
mixing and mastering took a while; 
Arran was busy with other projects, so 
things became pretty drawn out. But 
we were able to schedule a fundraiser 
show, and got enough raised to finally 
get the album finished.” 


WITH PLANS TO TOUR throughout Cana- 
da in 2009 in support of Nuclear Stal- 
lions, and a seven-inch set to drop in a 
few months, Mitchell is quick to credit 
up-and-coming Calgary label Lakesong 
Press with giving Giinther the renewed 
motivation and logistical support the 
band needed to get away from its com- 
fort zone and take the next step in the 
player's musical careers. 

“We had gotten pretty cozy in Cal- 
gary,” confesses Mitchell. “We weren't 
really looking ahead or thinking about 
touring. Nothing was pushing us to get 
out there, and so nothing was really 
opening up for us as a result. Having 
{Lakesong Press] work with us has been 
a huge help, in terms of promotion and 
knowing the right people to help build 
some momentum for the band.” w 
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One of 3 prize packs consisting of «++ 


1 CD +++ Lost Channels 
2 Tickets «+» March 27 | 
McDougall United Church 


To enter «+ 


+ Email us with your name and daytime phone number == 


lostchannels@vueweekly.com 
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New album, hold the lushness 


Plants and Animals plans for restraint on follow-up, maybe 


eee tes = 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 


year for Montréal’s Plants and 

Animals. Having been nominated 
for the Polaris Prize, and now for two 
Junos for its debut full-length Parc 
Avenue, expectations are at an all- 
time high for a followup. Those 
expectations won't be easy to meet, 
but Plants and Animals seems ideally 
suited to the challenge, because noth- 
ing about Parc Avenue came easy to 
the group. 

In fact, the group that went into the 
studio to record Parc Avenue barely 
resembled the group that came out 
with the final disc—musically at least. 
After more than two years in the stu- 
dio, everything about the band had 
changed. 

“At the beginning of those two 
years we were an instrumental band, 
more or less. Maybe there were some 
oohs and aahs but there were no 
words, and singing was definitely not 
at the forefront of the sound. | think 
that over those two years we really 
found our voice,” explains drummer 
Matthew Woodley. “Initially we hadn't 
planned to spend two years; it was 
the summertime and we thought we 
might have it out for the Pop Montréal 
festival in the fall—maybe naively or 
over excitedly. We just realized as we 


[: been an absolutely ridiculous 


kept working that some things were 
gonna stick and some things weren't 
and we kept chipping away at the big 
log until we found what we were 
looking for." 

What they were looking for turned 
out to be what a lot of Canadian 
music fans were looking for as well, 
as evidenced by the nominations that 
keep pouring in for the band. Prepar- 
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| FAI, MAR 20 (9 PM) 

= | PLANTS AND ANIMALS 
ES | with naProns 

| STAALITEROOM, S14 


ing to,head to Vancouver to witnes: 


the Juno cereémony—and hopefu| 
thank family and friends fron 
Stage—Woodley and his bandma; 
are enthusiastic about what recoy; 
tion by the Junos means 

“It's.very exciting) yeah, y 
yeah—we weren't really expectin; 
The Junos are different—we y 
nominated for the Polaris Prize and 
that was fantastic and a big honou 
but that’s kind of the indie award 
of things and the Junos are mu 
more mainstream,” he says. “Our ; 
ents are kind of excited too!’ 


ONCE THE TOUR and the junos 2 
over, Plants and Animals will hole up 
in a Montréal studio and get down : 
the business of recording. Some siur 
has already been done, and anoth 
three weeks is booked in Apri 

has to wonder, however, i! 
process will be as laborious as 
band’s previous effort 

“Two years? No way, man,” laugh 
Woodley. “We learned a lot in doir 
that and | think we got to the poin 
where we know what we're do 
how we work well, how to w 
quickly and what our sound i 
that kind of thing. I think this onc 
gonna come out much more quick!) 

“1 wouldn't be surprised if the resi 
is a little bit more pared down 
lush and orchestral. But it’s really 
tough to say until we really st 
doing it. Sometimes there's 
impulse to stop but more often in oui 
history there's an impulse to ke¢ 
adding. | think we've learned the ar 
of restraint a little bit more though 
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4 SMOKING THis 
| CIGARETTE 
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10 superslim cigarettes in a superstim pack size 
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WARNING 
YOU'RE NOT THE ONLY ONE SMOKING THIS CIGARETTE 


The smoke from a cigarette is not just inhaled by the smoker. It becomes second-hand smoke, 
which contains more than 50 cancer-causing agents. 


Health Canada 
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u mind if | order my 
‘s sandwich?” 
Sinister’s singer Dan 
s. At a certain point during 
lew, Moxon has to take a 
t away from the phone to take 
of some important business. It 
s sense—Monitréal’s venerable 
-famous Schwartz's Deli is 
for its acid-tongued waiters, it’s 
ineups, tables shared with 
and an unwillingness to wait 
ne to make up their mind. 
Sandwich, or get out. 
*r ordering a medium smoked 
with a pickle and a coleslaw, 
1 has time to discuss his band, 
dy on tour with Mobile. The tour 
is going well, if a little bitter- 
’s the first tour the band will 
been on without its beloved van, 
nately known as “Corky.” Corky 


istrkrft.com 
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Justin Tyler Close 
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gave out on a desolate BC highway 
after overheating. Oh sure, the band has 
anew van, but it just isn’t the same. 

“1 had [Corky] for four or five years 
and I used it for camping as well. Me 
and my dad built the beds and the space 
in the back and we had it pretty decked 
out with everything. Now this new van 
is better in every way, but there's a lot of 
bittersweet moments where you realize 
you got something new but it’s not as 
good in terms of the memories,” Moxon 
reminisces. “But it has heat, which is 
nice in the wintertime.” 

After winning a CBC Radio 3 “Bucky’ 
award in 2007, the band's sophomore 
album Stories of Brothers, Tales of Lovers 


has assured the group’s continued suc- 
cess. Split into two halves, the record 
has been referred to as a concept 
album by some critics for it’s continu- 
ous themes, though Moxon shies away 
from that label—and explains that the 
continuity in the songwriting wasn’t as 
planned out as it might seem. 

“I don't like to typecast it as a con- 
cept album, but it definitely has some 
things that tie songs together, and 
themes for the two sides of the 
album—which ideally will be released 
as a double LP so that the Tales of 
Lovers and Stories of Brothers will each 
get their own single LP,” he says. “{The 
record] kind of evolved overtime. | had 
the earlier songs for the Tales of Lovers 
and I had this theme | wanted to incor- 
porate which had a man and a woman 
that have a love story and falling out 
and so on and so forth, so there were a 
bunch of songs with characters inter- 
woven into them, and then | started 
writing some new material about ran- 
dom characters that were brothers.” 


WITH A TENTATIVE plan for a double- 


LP release and an upcoming appear- 
ance at Juno Fest—the multi-venue 
music festival that accompanies the 
Juno Awards—Moxon and his band 
have plenty to look forward to, 
though for now he's looking forward 
to getting off the phone and getting to 
the business at hand—and who can 
blame him? 

“I'm very excited to get a smoked 
meat sandwich,” he’says. “I gotta save 
a bit of room for a poutine. That's for 
tomorrow—or tonight if we get drunk 
enough.” v 
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® 06 ll 0 ance ad ' Bonnie “Prince” Billy, Beware (Drag __in the end, as though this is largely a 8rOoVe on the | 

City) Pre-release copies of the new _ group of songs that might have been track to s om d 
Bonnie “Prince” Billy album went out —_— written by any number of folkies, the Empire Ee cad 
with songs consistently interrupted by rather than being an album that down the kin.) 2 


Rockers! vs Mods! 


Friday Mareh 20) 


DJ's Spinning 50s Rock 'n' Roll, 


60s British Invasion, Punk, 


Classic Soul, Rockabilly, Brit Pop 


For your dancing pleasure! 


= NEW SOUNDS 


a voice making announcements like 
“You are enjoying a promotional copy 
of Bonnie ‘Prince’ Billy's Beware,” 
essentially making the album unlisten- 
able while also doing nothing to stop 
the record from leaking in its compro- 
mised form. Finally free of the ridicu- 
lous anti-pirating scheme, there's a 
feeling that the distraction from the 
music that was 
caused by the 
move may not 
have been an 
entirely bad thing. 


belongs entirely to Oldham because it 
could not have come from the pen and 
guitar of any other songwriter. 
Granted, Oldham should be free to 
make an album that rolls out as easily as 
this one sounds, coming off as an oasis 
of sorts in the career of a man who has 
produced as haunting a work as the 
1999 Billy record J See a Darkness. Of 
course, that record 
has set the bar 
high, and Beware 
falters beneath the 
sense of sameness 


7 and 7 Is, Spoils of the 
(Independent) “Lower Thay, | 
that’s a brutal place to be if y., 


rhythm that works you ove, 
shakes you up. As good a: 
though, “feel good” is probably 1,0; th 
way that this record show), ,, 
described. “Bit My Tongue" is by 
an uncomfortable guitar line, nj ;) 
lyrics throughout are concerned ; 
with hard times than good time 
when there's a hopeful tone. some 5 
the trippier synth-effects don't qu) 
comfortably in the music—the 0) 
“Mystery Kid” distract a little try, 
otherwise excellent song—but || 
moments are few. 7 and 7 Is fi; 


Before going any that pervades it. when the group embraces mel 
further, it should be There are "Shine Like the Stars” rolls from ap 
made clear that Will enough pleasant _ addictive chant to a gliding verse ang 
Oldham’s latest turns, if not back again, its melody wi 


record under the 
Billy moniker is by 
no means ternble. In 
fact, there are some 
truly excellent and 
gripping songs to be 
found in Beware's 
grooves—’Beware Your Only Friend,” a 
raggedly strummed folk number that is 
layered with instruments and uplifting 


But those songs are only moments 
in the larger picture, pieces that should 
add up to something more, something 
grander in scope if not sound. What 
Beware offers for the most part, though, 
is a relatively wearisome journey 
through standard folk music 

Much of the material here is simply 
too easygoing, too laidback, to gener- 
ate much intensity. It sounds too easy 


ist= 


recordsacds 


twists, through- 
out Beware—“| 
Won't Ask Again” 
holds an electric 
guitar buried in 
the mix, sliding 
from chords into 
the occasional lick, digging a deeper 
hole for the song to wallow in—to 
keep the record interesting through- 


it feels like the layers have been piled on 
top with too little regard for the whole. 
Likewise, “You Don’t Love Me” is a simi- 
lar toss-off, a nice ditty but nothing 
more. In the end, it all seems a little too 
light for someone of Oldham’s calibre. 
—EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


Bonnie “Prince” Billy plays McDougall 
United Church on Mon, Mar 23. 


10443a - 124 street 
780.732.1132 
www. listenrecords.net 


through the song as it’s picked up ang 
shared between vocals, gui! 
keys, while “Rebel (Bought and 
rides a dark, hypnotic groovy 
slowly pulls you into its midst. —romy 
MUNRO / eden@vueweakly.com 


Beirut, March of the Zapotec and 
Realpeople Holland (Pompeii) 
While March of the Zapotec, (hx 


voices is excellent, as is "Afraid Ain't Me,” _ out, but rarely is it arresting. disc of this d 
the dark, ‘70s folk-jazz shakeup that clos- “Heart's Arms" takes a similar tack to EP, iS signature 
NEW CITY LIZ WEID LOUNGE es the album, with a chorus thatrisesup _ the opening song sonically, with more Beirut, the 
10681 JASPER AVE 4 and begins to soar, only tobe drawn back — gang vocals exploding out of the back- dise (Holland) 
2 down into the song’s deeper recesses, _ ground, though it's far less successful Startling collectior 
; with an urgent guitar line carrying _ this time, sounding a bit like a work in of electri 
onward as fiddles and flutes lurk inthe _ progress. There’s a decent song—not a recordings unde 
background amongst other textures. great one, mind you—beneath, but then Zach c 


pre-Beirut moniker, Realpeople 
of the Zapotec was recorded wit! 
piece funeral band while maki 
movie soundtrack in Mexico, whict 
explains the cinematic atmospher 
and sparse vocals. Fans of 2007's 7/ 
Flying Club Cup will find those same 
powerful pop melodies on Holland il 
they can adjust to the arpegy! 
synthed-out, dance treatments, as on 
the opening track, “My Night With ( 
Prostitute from Marseilles.” Noi ni 
strongest nor most cohesive re! 
yet songs like “The Concubin: 

“No Dice” show Condon at his most 
playful and club-friendly. —MIKE ANGUS 
mikeangus@vueweekly.com 
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* B ly realize whats 
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top 10 sellers 


‘. + : = vt 
you're passively listening and d 


really hear it until you look uj 
realize that instead of the car hol! 
and sirens that usually punctuate 
world, something beautifu 
wrapped itself around you. It’s S‘ 


Sis 


like when you take a bunch of co” 
pills and walk around in a fog !0! 
day, except this fog is really awe io 
not confusing like Sudafed — BAYAN be 
TLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
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ndhi, Supporting Caste 

n) From the crunching 
riff of “Night Letters,” seminal 
Winnipeg punks 
«| Propagandhi 
Wee forcefully 
announce that 


City Lim- 
its have been full 


ond guitarist David Guillas) they 
haven't done anything to blunt the 
band’s brand of politics and in-your- 
face thrash punk delivery. Supporting 
caste, the band’s fifth album since 
forming in ‘86, is pure Propagandhi— 
challenging lyrics and driving guitars 
questioning everything from history 
('Supporting Caste”) to the hypocrisy of 
eating meat (“Human(e) Meat’) to apa- 
thy (“Last Will and Testament”). A 
highlight is the stinging “Dear Coach’s 
comer,” where lead singer Chris Han- 
nah issues an angry rebuke of the use 
of his beloved game of hockey to pro- 
mote Don Cherry's pro-militarist mes- 
sage (Well, you'll be surprised if we 
find ourselves / Reaping a strange and 
bitter fruit that that sad old man beside 
you / Keeps feeding to young minds as 
virtue"). Supporting Caste is wicked, 
and well worth the wait. —SCOTT HARRIS / 
scott@vueweekly.com 


The Whip, X Marks Destination 
(Razor & Tie) This album works fine 
for the dance club, but if you want 
something to sit 
back and listen to, 
find another elec- 
tronica record. 
Some tracks like 
“Save My Soul,” 
“Blackout” and 
“Sister Siam” con- 
tain enough nuances to keep one 
from going brain dead. Unfortunately, 
most of this journey consists of 
spending copious amounts of time 
walking in circles. The album opener 
Trash,” for instance, is catchy. How- 
ever, too much of anything is never a 
good thing. Even a person absolutely 
smashed would eventually wear out 
from swinging to an unchanging beat 
and melody for six minutes straight. 
—KRISTINA DE GUZMAN / kristina@vueweekly.com 
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Pearl Jam, Ten (Epic) Originally 
released: 1991; re-released: 2009 
The Beatles or the Stones? Pearl Jam 
or Nirvana? For some, those questions 
don't hold the same weight, but for 
many who intimately remember the 
early ‘90s, when the so-called grunge 
explosion took place, Pearl Jam and 
Nirvana were worth taking sides over. 

Pearl Jam's 
debut beat Nir- 
vana's second 


major-label 
effort, Never- 
mind, by a few 
months, though 
Pearl Jam's 
Stone Gossard 
and Jeff Ament 
had a few years 
on Nirvana, hav- 
ing done record- 
ings with their 
previous bands 
Green River and 
Mother Love Bone (and the one-off 
project with Soundgraden’s Chris Cor- 
nell, Temple of the Dog) before Pearl 
Jam came into being. 

When it came to popular success, 
though, it was Nirvana who broke into 
the Billboard Top 10 first. Cobain 
would go on to label Pearl Jam as sell- 
outs, and in light of the noisy guitars 
that marked Nirvana's work, it's really 
not that surprising to see why. Jen was 
a polished effort, produced by Temple 
of the Dog-helmsman Rick Parashar. 

Songwise, Pearl Jam's debut is less 
about the collision between raging noise 
and pop-songstructure that Cobain’s 
songwriting invoked; instead, inspiration 
came from ‘70s classic rock—at least 
musically, in the prominence of riffing 
guitars and the many leads that spot the 
disc—with vocalist Eddie Vedder's lyrics 
being the primary point of departure with 
his focus on subjects that cast a heavy 
gloom over the album. 

But Jen was an easy bridge 
between what had become the 
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They would like their crown back from 
Suburban dance nerds 


overblown rock ‘n’ roll of the late ‘80s 
and early ‘90s and the so-called 
grunge scene that blew up out of Seat- 
tle at the tail end of that period. The 
music was not all that far removed 
from either scene, and as Pearl Jam’s 
success began to take off, it proved an 
easy entranceway for many to grab 
hold of the grunge bandwagon. 

In the years that followed, Nir- 
vana’s implosion and Pear! Jam's fur- 
ther success were well-documented, 
with Pearl Jam going on to record a 
number of far more interesting albums 
than its debut 
seemed in hind- 
sight, though in 
2009 the album 
has been re- 
mixed, revealing 
something a lit- 
tle less dated in 
sound. 

The newly re- 
mixed version of 
Ten is not exact- 
ly a far cry from 
the original. 
There's a new 
focus to the 
record, bringing 
it closer in line with the four albums 
that immediately followed Ten, all of 
which were produced by Brendan 
O'Brien. O'Brien was at the helm for 
Ten's remix, and he’s put the guitars 
into more rigid roles; on the original 
version, tracks like “Porch” and “Jere- 
my" played more freely with placement 
of the instruments, Mike McCready’s 
lead on the beginning of “Porch” cross- 
ing the speakers and Jeff Ament's bass 
harmonics on “Jeremy” leaping out as 
though from another instrument entire- 
ly. Now, “Porch” finds the guitar 
pushed over to the left speaker and the 
“Jeremy” harmonics sit comfortably 
inside the bass line rather than on top. 

The end result has been that the 
album sounds dirtier even as it has been 
cleaned up, each part seeming more at 
home within the context of the song by 
shedding the less rooted, more ethereal 
approach of the original mix. As it stands 
now, Jen is now a solid entry point into 
the band’s catalogue, and it sounds less 
divisive then it did in its original form. w 
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

The 1906 earthquake that hit San Francis- 
co also demolished downtown Santa 
Rosa, about 80 kilometres to the north. 
During the rebuilding process, Frank Doyle, 
a local businessman who referred to him- 
self as a “champion of the future,” pushed 
a radical agenda. “When we construct our 
new downtown thoroughfare,” he said, 
“let's make it wider than it has been in the 
past. That way it will accommodate the 
promising technolagical innovation called 
the automobile.” Draw inspiration from 
Doyle's prescience, Aries. As you regener- 
ate and rejuvenate your world, do the 
equivalent of creating wider roads. Be a 
champion of the future. 


TAURUS (APA 20 - MAY 20) 

Among medieval alchemists, there were 
some who tried to make a fortune by lit- 
erally converting lead into gold. But the 
authentic practitioners of the art were 
interested in a subtler kind of experi- 
mentation: ripening and beautifying the 
shadowy aspects of their own psyches. 
That explains their motto: “For a tree's 
branches to reach to heaven, its roots 
must reach to hell.” Among other things, 
that means you have to dig deep and 
work hard on redeeming your less flat- 
tering qualities in order to earn the right 
to exalted states of consciousness and 
spiritual powers. The coming weeks will 
be an excellent time for you to carry out 
this alchemy. 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

Entomologist Justin 0 Schmidt drew up an 
index to categorize the discomfort caused by 
stinging insects. The attack of the bald-faced 
homet is “rich, hearty, slightly crunchy. Similar 
to getting your hand mashed in a revolving 
door.” A paper wasp delivers pain that’s 
“caustic and buming,” with a “distinctly bitter 
aftertaste. Like spilling a beaker of hydrochio- 
fic acid on a paper cut.” The sweat bee, on 
the ether hand, can hurt you in a way that’s 
“light, ephemeral, almost fruity. A tiny spark 
has singed a single hair on your arm.” In 
bringing this to your attention, Gemini, | hope 
to inspire the rebel in you. Your homework is 
to create an equally nuanced and precise 
index of experiences that feel good. According 
to my reading of the astrological omens, you 
will be able to call on tremendous reserves of 
intelligence as you identify the numerous 
modes of pleasure that are available to ‘you, 
and define them in exquisite detail. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

A famous YouTube video shows a small 
crab perched on top of a giant jellyfish 
that’s swimming in the ocean. {It’s here: 
tinyurl.com/6ulpoe.) Apparently this is a 
common phenomenon. The species known 
as the graceful rock crab not only grabs 
free rides on jellyfish, but also steals food 
from them as it does. This creature is your 
role model, Cancerian. See if you can 
develop a safe and symbiotic relationship 
(perhaps temporarily) with a big stinging 
blob. At the very least, wangle some bene- 
fit out of a clueless behemoth. 


LEO (JUL 23-AUG 22) 
“One of the healthiest ways to gamble is 
with a spade and a package of garden 
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The sound of music makes its way tothestage 


PAUL BLINOV / blinov@ vueweekly.com 
“Ae there any good busker 

jokes?" Lex McKie kids 

over cellphone crackles as 
he strolls down Whyte Ave shortly 
after midnight. He's gathering up 
material for his hosting debut at the 
Busker’s Ball Seventh Ball—though 
it doesn’t sound like he's doing poorly 
in that regard, 

“I've been coming up with anec- 
dotes and trying to learn as much as I 
can about the performers. I’ve got 
funny stories,” he says assuredly. This 
marks the first Busker’s Ball that 
McKie’s directly involved himself in, 
and although he’s not performing, 
busking isn’t a foreign concept. A gui- 
tarist on his own, McKie got his start 
strumming for dollars as a teenager, 
inspired by the “punks who ran Bad 
Ass Jack’s at the time.” 

“That's how I got my start, playing 
folk music and acoustic music when I 
was in high school and afterward,” he 
explains. “I still busk every now and 
then in the summer, but its not some- 
thing | do for a living.” 


THE PROCEEDS FROM this year’s Ball 


are going to the Parkland Institute, a 
non-partisan research group focused 
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on politics and economics. Tickets are 
by donation for a lineup of buskers, 
artwork and a few groups who hit 
stages more than street corners these 
days: the Andy Northrup Trio, Daniel 
Moir and the Eric Johnson Band, to 
name three of the seven slated acts. 


seeds,” says comedian Dan Bennett. Your 
assignment, Leo, is to come up with three 
other smart risks you could profit from taking. 
You're entering a phase of your astrological 
cycle when you'll be rewarded by leaving 
your comfort zone and heading toward the 
frontie-—but only if you're fully armed with 
crafty discemment and a realistic (not cynical) 
understanding of how the world really works. 
Please stay away from rash dares, unre- 
searched shots in the dark, and crazy plunges 
rooted in blind faith. 


VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22) 

Years ago a Polish scientist toiling in Antarc- 
tica was consumed with longing for a 
woman he'd left behind in his home country. 
Spilling over with the desire to express his 
adoration, he gathered a mass of penguin 
dung and used it to spell out a large “M” on 
the frigid ground. It was the first letter of his 
girlfriend's name, Magda. To this day, two 
species of flowering plants have thrived in 
that M-shaped area, fed by the fertilizing 
power of the dung. Your assignment in the 
coming week, Virgo, is to create something 
equally enduring and unique for someone 
you care for deeply. 


LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22) 

If you find yourself driving on a major high- 
way anytime soon, there's a better-than- 
usual chance that you'll come upon a place 
where a truck has accidentally spilled a few 
tons of french fries or thousands of bottles 
of beer or a huge load of sex toys. Why do | 
say this? Because according to my analysis 
of the astrological omens, you will be 
exposed to an abundance of some resource 
that is too much to use all at once or is not 
feally yours to take or is not exactly what 
you need. A highway spill is just one form 
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this could take. What should you? Don't get 
distracted by frustration or confusion. 
Instead, use it as a provocative motivation 
to go get the precise stuff you need in the 
fight amount. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21) 

After extensive analysis, I've concluded that 
you won't serve any time in hell for the 
shock therapy you'll unleash this week — 
with one caveat: the shock therapy must be 
motivated primarily by love, not a lust for 
power. My research also suggests that in 
dropping your bombshells you may even 
rack up some karmic credit, not karmic 
debt—if the things you destroy are truly 
beyond repair and certain to keep causing 
pain, and if you institute a plan for building a 
shiny new creation to replace what's lost. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“Though the seas threaten, they are merci- 
ful,” says Ferdinand, a character in Shake- 
speare’s play The Tempest. “| have cursed 
them without cause.” Please consider the 
possibility that you could honestly make a 
similar declaration about some influence in 
your world. What's wild but mostly benefi- 
cent? What's primal in a way that draws 
you back to your deepest sources and 
reminds you what's really important? 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Study the following terms: refuge, sanctu- 
ary, bunker, asylum, fortress, haven, shelter, 
safety zone, storm cellar, hideaway, retreat, 
halfway house, cloister, cell, ashram, club- 
house, lair, foxhole, nest, pit, inner sanc- 
tum. Now use some of those words to 
formulate descriptions of actions you'll 
take to enhance both your freedom and 
security. Example: “When I'm longing for 
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And of course, you may recogni: 
particular busker by face, from seein 
him or her’play near your usual o 
door haunts, and that open-air contri 
bution to the arts is, to McKie, one o} 
the beauties of the trade. 

“Everyone knows specific buske; 
they see them everywhere,” Mckic 
Says. “I think everyone has thei: 
favourite buskers, people they usual) 
throw money to and people they usu 
ally go ‘Aww, damn it, not them again 

“I think it draws attention to ar! 
One of the greatest things about ih) 
city is all of the art going around, and 
buskers are totally a part of that.” v 


privacy and renewal, I'll retreat to a haven 
not a bunker.” Another example: “if | need 
to seek refuge from the unnameable insan 
ity around me, I'll make a pilgrimage to 
sanctuary, not to a foxhole.” 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

No one really knows when the Piscean Age 
ends and the Aquarian Age begin: 

Astrologers have been arguing about the 
issue for years. But here's what to watch {o' 
when the transition gets underway, fewer 
and fewer people will be invested in belie! 
systems, and an ever-growing contingen! 
will thrive on asking questions and keeping 
an open-mind. For those of us in the latter 
category—the Aquarian Agers—we wl! 
prize the virtues of curiosity. We will avoid 
being addicted to dogmatic theories and 
figid certainties, knowing that they tenc to 
shut down our fluid intelligence. We will ge! 
a kick out of shedding our own emotiona! 
biases so that we can strive to be more 
objective in our understanding of the eve! 


* evolving truth. | mention this, Aquarius 


because it is an excellent time for you (0 
charge headlong toward the Aquarian Age 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

Some of the best-selling Japanese novels 
in recent years have been composed by 
young authors entirely on their cell phones 
The small screens encourage narratives 
that are animated by terse rhythms, Flowery 
descriptions are rare and character develo? 
ment happens fast. | believe that in the 
coming weeks you will have a capacity aki" 
to the cell-phone storytellers, Pisces You'll 
be able to compress complex material !n! 
simpler forms; you'll have a knack for bein’ 
very creative as you cut away frills and strip 
things down to their basics. wv 


ted@vueweekly.com 


Last week | interviewed artist Attila 
Richard Lukacs about his Polaroid show 
at the Art Gallery of Alberta. He showed 
up for the interview wearing an.“! Heart 
Gaza" T-shirt. Standing there as a queer 
man, commenting on Palestine through 
his choice of clothing he represented a 
coming together of communities that in 
part echoed what my last few weeks 
have been about. 2 

A few months ago | wrote a column 
about a listserv that would not post 
event details for Exposure: Edmonton's 
Queer Arts and Culture Festival. A num- 
ber of reasons were given, including the 
listserv proprietor's concern that due to 
the content (read: gay) the post might 
offend some of his subscribers. 

Nothing really came of the column. A 
few people mentioned in passing to me 
that they had had similar experiences, 
but no one cancelled their subscription 
to the listserv or brainstormed how we 
could work with the proprietor to change 
his practices. é 

| also became complacent. | sent a 
few emails around to alert people to 
what | had written, but when no one 
replied | let‘it die. But since it is almost 
Easter this can be a resurrection story. 

A few weeks ago an email was circu- 
‘ated among the social justice communi- 
ly in Edmonton that quoted the column 
about my experience with the listserv, 
The circulating email was about how the 
afore ned listserv was now unwill- 


=| QUEERMONTON 


eceiving emails that people 
were cancelling their subscription to the 
listserv and that they were writing the 


proprietor strongly worded emails quest: . 


ing his posting practices. 

During all this | also received a.few 
‘lotes from people apologizing for not act- 
‘ng when | wrote the column in the first 
phage: One friend involved in social jus- 
‘ce wrote, “There are so many fires 
around me and so when shit like this hap- 
an | just think, 
‘Ss. I'm used to queer being discriminated 


a, that’s the way it~ 


In a way we all have gotten used to 
homonegativity being a daily part of 
lives. Systemic and cultural homophobia 
is so pervasive we often fail to notice it. 
When someone does we often chalk it 
up to them being sensitive. 

People post homophobic status 
updates on Facebook, some Urban Out- 
fitters are selling prank “Gays in the 
Closet stationary, the Alberta govern- 
ment still does not fully recognize sexual 
orientation in the province's human 
rights legislation and as HIV rates begin 
to increase among gay men in Edmonton 
so to does the vitriolic rhetoric around 
AIDS within the gay community. 


| NOW SEE how my own acceptance of 
homonegativity and internalized homo- 
phobia let the issue die the first time. | 
let people continue to subscribe to a 
service that pandered to organizations 
that didn’t value them and could in some 
cases hurt the work they do. 

When the email made the issue 
resurface | felt guilty when | saw people 
sticking their necks out. When unsub- 
scribing to the listserv put them on the 
receiving end of long, pontificating 
emails from both sides | worried that 
standing up for gay rights might not 
seem so worth it to them anymote. 

In some ways it is now easier to be 
open about your sexual orientation than 
it ever has been, but with that comes 
possible backlash from those who want 
individuals back in the closet and mis- 
placed notions from some gay people 
around gratefulness and acceptance. To 
this day when some macho-looking 
straight dude doesn’t mumble “homo” 
under his breath | start thinking he 
should be nominated for a peace prize. | 
have to ask myself, since when is just 
being decent a cause to celebrate? 

What | realize now is that people did- 
n't just unsubscribe from the listserv 
because they perceived it to be 
homonegative and discriminatory in 
other ways. They unsubscribed because 
they didn’t agree with the owner of the 
list’s practices and needed to feel sup- 
ported by a critical mass to take action. 
They took a stand, not because they 
have gay.or Palestinian friends but 
because they have friends, and together 
they recognized that they no longer 


- wanted to support an organization that 


didn’t value all people equally. w 
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ADVENTURE INK Stanley Milner Library, 
780.496.7032 © Machu Picchu; Presentation on Peru 
* Mar 19, 7pm © Free; www.epl.ca/Adventurelnk 


AIKIKAI AIKIDO CLUB 10139-87 Ave, Old 
Strathcona Community League, * Japanese Martial 
Art of Aikido * Every Tue 7:30-9:30pm; Thu 6-8pm 
THE OF EVERYTHING: CULTURE, 

f, THEORY HC L-1. U of A campus * 2008- 
09 Broadus Lecture Series: Featuring Michael 
O'Driscoll * Lecture Three: Archiviologies: The 
Archival (Re)Turn, Fri, Mar 20, 3:30pm 


AWA 12-STEP SUPPORT GROUP Braeside 
Presbyterian Church basement. N. door, 6 Bemard Dr, 
Bishop St, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert © For 
adult children of alcoholic and dysfunctional families # 
Meet Mondays including holidays, 7:30pm 


BLUE GOLD Varscona Theatre, 83 Ave, 103 St 
Documentary Blue Gold, an audio feed from the World 
‘Water Forum in Turkey, and talk by Council of 
Canadians Blue Planet Campaigner Anil Naidoo * 
Sun, Mar 22, 11:45am 


BUDDHIST LECTURE SERIES SG! Edmonton Centre, 
10711-107 Ave, 2nd Fl © Lecture followed by a question 
and answer discussion period * Sat, Mar 21, 1-2pm 


Edmonton Chess Club and Society of Alberta 
Chess Knights, 780.474.2318 * Leam to play chess; 
‘Opportunities for all ages including classes, school pro- 
grams and tournaments © rovinge uts@shaw.ca 
ECO-TOXICOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF 
PERFLUOROOCTANE SULFONATE (PFOS) IN THE 
ENVIRONMENT U of A Natural Resource Engineering 
Facility 1-003, NRE 1-003 www.campusmap.valberta.ca 
© Talk by Dr. John Giesy * Thu, Mar 19, 4pm © Free 


EDMONTON COLLECTIBLE TOY AND COMIC 
SHOW Shaw Conference Centre, 780.993.8799 « 
Large selection of vintage and modern tays, comic 
books, anime, video games and pop culture memora- 
bilia * Sun, Mar 29 


EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY Aim 1812, 
10025-102A Ave, 780.702.5117 © Fri, noon-Ipm © 
vauighn@sewardconsulting.com 


EDMONTON JANE AUSTEN SOCIETY Stanley A 
Milner Library, Edmonton Rm * Women Wniters and 
“Our Miss Austen’, talk by Isobel Grundy « Sat, Mar 
21, 2-4pm © Free 


EDMONTON NATURE CLUB Royal Alberta Museum 
* Monthly meeting: bees Alberta's Smaller 
erent speaker Terry Thormin * Fri, Mar 20, 7pm 
(coffee), 7:30pm (meeting) * Admission by donation 


EDMONTON SEEDY SUNDAY Alberta Ave 
Community League, 9210-118 Ave, 780.439.8954 * 
Seed exchange, vendors, books, pacdening displays, 
gardening book and magazine exchange. Featuring 
speakers Ron Berezan Urban Permaculture—Creating 
abundance for people and planet and Sarah Mohan 
Food, Farmers and Climate Chaos * Sun, Mar 22, 
\lam-4pm * Free 


ELIMINATING RACISM: AWARENESS AND 
ACTION King’s University College, 9125-50 St, 
780.465.3500, ext'8063 © Featuring speakers from the 


King’s communi ing their ienoes of racism 
atkings and REE Mon, Mar 23 noon-1pm 


EUSA-ENGLISH UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS’ 
RESUaRE Sk Ee ee te s 

© Putting Edmonton on ip 
Heather Zwicker ® Mr Casaubon's Failure: Information 
Overload and the Unfinished Work of Scholarship ty 
John Considine * Tue, Mar 24, 5pm 


EXPLORING JUSTICE IN CANADA ® Lendrum 
Memon gee cu HA oe Ave; Public meet- 
ing to explore the goals of the legal system are in 
Canada and to discuss justice. Facilitated by Meredith 
: Fri, Mar 27. 7) ee RESTORATIVE , 
WHAT IS IT? L'Arche, 7708-83 St Looking at 
the values and principles of restorative justice and how 
they can be applied in schools, communities and mstitu- 
tions; Sat, Mar 28, 10am-3pm; Free, pre-register, E: 
bmheather@shaw.ca 


FEAR AND LOATHING AT THE 
GROCERY STORE Main Floor, Stanley Milner Library, 7 
Sir Winston Churchill Sq * Lunch by the Books: U of A 
philosophy professor Jennifer Welchman discusses the 
ethical si nce of genetically modified foods * Thu, 
Mar 26, 12:05-12:50pm * Free 


FRIENDS OF LUCY RALLY Valley Zoo, 13315 Buena 
Vista Rd © Sat, Mar 21, 9:30-10: 


FRIENDS OF MEDICARE-SPEAKER'S SERIES 
Stanley Milner Library Theatre, downstairs, Sir ‘Winston 
Pee Safari e CE re i 
to Fight for Them, see teven Shryoman 
* Thu, Mar 26, 7pm ® Free, donations weleome 
HIDDEN CORE BELIEFS CAN MAKE YOUR LIFE 
SUCK Life Enrichment Centre, upstairs, 780.452.4491 * 
Evi New it Lectures by Dr. Jaclyn Darby 
© Every Sun, 11am, in March * Donation 
HIV 


EDMONTON-LUNCH AND COMMUNITY 
FORUM Canterra Suites, 11010 Jasper Ave * Forum on 
HIV, Disclosure and the Law, moderator Glenn Betteridge 
* Mar 19, noon-2pm 


“HOME” 

FOR PASSIONATE Gameau/Ashbourne 

Assisted Living Place, 11148-84 Ave * Home: Blends 

music, drama, creativity and reflection on sacred texts to 

enemgise you for passionate living * Every Sun 3-Spm 
468.9776/780.452.6224 * Featuring 

presentations, speakers, workshops, and com- 


outings. 
petitions. All levis of photographers waka © Meet 
the 2nd and 4th Thu each : Sept-May, 8pm 


- BUDDYS MITE CLUB 117258 Jasper 


MEDIATION AND RESTORATIVE JUSTICE CENTRE 
City Ants Centre, 10943-84 Ave © Communicating 
Through Conflict ¢ Sat, Mar 28, 14:30pm * Free 


PHOTOGRAPHY: TAKING GREAT PHOTOS Stanley 

nt Milner pany Cane coer A%6.7070 
‘esentations by Images Camera Club photogra 

phers * Sat, Mar 21, 2-4pm « Free, worn” eae 


bby. TIMMS ca 
I i 
for the Arts, 780.492.5674 © Lecture by William ee 
Campbell « Tue, Mar 24, 5-Gpm © Free 


RIVERDALE NET ZERO ENERGY HOUSE 9977-37 

St, www.riverdalenetzero.ca © Get ideas on energy 

Sayings from this zero energy house open for self- 
luided tours most Sat aftemoons until Mar, 1-4pm « 
ree 


RESPONDING TO THE 
VIEW FROM WALL STREET Lo! 


SENIORS ISSUES St Albert Legion, 6 Tache St, St 
Albert, 780 418 5730 * How important are seiors 
issues to you? * Mon, Mar 23 1:30pm 


SIMPLICITY CIRCLE Westwood Unitarian. 11135-65 
oan 431 a . Exploring a variety of topics 
felated to simplifying and “greening” our lives ¢ Sun, 
Mar 29, 7:30-Spm © Free hat a 
THE SOUTHESK COLLECTION Queen Alexandra 
Schoo! Gymnasium, 7730-106 St, 780.439.2797 « 
Lecture by Susan Berry on the collection of First 
Nations and Métis artifacts that was collected in 
1859-60 * Tue, Mar 31, 7:30pm © Free 


SUGARSWING DANCE CLUB Orange Hall, 10335- 
84 Ave * Swing Dance at Sugar Foot Stomp: no expe- 
fience needed, beginner lesson followed by dance 
every Sat * Mar 28, 8pm (door) 


‘TAKE BACK THE NIGHT Alberta Ave Community 
League, 8210-118 Ave, 780.423.4102 « Demand an end 
to violence against women * Fri, Mar 27, 7-10pm * Free 


THEATRICAL COLLABORATORS PANEL: CREATING 
NEW THEATRE WORKS IN CANADA Second Playing 
Space, Timms Centre for the Arts, U of A * Panelists 
lie Tomlinson, Beth Graham, Daniela Viaskalic, 
Jonathan Christenson, Bretta Gerecke, Camyar Chai, and 
Marcus Youssef * Mar 28, 2pm, reception to follow 


UKRAINIAN PYSANKY UNF Hall, 1;0629-98 St * Easter 
Fair © Sat, Mar 21, 17am-Spm; Sun, Mar 22, noon-Spm 


VEGGIE VIDEO DELUXE Stanley Milner Library Theatre. 
Basement, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq # Videos, 
Processed People, and Supercharge Mel, presented by 
the Vegetarians of Alberta « Thu, Mar 19, 7-9pm 
VISITING ARTIST-EUGENE DOWLING, TUBA Fine 
Arts Building, 23 © Lecture: The Fertag0y of Amold 
Jacobs: The Efficient use of Air for Wind Instruments * 
Tue, Mar 24, 12:30pm # Free 


WATER WARRIORS Greenpeace Warehouse, 6328-104 
St © Planning Workshop * Mon, Mar 23, 6-Spm * Free 


WE DID NOT CREATE THIS CRISIS AND WE ARE 
NOT GOING TO PAY FOR IT Uicainian Hall, 11018-97 
St © Lecture by i Figueroa, leader of the Communist 
Party of Canada * Fr, Mar 20, 7:30pm 


WELCOME TO THE REEL WORLD Civil Engineering 
Bldg CEB 325, www.iweek.valberta.ca * Global 
issues film and speaker series featuring the film From 
Honey to Ashes * Mar 25, 5pm 


WORLD WATER DAY MARCH TO THE LEGISLATURE 
High Level Dinner, 88 Ave and 109 St Bring your eco 
issues and solutions signs etc... start at the Highlevel Diner 
and walk aver the High Level to the Legislature, 
Speakers welcome © Sun, Mar 22, 2-3pm 


WOMEN IN BLACK In front of the Old Strathcona 
Farmers’ Market © Silent vigil the 1st and 3rd Sat, 
10-11am, each month, stand in silence for a world 
without violence 

WOMEN ONLY BICYCLE REPAIR BikeWorks, 10047- 
80 Ave (enter aoe Back Alley), 780.433.2453 * 
Edmonton Bicycle Commuters’ Society * (first and third 
Sundays of each month) * Free 


COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainment Centre, 
34th Ave, Cal ay Trail * Thu, 8:30pm; Sat, 8pm and 
pa * Greg Wilson; Mar 19-21 ¢ Dennis Ross; Mar 
26-2 


COMIC STRIP Bourbon St. WEM, 780.483.5999, 
www.thecomicstrip.ca © Hit or Miss Mondays: Each 
Mon ® Best of Edmonton Tuesdays: Each Tue * 
Bobcat Goldthwait, Tyler Hawkins and Paul Brown 
Mar 19-21 © Sean Lecomber, Tyler Hawkins, Kelly 
Soloduka; Sun, Mar 22 © Hit or Miss Monday's; Mar 
23, 30 © The Best of Edmonton: Tue, Mar 24, 31 * 
Kurt Metzger, Welby Santos and Sean Lecomber. 
Mar 25-29 


LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, Londonderry Mall, 
780.476.1010 © Wed-Thu 8pm; Fri-Sat 7:30pm end 
459m ¢ Wed amateur open mic night 8pm * John 
Beuhler from Vancouver, Mar 19-21 

LION'S HEAD PUB Radisson Hotel Edmonton South, 
4440 Gateway Boulevard, 780.437.6010 « Comedy open 
mic night every Sun (9pm) hosted by Lars Callieou 


PLAZA 11116-82 


‘STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 
_ Ave, 780.988.8105 * Amateur Comedian Night: every 


Tue, 8-10:30pm © For info contact 
fobyn@steepstea.com 


QUEER LISTINGS 


BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 10242-)06S. 
780.423.5014, www. bootsbarica * 2nd Thu: Illusions 
Social Club * 3rd Wed: Edmonton 0 Society * 2nd 
Tue: Edmonton Rainbaw Business Association * Eve 
bi oso a Fri and Sat DJ SeXXXy Sean 1 
3 Long Sundays feature the Stardust 
Lounge with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 


Ave, 
i 8-apm © Sur 
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RAINDANCE Hyd 
_ 100 Ave © Edmonton World Weter Day 


Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow 
midnight, DJ WestCoastBab/Daddy * Fri: We made 
em famous! DJ Eddy Toonfiash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no caver before 10pm * Sat Undie maht for 
men only, free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowehases 
GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION wow tearnedmon- 
ton.ca * Women’s Drop-in Recreational Badminton 
Oliver School Gym, 10227-118 St,780.455 3620, Wed, 6- 
73pm * Bootcamp; Lynnwood Elementary Scknol at 
15451-84 Ave; Mon, 7-:15pm, bootcamp@u 
ton.ca * Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100, 341 
Blvd; Sat, 5-7pm; bowling@teamed: 
Mon, 7:15-9:15pm), Granite Curl 
* Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; run 
© Swimming: NAIT pool, 117 
Thu, 7:30-8:30pm; swimming@ 
Volleyball: Tue Recreational: 
School at 9008-1054, 8-10om: Thu 
Amiskiwacty Academy, 101 Airport Rd, 
{eyball@teamedmonton.ca; 
volleyball@teamedmonton.ca * YOGA ( 
Yoga; every Sun, 2-3:30pm: Korezone Fitn 
10675-115 St; yooa@teamedmonton.ca 


INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus « C. 
tion for lesbian, gay, bisexual, tran: 
(LGBTQ) faculty, graduate student. 
allies and support staff © 3n 
ter terms): Speakers Series. Conta 
berta.ca) 


KOREZONE FITNESS 203, 10575-115 St * LIVING 
POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St 
Www.edmilivingpositive.ca 
1,877.975.9448/780.488,5768, © Providing confidentra! 
af Support to people living with HIV © Tue, 7-Spm: 
jupport group * Daily drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculté St 
Jean, Rm 3-18, 780.490.7332 © Program for Hi 
AIDS prevention, treatment and harm reduction in 
French, English and other African languages * 3rd 
and 4th Sat, Sam-Spm each month © Free (mem- 
berl/$10 (membership) © Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB 
ties.com/makingwaves_edm ® Recre: 
petitive swimming with coaching, beg 
aged to participate. Socializing after pra 
Tue. Thu 


PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St 

www playnightclub.ca * Open Thu, Fri, Sat © The first 
bar for the queer community to open in a decade with 
DUs Alexx Brown and Eddie Toonflash 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9540-111 Ave, 
780.488.3234, www.pridecentreofedmonton.org * Open 
Tue-Fr pala Sat 2-6:30pm * LGBT Seniors Drop-in: 
Every Tue/Thu, 2-4pm © CA: Every Thu (7pm) # 

and Show Up: AA big book study group meet ev 
noon © Youth Understanding Youth: Youth up to 25 
years, support and social group meet every Sat. 7-Sprv 
yuy@shaw.ca * Womonspace: Board meeting 1st Sun 
each month, 10:30am-12:30pm * Trans 
Education/Support Group: Meet the 1st and 3rd Sun, 2- 
4pm, of each month: wwwalbertatrans * Men 
Talking with Pade: Every Sun (7pmj, 
Wells robwells780@hotmail.com * Hi 
Mest the 2nd Mon of each month, 7pm * Transgender, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TT1Q) Alliance 
Support meeting the 2nd.Tue each month, 7:30pm * 
Transgender, Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning 
Education, advocacy and support for men, women and 
youth; PFLAG Edmonton: Meet the Ist Wed each month, 
7pm ® Free short-term, solution-focused drop-in coun- 
ee Wed, 7-10pm * YouthSpace: drop-in for 
LGBTO for youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


PRISM BAR 10524-101 St. 780,990.00G8 Every Wed: 
Free Pool; Karaoke, Spm-midnight * ae Prism 
Poo! League; 7-11:30pm * Every Fri: Steak Nite; 5-95 

DJ at 9:30pm © Womonspace Games Nite: 7pm; Mar 
20 © Taco Tue: Mar 24 © DJ; Mar 28, 10pm * Crazy Girt 
Love: Ant show and entertainment; Mar 31, 8pm 


ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11525-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 © People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome * Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, www. womonspace.ca 


TE com © A Non-profit lesbian social 
omganization for Edmonton and surrounding area 


Organized monthly activities from dances, games nites, 
golf toumament,; etc. Monthly newsletter and reduced 
fates included with mem! ip. Confidentiality assured 


WOODYS 11723 Jasper Ave, 780.488.6557 » Open 
Daily (noon) # Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and Patrick « 
Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


SPECIAL EVENTS 


CVIDS St. Maria Goretti Community Centre, 11050-90 
St. 780.498.2650 * Fundraising dinner and auction to 
support the communities of Zumbahua and Cayambe 
(Eucador) with special quest Father Pio Beschirotto, the 
local priest overseeing the humanitanan work in thes= 
Ecuadorian villages ® Fri, Mar 20. Spm * $75 


HOPE AND COMFORT Red Willow Community 
Church, 15 Coriveau Ave, St Albert * A benefit.con- 
cert hosted Pee with Jaquars * Mar 28. 7pm © 
$12 (door) at TIX on the Square, is to help with 
the traveling expenses far three Zimbabweans young 
people who last their father 


ILUMINATIONS Churchill Square * A Spectacle of 
Fire and Light * Mar 21, 8-1ipm; www.winterlight.ca 
Centre, 780.990.1000 ® Luncheon in support of the 
Inner Cities Agencies Foundation * Thu, Mar 19 * 
$150 at www.caf.ca 

jeaway All Ages Art Space, 10208- 
lebration. 
All ages, concert and art ehibit featuring eco-speakers 
° Sun, Mar 22, 2-10pm © Mar 22. 2-10pm * Free 
Jamation ceremony on Fri, Mar 20,.noon at City 


all) 


SAFARI ON THE PRAIRIE Wunderber. 8120-10! Ave 
© An African themed club night with African Music 
fesning D1 hooce OSs ae 

proceeds to Zimbabwe Cholera Relief 
will address African water themes on Mar 
19 © Display of artworks by Artists in the African 
community 


if 


ow 
a 


<< 


conscious people interested in working from home 
full or part time. Clinically tested patented prod- 
ucts. No inventory to carry: 
For information call Ken at 780.454.6971 


Free Acting Classes. 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 


Audition and camera tips. 
wwew,vadastudios.com 


FRAMING 


PICTURE FRAMES 
MOVIE POSTER SHOP 


Affordable picture frame options. Music Posters. 
8125 Gateway Bivd. 435-0408 


HELP WANTED 


Tired of working someone else's dream? 
What do the nch know that you dont? 
Groundbreaking opportunity, new in Canada. 
Financial freedom is here! 780-994-2760 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 -124 Street 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night): Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 780.907.0570 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH: 
We tain you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the world 
Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. Jobs guar- 
anteed. 7712-104 St. Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981 
Guitarist. Educator 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


Mostly Water Theatre is accepting submissions for 
the next instaliment of Metro Digital Shorts (5 min or 
less) to Metro Digital Shorts, 6-22 Stanley Milner 
Library, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Sq, Edmonton, AB, 
T5J 2V5 by Wed, Apr 8. For info contact Sam 
Varteniuk at 780.686.5960, 
samyarteniuk@hatmail.com 


FUNDING AND GRANTS INFO SESSION: The Alberta 
Music Industry Association Information Session on 
and Grants, with representatives from the 
Foundation Assisting Canadien Talent on Recordings 
(FACTOR), Alberta Foundation for the Arts (AFA), 
Canada Council, the Alberta Cultural Industries 
Association (ACIA), and the X92.9 Exposure Travel 
Grants. Tae, Mar 24, 6:30pm (door), 7pm (session) at 
TransAlta Arts Barns, CE Boardroom, 10330-84 Ave. 
Free (Alberta Music member)/$5 (non-member) 


Call to nominate Edmonton's 3rd Poet Laureate will 
remain open until 4:30pm, Fri, Mar 27. Nomination 
forms: Edmonton Arts Council website at 
www.edmontonarts.ab.ca 


The mace Matia, a craft tive, is starting 
moi market in onton on the 1et’Sat every 
month starting Apr 4 at the Savoyand Orange Hall 


Looking for handmade funky, uflique crafts and art 
For info E: Ally: msallyng@gmail.com, Amy: amy- 
jedgar@hotmail.com 


Steeps—Oid Glenora: for open mic-Spoken word 
First Thursday every month. Contact Adam Snider to 


‘CLASSIFIEDS © 


MUSICIANS 


Edmonton-Northem Harmony, 


recording to the Northem Harmo! 
www.northemharmony.ca by Miar 23. For info contact: 
Michael Yereniuk or Jessika Dlamon, Executive 
Producers, 780.456.6625, info@northemharmony.ca 


Blues man looking to me or join he ‘n’ blues al 3 
,, Singer/ iter, frontman, plays qui- 
Shon aC 
E jimmererwfp@yahoo.ca 


Dirty City Hearts is seeki 
tact us through myspace 
(www. myspace.com/dirtycityhearts) or call 
780.938.3037 for more details 


Hardrock band seeks EXPERIENCED drummer, south- 
side jamspace. Have songs written, demo available. NO 
\TEURS, if you've never played in a band don't call. 
Paul 780.233.4269 


a guitar player. please con- 


Singer/songwriter looking to form or join a rack band. 
Infl: audiaslave, velvet revolver, stained, seether, 3doors 
down, pearl jam. Please contact me at 
Danny_boyspence8099@yahoo.ca 


Extreme metal band looking for skilled bassist. Our style 
is Death/Black metal; infl: Morbid Angel, Beathemoth, 
Mayhem, Marduk, etc. Must have Pro Gear. 18 yrs+- 
renegade5445@yahoo.com 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly jam 
on the second Sunday of the month at 9119-128A 
Ave. Rock, country & old time music. Ph. 
780.973.5593, randyglen@JumpUpDj.com 


VOLUNTEER 


Do you remember someone who believed in you when 
you were a child? Be that person in child's life today. 
All it takes is one hour a week which may not be 
much to you but will make all the difference in the life 
of a child. Be a Big Brother or Big Sister! Be a 
Mentor! Call Big Brother Big Sister today. 424-8181 


Volunteers needed to “make fun” at the Edmonton 
Intemational Street Performers Festival running July 
312 apply online at www.edmontonstreetfest.com; 
E: volunteer@edmontonstreetfest.com:; T: Liz Alllison- 
Jorde 780.425.5162. Volunteers must be a minimum 

of 14 yrs old 


Do you love the ARTS? Join us and be a part of North 
America’s LARGEST Outdoor FREE Art & Design 
Festival! Volunteer! Download your application at 
www.theworks.ab.ca 


Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old 
www. youthvolunteer.ca 


Volunteer drivers and kitchen help urgently needed If 
you're available weekdays, 10am-1pm call Meals on 
Wheels. 780.429.2020 


Dr's Appointment Buddy—Accompany new refugee 
immigrants to their medical appointments to give sup- 
port and assist with paperwork. Thu, 10:30am- 


7 2 


XHIBITOR 
PPORTUNITY 
1-877-560-6830 


* 2:30pm. Transportation not required. Leslie j 
=m 700.492.1137, ext 


PALLS. Project Adult Literacy Society needs volun- 
teers to work with adult students in the ESL English 
as a Second Language Program. Call 780.424.5514 
Training and materials are provided 


Guerrilla Gardening need volunteers to help plant 600 
sapling trees along baseline road. E: theurbangreen- 
ing@gmail.com, T: 780.432.6181 for info. Facebook: 

http://edmontongg, blogspot.com 


The Support Network: Volunteer today to be a 
Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www.thesup- 
portnetwork.com or call 780.732.6648 


Break the Code! Help an adult to read and write. Call 
Jordan Centre for Family Literacy 780.421.7323 
www. famlit.ca. 


Red Cross's Humanitarian Issues Program: need 
volunteers to help promote humanitarian issues to the 
Edmonton Community. We are hoping to expand our 
youth team (12-24 yrs old). Contact Laura Keegan at 
laura. keegan@redcross.ca 


Senior's Birthday Entertainment 
Senior reereation/activity centre needs volunteer 
entertainers for monthly afternoon parties. 
Weekday message Karen 780.468.1985 seesa.ca 


The CRC is seeking energetic, caring, committed vol- 
unteers to become Prevention Educators for its 
RespectED: Violence and Abuse Prevention Program. 
Canadian Red Cross/RespectED Training Program 
begins fall 2008. www.redcross.ca/cnar, Education 
Coordinator: 780.702.4158 / E: 
edmonton.respected@redcross.ca 


Elder Abuse Victim Advocate—Assist, provide tele- 
phone support. Mature volunteers, 35+, with calm 
manner and excellent communication skills wanted. 
Volunteers receive intensive training and support. 
Commitment: Two 2 hr shifts/month, plus attendance 
at monthly staff meeting. Daytime Mon, Tue, or Thu 
Bam-5pm. Leslie 780.432.1137, ext 357 


Volunteer for your local Red Cross. Help us make our 
mission of assisting the most vulnerable in our com- 
munity and around the world possible. Volunteer for 
Red Cross. To volunteer call 780.423.2680 / E: wz- 
edm-dm@redeross.ca 


Volunteers Needed to work with new immigrants ina 
variety of tasks and with some great fun events and 
outings! Many exciting shifts available! Call Judy 
780.424.3545, ext 249 


Rise Up: Radio Free Edmonton on CJSR FM 88 
seeking people with a critical ear who will be at 
protests, picket-lines, blockades, any sites of struggle 
between people, corporations or governments to sim- 
ply bring a cecorder and send us the footage. E rise- 
upradio@rjsr.com; Sam Power, 780.492.2577 ext. 4 
for recording equipment and details 


HEALING ARTS PRACTITIONERS! © 
JEALING ; 2. eens. 


Conference 
Centre 


ADMISSION $8 KIDS 12 AND UNDER FREE 


The € monton 
Collectible To 
and Comic J 

www odteyshow com 


PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING A DONATION FOR THE EDMONTON FOOD BANK 


Fun and Inspiring 
Employment 


Public Outreach Is offering great positions for anyone 
looking to gain valuable work experience in a fun and | 


flexible environment. 


As part of an Outreach Team, you will engage in meaning- 
ful dialogue in order to promote sustainable funding on 
behalf of our select group of non profits. Our Teams enjoy | 
working outdoors in a dynamic and interactive atmo- 
sphere, on behalf of causes they feel passionately about. 
With flexible scheduling, excellent training, and scholar 
ships this is an ideal employment opportunity! 


$12 / Hour 


To apply, please send resume with cover letter 
to edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


guaranteed wage 


or call 780.436.9896 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


Canada’s Holistic Wellness & Spiritual Lifestyle Event. 


explore experien 
Get, for, ) i 


ourmost, 


~~ Getiready, 


EDMONTON 
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CALGARY 
APRIL 17-19, 2009 
BIG FOUR BUILDING 


ce enlighten 
dynamic, &exciting events 


| 


sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


FRI 3-10 SAT Praca 11-6 aces Humanity. 


ATION | ASY! eve 
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Be North America’s Large ace E " with Anodea Judith, Ph.D. , 
FREE ci he ‘Node An Expo admission only $12 Purchase advanced tickets online. Quantum Eventwith G.W. Hardin | 
line 5, 2008. Contact . a F . | 
s.ab,ca for info on-rediscad cates fi For more information, lecture programs, exhibitor lists, coupons contests, prizes & more at... ; Tic ieoulapitienspe | 
ake een ane Rogier NOW cod seve SR ta EEanaeenea! — C 


2009. Chalk Art Contest Deadline: June 1, 2009 
5pm. Smatier Then A Breadbox Deadline: Mon, 
May 1, 2009 


uISpiritExpo.com tickets Price: $7 
Pe es ee ee Ree TT eae eee ee 
5 ; NTRES|«] MEDITATION’ & (SPIRITUAL GROWTH ‘s PSYCHICS & 
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me out and then drop it when | accept. 

© Is this a Mars/Venus thing? Maybe 

online just isn't my venue? | do several activ- 

* i ies that attract single guys, but haven't led 

fo much except maybe embarrassment on 

my part when | show interest and get a 

brush-off. Maybe try going through friends 
again? That's worked in the past. 

___I just tumed 40 and would like a partner. 

_ Mostly, I've been solo, and that really sucks. 

LOVE FORTY & FRUSTRATED 


_ DEAR F&F: 
Before you go live in a cave, you might con- 
sider something a little less drastic, like liv- 
ing in a smalier, less brutally competitive 
city far from the coasts. It's an idea. 
Barring that, we have to subject your 
online interactions to the scrutiny of a girl- 
friend panel. Ideally these would be your 
girlfriends—they could make far more spe- 
cific suggestions, like lose that mullet or 


Either 


they 


Region Board Recruitment. For info visit www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca, click on Volunteer. Contact Abigail 
Parrish-Craig at grammaabby@shaw,ca 


Become a distress line volunteer. The Support 
Network, 780.732.6648. www.thesupportnetwork.com 


ECAW.AR. (EDMONTON COALITION AGAINST 
"WAR AND RACISM) Volunteers welcome. 
Www.wage-peace.com for info/contacts, 780.988.2713 


Accall for volunteers - Action for Healthy 
Communities: Questions about AHC philosophy & 
programs? 780.944.4687 Visit: www.adhe.ca 


Would you like to help people/families affected by 
Alzheimers? Socialize with seniors while assisting 
with games and activities. ElderCare Edmonton, 
780.434.4747, ext 4 


Help to broadcast news nationally for the 
blind and print-restricted! 
Email edmonton@voiceprintcanada.com, 
or call 780.451.8331 


Join in the hottest new trend of personal history. 
Unique volunteer opportunity to develop your artistic 
and writing skills by helping to put together a collec- 

tion of life history stories of Edmonton elders. 
Interviews have been conducted, we now need some- 
‘one to assist with transcription, storywriting, and/or 

layout and design, 780.434.4747, ext 4 for info 


8“ EEE 
Love Bingo? Volunteer for Elder Care. Bingo volun- 
teers are needed to help raise funds for program 

meals and outings. Ph 780.424.4747, ext. 4 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants-and 
refugees. www.multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 780.423.1973 


PALS. Project Adult Literacy Society: looking for vol- 
unteer tutors to work with adult students in the Math 
Literacy Program. For info Ph 780.424.5514 


HEALTHY VOLUNTEERS required for studies with the 
Brain Neurobiology. Research at UofA, 780.407.3906. 
Reimbursement provided 


Volunteer Overseas with Canadian Crossroads 
International: human rights, community economic 
development, and HIV/AIDS education, prevention, 

care. www.cciorg.ca ; 


SCARS. : 
Second Chance Animal Rescue Society 
There is a suitable home for all 
homeless animals, young or old! 
. scarscare.org 


es Ss ee 
The Sexual Assault Centre of Edmonton needs 
volunteers to take calls on our 24-hour Crisis line. 

_ For information ph 780.423.4102 


The Brain Neurobiology Research Program at U of A is 
seeking MAJOR DEPRESSION sufferers who are inter- 
ested in participating in a research study. Call 
780.407.3906 if interested 


NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS Help Line 
24 Hours a Day-7 Days a Week 
If you want to stop using, we can help 
Local: 780.421.4429 
Toll free 1.877.463.3537 


stop telling everyone about your rectal fis- 
tula, but if you don’t have a panel you can 
borrow mine. | convened one for you. 

Irina: The phenomenon of guys initiat- 
ing and then vanishing as soon as you try 
to make a date is very familiar and proba- 
bly nothing to do with her. | could theorize 
all day but when it comes down to it 
they're not ready to actually connect with 
people, so fuck ‘em. Next! 

Also, she should try free sites, like 
okcupid.com, which may attract guys who 
are more open to chicks who initiate. 

She should stay involved in the activities 
and of course hit up her friends if that's 
worked in the past. But she could still go 
online if she can let go of some of her frus- 
tration. Maybe see it as just one more too! 
to incréase her adds of meeting quys. 

Myrna: | wonder if there’s some kind of 
smoking-gun thing in her appearance or 
self-presentation that’s causing this. 
Maybe her desperation is showing? As 
far as the real-life men go, the guys may 
be panicking when she comes on to them, 
so If she doesn’t think her mutual attrac- 
tion radar is good, maybe don't do that. 


YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals, Donate items, bid, have a great time. 
Carmen 780.429.0137 x233, 
http://auetion.edmanton24hourrelay.com 


PALLS. Project Adult Literacy Society: looking for vol- 

unteer tutors to work with adult students in the ESL - 

English as a Second Language program. Training and 
materials provided. Contact 780.424.5514 


Do you know what a Volunteer Driver is? It's a com- 
munity member who can spare 3-4 hours once a 
month to drive a senior. Call Bev 780.732.1221 


Do you love art and people? Then the Nina Haggerty 

Centre for the Arts can use you! Come show off your 

talents. www.ninahaggertyart.ca; email: info@nina- 
haggertyart.ca or call 780.474.7611 


Food Not Bombs so for people to help out with 
cooking and serving of meals every Sunday. Ph 
780.904.8751 or e-m: foodnotbombsedmonton@hat- 
mail.com 


CNIB is looking for volunteers with vision, adults 
(50+) to help seniors with vision loss, For more info 
tall Catherine 780.453.8304 


Volunteer for Canadian Mental Health contact 
CMHSA-ER at 780.414.6300 or check www.cmha- 
edmonton.ab.ca 


Volunteer teachers needed to teach English asa 
second language to newcomers to Canada. - 
Orientation and training provided. Meet people from 
all around the world. Jason: jmarkowsky@cci-lex.ca 
or 780.944.0792 


In a tough Talk to us! No- 
Fee Walk-In counselling 780.482.INFO (4636) The 
Support Network, www.thesupportnetwork.com 


ee 
YEAR ROUND ON-LINE AUCTION for Alberta 
Easter Seals. 
http://auction, edmonton24hourrelay.com 
DONATE ITEMS, BID, HAVE A GREAT TIME. Carmen 
780.429.0136, ext 233 


SS 
Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Volunteers are required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 


. Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 
780.447.1451; e-mail: events@afdr.ab.ca; 
: www.afdrab.ca 


ADULT 


Jackie James - Upscale Companion 
Petite Brunette COUGAR - Sft - 90 Ibs 
TIGHT, Tanned & Toned - 780.887.4989 

lic.83533630-001 - Look 4me @ | 
www.whisperjackiejames.rare-playmate.com 


Northside Studio 1 
11910 127 Ave main floor 
A small place for a big deal 
780.452.7440 


(Uc # 42943170-001 


Leanne: God help us all, she’s 40. 
Andrea: Right, but we have seen that's 
not an automatic dating death sentence. 
Also, what about the disappearing-act 
dudes? | assume they've all gone off with 
hotter-sounding properties, but | wonder 
what makes those other properties so 
hotter-sounding 
Lucilla: I'm fat, in my 40s and rural and 
follow a weird religion—quys should be 
thin on the ground for me. Yet | had a good 
many dates recently before settling on one 
gentleman. | also got rejected or given the 
silent treatment by dozens of guys. 
| tried to project positivity and hope, 
and used words like “passionate” to indi- 
cate, discretely, that | like sex. In pictures | 
was smiling and had my hair down And 
another vote for okcupid.com—free and 
has lots of activities where you can partic- 
ipate and get to know people without 
pressure. Also Craigslist, although you 
have to wade through lots of awful guys 
to get to the good ones. 
As to why guys don’t follow up: they're not 
into you, they're not really committed to find- 
ing someone, or they te married. Or all three. 


SERVICES 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 


Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) pro- 
vides crisis intervention, info, counseling, public 
education. T: 780.423.4102/F: 780.421.8734/E 
info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis 
Line: 780.423.4121 


ol an Intemational Medical Graduate 
ing licensure? The Alberta Intemational 
Medical Graduates Association is here to help. 
Support, study groups, volunteer opportunities—ail 
while creating change for tomorrow. www.aimga.ca 


Canadian Mental Health Association, 


(Cr Tr] ica lima 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


Ruby: There is also a possible picker 
problem. My rule for online dating is 
“look for normal.” 

Andrea: | like that! F&F, | do think men 
and women approach this a bit different- 
ly. You're taking the rejections too per- 
sonally—a lot of those guys are 
answering every new ad that appears 
They don’t know you, so they aren't 
rejecting you. Stick with the online dating 
if its at least a tiny bit fun, but pursue the 
circle of friends options—all the research 

says that we basically marry ou S 
So hang out where you already hang out, 

but more so. Get as much feedback as 
you can about your personal presentation 

(Note: this does not mean “criticize every 
aspect of your body and find it wanting. | 
mean do you seem fun, clean, sane and 
at least passably light on baggage?) 

You are not more likely to get hit by fight- 
ning while suffering a terrorist attack than 
you are to marry after 40. There’s nothing 
wrong with spending a little time alone in a 
Cave recuperating right now if that's what 
you need, though. It's rough out there. 

LOVE. ANDREA 


www.cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education Program 
offer workshops to give skills to intervene with 
people who may be at risk for suicide. Follow the 
links to ASIST or call 780.414.6300 


Have you been affected by another person's 
ceruai bein? $-Anon is a 12-Step fellowship 
for family members and friends of sex addicts. T: 
780.988.4411 for info, of visit www.sanon.org 


Jewish Family Services Edmonton/TASIS 
(Transforming Acculturative Stress Into Success): A 
free program aimed at minimizing culture shock and 

displacement for trained professional immigrant 
women. T: Svetlana 780.454.1194 


403-313-3311 


Other cities 


1-877-834-4044 


€ 
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Ford cars, CUVS, 5Uvs anu vans. 
| Gf ec ae eK Cg With SYNC’ you can 
iy lake or receive phone calls 
| PHONE PLAY 
2009 Escape XLT I4 FWD with sync* 
Features include: 
» Remote Keyless Entry * Power Heated Side Mirrors * 6-Way Power Driver Seat 
| * Fog Lamps = SIRIUS Satellite Radio w/6 month Pre-paid Subscription + 16” Aluminum Wheels 
1 * CD/MP3 Player w/4 Speakers * AdvanceTrac* with Roll Stability Contro!™ 
} Purchase finance for Purchase for 
| $329" = $25,499' 
329"21.99%. ; 
; Per month for 72 months with $3,200 down After Delivery Allowance 
i after Delivery Allowance of $500 is deducted. of $500 is deducted 
FUEL ECONOMY?"! 
HIGHWAY 7.2L/IOOKM - 39MPG CITY 10.1L/I00KM - 28MPG 
2009 Focus SE with sync 
Features include: 
1 + 15” Steel Wheels with 6 Spoke Wheel Covers « Message Centre 
2 * 2 Bar Chrome Grille, Chrome Door Handles » Remote Keyless Entry 
+ Power Window and Door Locks « Personal Safety System 
Purchase finance for 
| $229" 21.99% Sana 
© os APR HIGHWAY 5.7L/IOOKM ~ 50MPG 
{ Per month for 72 months EINE SEIS ORM Ie 
: with $2,500 down, 
} 
{ 
0 | rganizers ‘ a Key yless € Entry tay 
Hurry into your Alberta Ford Store 
for your no extra charge SYNC. 
albertaford.ca 
WSS BUTERS READ THE LEGAL COP een a SINC Meda ye ou to 500 wert sce Genuine ad cere toe charge wih he purchase oleae of mst new 208 Ford vies exlusng Rages ila Spr a F150, Series Sue uty, Sey 61S00and al = ci re 
| 30, 2008. Taxes payable on total price ofthe vehicle, mcuding accessories. Offer is subject to vehicle and accessory availabilty. No extra charge SYNC is only available on vehicles whch rave factory stalled optional SYNC. Does nat apply to vehicles where SYNC is a standard feature. may tedess' pb 
ory be appied lo eligible accessories. tf the total accessories purchased exceed $500, offer only applies to the first $500 worth of selected Genuine Ford Accessories (including installation chares) per ebgible vehicle. This offer can be redeemed once for each eligible vehicle purchased or leased, to a different Ford vehi 


installed accessories are nit Sa ie fe opined arate wr pee = 
to do so. Sire 


CPA, GPC, Daily Rental Allowances and the AJK/Z progravn. Limited time offer. Offer may be cancelled at any time withoul notice. Some conditions apply. See Dealer far details. Not al accessories shown are availabe on all new 2009 Ford vehicles. The SYNC Media System may not he available on all 

com ast ble phnes and leas sup. Dig whe dated cn es nos whic nvo ae andi. Fort econ al rer se ain When sng cle pone, eve wh vos aan OY Se mB Pend thr Sees oc exe ee 

registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation. "1.9996 / 1.99% purchase finaneing on a new 2009 Ford Escape XLT 4 FWD / Foxus SE for a term of 72,/ 72.monts is available to qualified retail buyers on approved credit from Ford Credit. Calculation: monthly payment of $329 / $229 (after Delivery Allowance 

$5.20 / $2,500 down payment (or equivalent trade-in), plas administration fees, security depasi, pre delivery, reastration, PPSA fees and applicable taxes. Monthly payments vary based on dow payments, Total cost of purchase i $26.88 / $12,988. Certam taxes will apply, Not afl buyers will qualify for the 

%% 495 (ahes Deivery Allowance of $500 is rebated to dealer). Tass ela ed nik tft id ae cence Ieee Neo (All offers include freight and air tax, but exclude license, insurance, PPSA, registration, administration fees andalt: slabs Neat oe 
‘ess. Limited time offers. Dealer crder or transfer may De required. Offers rnay be cancelled at any time without notice. Some conditions apply. See Dealer for detaits. «Mast 2009 Ford vehicles, excluding 2009 Model {CF, F650 and F750, come with a S year/100,000 km (whichever occurs first) Powertrain Warranty and 


(entre 28 1-200-565-3633. “a Str crmisi nen Ford veces an ine a month prepaid subscription, Se your Foral Carata Des or catct SRIDS" a 88-53-10 ror fomdtion, “SRS oresstered adnan SIRI Stn eds fuel cocarpton cing a eee on areo Canada speed 
7Z100kmn(3SMPG)/ 2009 Focus SE City 8.5L/100;mn3MPO), Highway 5:7L/100km.(50 MPG). 


based on road conditions, vehicle loading, driving habits and the addition of certain wehiicle accessories. Fuel effidency figures based on the 2009 Escape ALT 14 FWD Giy 10.1/100km,(2BMPQ) Highway. 
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(otichever occurs irs) Soety Restraint Warranty, {n addition, on all 2009 Model Super Duty vehicles equipped with the diesel engine. the Powertrain Warranty is extended to 5 year/160,000 km (whichever occurs first), which equats the diese? engine warranty. Some conditions a 


